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NOW! 





Smaller Churches Can Raise Funds 
As Successfully as Large Ones 


ES, the small church now can raise much needed capital funds just as successfully and 
economically as the large church. 


After much study and experimentation, Lawson Associates, Inc., one of the most successful 
fund-raising counselors in the field of church financing, has developed a new approach to helping 
the small church solve its financing problems. 


Simple and economical, it can be employed by your church to obtain results such as those 
recently realized for such churches as the following: 


FIRST CHURCH EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN, Palmyra, Pa., where the min- 
ister, Dr. Harold C. Hollingsworth, said: “It is with indescribable elation that 
1 write to you concerning our most successful Building Fund Campaign so 
ably directed by you.” 


MESSIAH’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, South Williamsport, Pa., where 
Pastor Raymond Shaheen wrote: “Messiah’s Church is indeed grateful for 
the able leadership and counsel which she has received at your hands... . 
May your good work continue throughout our land.” 


HOPE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, Columbus, Ohio, where the campaign 
chairman and congregation president united in stating: “We completed a very 
satisfactory campaign with a spiritually united congregation, an excellent 
spirit of cooperation and a renewed spiritual membership interest.” 





These are but a 
few representative 
campaigns planned 
and directed to suc- j Gentlemen: Please tell me (without cost or obligation to, us) about 
cess by Lawson Asso- your plan to help small churches raise capital funds. ‘The following data 
ciates, Inc. is submitted for your assistance: 


| LAWSON ASSOCIATES, INC. Dept. Z-12 
Rockville Centre, New York 


To find out how Amount Needed . .’.. 


our new approach to Purpose of Fund . 
small-church-fund-rais- 
ing can help you and 
your church, just fill | Annual Budget .. 
in and mail the 
coupon. 


Church Families 


Denomination 
Minister 
Address 
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THERE ARE 
YEARS OF 
TROUBLE-FREE 
PERFORMANCE 


\ AHEAD WITH A ' Z 
VicToR 
16mm SOUND PROJECTOR : : 


Thousands of trouble-free film miles have 
been projected with Victors. Here is dependable 
performance . . . and the best in clarity of 
picture and sound for schools, colleges, 
churches, and industry. 


aati usin eosubaiitiea one 


VICTOR 
PREVENTS FILM DAMAGE 


5 silent sentries on every Victor projector 

stand guard against costly film Saeane. 

(1) Safety film trips automatically and 
instantly stop projector in case of film emer- 
gency. (2) Safety film path has undercut 

rollers and tilm channels to protect picture and 

sound track from scratches. (3) Large single-drive 

sprocket eases film stress and simplifies threading. (4) Dual 

flexo-pawls with Victor famous cushioned action completely 

eliminate perforation damage. (5) Offset film loop provides 
natural side tensions preventing weaving of film. 


EASY TO THREAD 


You thread your Victor in less than half a minute. 
A 180° swing-out lens facilitates threading and is added film protection since it allows 
easy cleaning of film channel and pressure plate. 


a CY 
[Maqnésou WITH BUILT-IN MIXER FOR LOW COST MAGNETIC 


You add your own voice or music or doth to the 
film with this magnetic sound ATTACHMENT for 
Victor 16mm sound projectors. Get professional 
recordings with Magnesound . . . it has separate 
mike and phono inputs with individual volume 
controls. Record and re-record to suit your needs. 


“THE VICTOR 1600 ARC” 


The new, portable Victor 1600 Arc Projector, for 16mm sound film, is a 
professional type projector with the economy of 16mm. Yes, the 1600 is long 
on quality, short on cost and maintenance. 


FOR A CLEARER, SHARPER PICTURE 

Choose the Victor 1600 Arc for a brighter picture on a long throw. 1600 lumens 
combined with a new “‘flat-field”’ projection lens gives you the clear, bright, sharp 
picture you've been wanting. A full 57-minute show on one set of carbons 

at 30 amps. The BRI2 Bass-Reflex Speaker is your assurance of full-tone 
sound-conditioning for any auditorium requirement. 


3 SEPARATE 
CARRYING UNITS sagem 1+ Rogeeeer 


Assemble in Less house" for ne 

than 5 Minutes Btn fect 
2. BRI2 Bass - Reflex 
Speaker Case. Houses 


a 12” speaker and also 
serves as carrying case 


VICTOR Wir... for amplifier, projector 
; head, and accessories. 
ANIMATOGRAPH ii os as p 
CORPORATION 

DEPT. G-12, DAVENPORT, IOWA 

Branch Offices in New York and Chicago 


QUALITY MOTION PICTURE 
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Build with 
philippine mahogany 


St. Edmund's Episcopal Church, San Marino, California 

Architects — Austin Field and Fry 
All the interior woodwork in this recently com- 
pleted church is Philippine Mahogany. The 
choice of this fine hardwood, with its rich color- 
ing, distinctive grain and inherent strength, has 
resulted in a church which is exceptionally beau- 
tiful ... one which will give many years of service 
with minimum care. 


Write for Full-Color Church Brochure 


PHILIPPINE MAHOGANY ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Dept. c 111 West Seventh Street, Los Angeles 14, Calif. 

THE PHILIPPINE LUMBER PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION INC 
alelaliie) 











Selected Short Sermons 


by Earl Riney 








No failure or tragic circumstances 
can defeat the spiritual power within. 
* * & 

The church was organized by Christ, 
and therein every one of us may find 
a place of privilege and responsibility. 

* * * 

There is every reason, why, in race 
relationship we should be fair, charit- 
able, and above all Christian. 

* ae a 

Jesus Christ is the magnet drawing 

all believers together. 
i ee 

God’s mercy is in perfect balance 
with his wisdom. 

o: S's 

Life consists of peace of mind, earn- 
estness of purpose, and the joy which 
comes from loving and being loved. 

* * 

There is a mighty power in the un- 

shaken goodwill of a righteous man, 
a 

The way to dissolve bitterness is to 

confront it with goodwill. 
* 1k ae 

Goodwill is the spirit God puts into 

the lives which are surrendered to him. 
ok ak a 

Emotional reactions leave their marks 
upon the soul as well as on the face. 

The motive power of goodwill is to be 
found in the fact that it is stronger 
than hate. 

Human problems are primarily spir- 
itual problems. 

x * © 

Christian faith changes men on the 
inside, and these changed men change 
the community. 

* * © 

Goodwill has the power of checking 
unseemly behaviour. 

* * © 

Goodwill has a stabilizing influence. 

ee ae 

Christian faith without goodwill is 


pretense. 
ee a 


If your life is filled with hate there 


can be no Christmas joy. 
x * &* 


An attempt to have the Christmas 
spirit without the guidance of sound 
spiritual motive is futile. 





Read 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


Found in Prospering 
Churches 
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Prayers at a Price 


Y publisher friend was giving me a 
briefing on the new fall books. The last 
one on the list had been discussed. He 

grew serious and added: 

“There is one book I would like to get hold 
of. When that manuscript comes in, the author 
is going to get’a contract in a hurry. I have 
the title selected. It will be: “Prayers at a 
Price.” “An intriguing title,” I agreed, “but 
what is the book all about?” 

“The title is fairly definitive,” he insisted. 
“The book will be based on one of the most 
dangerous tendencies of religious life today. It 
is the growing practice of some ministers to 
offer their services as lecturers and advisers 
to the public at prices which characterize them 
as avaricious. You know the kind.” 

Frankly, the idea was new to me. I had, of 
course, heard of individual instances where 
some preachers had made a profession of coun- 
seling and after-dinner speaking at a good 
price and I had heard of isolated instances 
where speakers at religious conventions had 
left many dollars of long distance telephone 
bills for the local committee to pay. But my 
knowledge had not gone beyond that. 

“It has reached a place where it is a matter 
of comment,” said my friend. “One clergyman 
is now asking $1000 for a single appearance 
at a luncheon club; several others I know have 
put themselves in the $500 class. This places 
their services definitely outside of the thou- 
sands of organizations which might like to 
gather their wisdom. I wonder just how these 
individuals do their accounting with the local 
church and Uncle Sam.” 

“Haven’t you ever read from the Good Book?” 
I asked, “that you shall not muzzle the ox that 
treadeth out the corn and, also, that the laborer 
is worthy of his hire?” 


“Yes, I have heard that many times but I 
still find it difficult to reconcile these services 
at a price with the spirit of the Nazarene who 
insisted that he is among us as one who 
serveth.” 

“You really are not serious that you would 
like to publish a book on this?” I questioned. 
“Think of the injury it would do to organized 
religion. The influence of every honest minister 
would be lessened by such publicity. Would not 
the damage to be done by such a book be 
tremendous?” 

“T think you are right. I will withdraw my 
idea of such a book on one condition. You 
publish a magazine for ministers. Why not a 
simple warning that the public is watching 
this tendency to sell the services of the clergy- 
man to the highest bidder? That might do some 
good without spreading the story to the general 
public. If you will do that, the book idea will 
be dropped. Moreover, I will pay for the 
luncheons.” ; 

So there my friends is the birth and death 
of an idea: “Prayers at a Price.” 


The Limitations of the 
Rotary System 


A FEW years ago someone had a bright 





idea and the rotary system of selecting 

church officers became very popular. The 
basic idea back of the system is that when a 
three-year term of an elected officer has expired 
he must wait one year before he can, again. 
stand for re-election. 

Churches liked this idea and grabbed it fast. 
It seemed to accomplish two things. First, it 
gave opportunity for new life on the church 
boards. The more lifeless a church becomes, 
the easier it is to re-elect the same board mem- 
bers year after year. New people may have 

(Turn to page 8) 
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Editorials 

(From page 7) 
come in the parish but the only way in which 
one of these indviduals could get onto the 
board was by an organized movement to get 
someone else off. That usually meant personal 
embarrassments. The second purpose was to 
get rid, for a short time at least, of certain 
“ornery” individuals who, through long years 
of service, felt they had the authority to make 
all of the decisions. This type of person is 
usually possessed with a veto power, equal to 
that of the Russians in the United Nations, and 
like them delights in using it. 

In actual practice there were two big holes 
in the rotary system. In the first place, the 
idea that a new slate of officers will be a help 
overlooks another phase of church life. It is 
necessary to have some sense of continuity in 
a church. Some individuals have been active 
in the organization so long that they are vir- 
tually sources of vital information. They know 
the history of the church intimately. When cer- 
tain actions are discussed they can help a lot 
in interpreting the position of the church in 
past years. This continuity is helpful. For 
instance, a church which recently decided to 
change from a double to single budget thought 
it was making history. As a matter of fact 
less than ten years ago it had changed from 
the single budget to the double budget. The 
board had forgotten it entirely. It was simply 
reversing an earlier decision. 

Of course there are many who will say right 
away that they could have learned all about 
this by consulting the minutes. That, my good 
friends, is something church boards never do. 
If the church had not changed ministers, the 
pastor would have supplied the information. 
Continuity on the church board is very valu- 
able. Someone is needed to supply the infor- 
mation on past events and decisions as well as 


MODEL HELPS TO SELL NEW CHURCH 


To enable church members to visualize the proposed 
new building this to-scale model shown at the left was 
placed on display at the First Presbyterian Church, Muncie, 
indiana. Minister is Lewis Weber Gishler; architects, Carr 
& Cunningham, Cleveland, Ohio. 


to tell where one can locate records and other 
important things. 

Getting rid of the strong willed individual 
who controlled the actions of the board was not 
as easy as we thought. Maybe he was dropped 
off the board of trustees for a year but he im- 
mediately stood for election on the board of 
elders and continued his power of veto. In 
those denominations which provide for an 
official board, composed of the members of 
legal and spiritual: boards this man continues 
as a member and still controls the situation. 

We still feel that the rotary system has made 
a contribution. But here are two loop holes. I 
don’t know any way to correct the first unless 
it is to have a church historian who is ex-officio 
member of each of the boards. The second hole 
might be plugged by a re-incorporation of the 
local church to provide for a single board. 

Have you found a way to correct these 
defects? 





Interesting News Shorts 


Two herds of pure bred Brown Swiss cattle have been 
contributed by midwest farm and church groups for 
shipment to Iran. The two herds made a total of eleven 
heifers and thirty-nine bulls. Artificial insemination is 
planned to improve the basic Iran stock. 

a * * 


The Seventh Day Adventist Church anticipates a 
membership of one million members before 1955. 
* * 


The State Department of Education of Pennsylvania 
is planning a home study course for those Amish fami- 
lies which have objections to their children fourteen 
years or older attending the public schools, 

x + * 

Dr. Roswell P. Barnes has been named to the second 
highest administrative post in the National Council of 
Churches, that of associate general secretary. The 
appointment will become effective on February 1. At 
the same time Dr. Roy G. Ross will become the general 
secretary, succeeding Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert who 
becomes chief executive in the United States of the 
World Council of Churches. 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN BIBLE EDUCATION 





Knowing More About Less 


NE day last winter a woman 
C) came into my study and said, 

“T have been reading the Book 
of Acts and it sounds so much like 
Luke’s Gospel I wonder if possibly he 
could have written it.” With that as 
a springboard we dived into some rath- 
er deep waters and discussed certain 
matters of New Testament criticism in 
a life and death way. 

Shortly before her visit one of our 
young business men telephoned me dur- 
ing the dinner hour to ask for an ex- 
planation of Luke 12:49-53—the para- 
graph which begins, “I came to cast 
fire upon the earth.” His family, which 
includes three grade school children, 
had been reading the passage together 
following the evening meal and one of 
the children had asked one too many 
questions. 

A year ago such conversations would 
have been unimaginable in our parish— 
a typical, middle-class, sophisticated 
city church. The Bible was a_ book 
which everyone owned but which only 
a few read. And of those who read it, 
only a minority read intelligently 
while the rest turned to it almost su- 
perstitiously or as a religious obliga- 
tion or in despair. Ours was a church 
which respected the Bible but we could 
not rightly be called a “Bible-loving” 
church. Today all that is changed— 
and as a result of an experiment which 
I want to tell about. 

Our experiment may be called “an 
experience in knowing more about less.” 
Those of us who are responsible for 
the ministry of our parish agreed that 
the time had come to tutor our people 
in Bible reading. There were other 
“signs of the times,” to be sure, but 
the immediate cause for our concern 
was the publication of the Revised 
Standard Version. The wide publicity 
which heralded its appearance plus the 
irresistible attractiveness of the work 
itself awakened in our people a new 
desire to read the Bible—but not in a 
haphazard fashion. Many of them made 
it quite clear that they sought to read 
the Book in a way that would intro- 
duce them to its life-giving qualities. 
They shared the frustration of those 


*Minister, First 
Wayne, Indiana. 


Presbyterian Church, Fort 


by John W Wheister 


who have heard of miracles being 
wrought by Bible-reading but who have 
found their own reading dull and sin- 
gularly unrewarding. The time had 
come when our people expected the 
clergy to “put un or shut up”—to teach 
them how to receive the rewards of 
Bible reading or to cease talking about 
them. 

The question before us was this: How 
do you teach a parish of nearly two 
thousand members the art of reading 
their Bibles? Manifestly, it would not 
be enough to broadcast some _ high- 
sounding generalities such as, “Read it 
prayerfully.” Their own desire was 
sufficient prayer! There has been a 
time when ministers might think it suf- 
ficient guidance to publish a reading 
schedule which would encompass all 
sixty-six books in a given period. In 
“Meetinghouse Hill” Ola Elizabeth 
Winslow speaking of ministerial erudi- 
tion in 17th century New England 
writes: “No matter how wide-ranging 
their other interests these were men of 
one Book, and in their allotment of 
daily study hours it had foremost place. 
A standard program called for reading 
it through several times a year, 30 
many chapters a day, and when Reve- 
lation 22 was reached, the next day’s 
quota would begin with Genesis 1. 
Progress in this marathon was showed 
by what was also standard practice of 
reading a portion of the daily stint in 
the original Hebrew or Greek, by way 
of a perpetual refresher course, Even 
so, George Phillips held the record for 
six times annually.” (Macmillan, 1952, 
page 84) We can be quite certain that 
ministers who subjected themselves to 
this sort of discipline would recom- 
mend it to their people. 

This kind of approach, however ap- 
propriate to the 17th century, would 
not meet our demands. It would only 
substitute what to read for the real 
question, how to read. We required an 
approach which would teach how as 
well as suggest what. 

We found our answer in the contem- 
porary bias towards specialization. We 
reasoned that if our people were tu- 
tored intensively in how to read one 
book of the Bible they would be better 
equipped to read the rest of the Bible. 


Their real needs—so we reasoned— 
were two: (1) some experience in using 
the techniques of intelligent Bible read- 
ing; and (2) some familiarity with the 
Book. They had been instructed many 
times in techniques but they had never 
been guided in the employment of these 
methods. They possessed a kind of 
familiarity with the Book but it was 
the kind of unsure familiarity that re- 
sults when sermons and Sunday school 
lessons skip all over the Bible. 

We decided, therefore, that for one 
entire “year” (from October through 
June) we would employ every teaching 
agency of the church to guide our peo- 
ple into a fuller understanding of the 
Gospel According to St. Luke. We did 
not select this book as the basis for 
our experiment because it ranks “first” 
in importance but because we believed 
our people should begin with one of 
the Gospels and Luke is both the most 
beautiful and the most comprehensive. 


The Pulpit Program 


Since the pulpit is the most effective 
teaching agency, the experiment was 
launched with a series of three ser- 
mons on as many principles for inter- 
preting the Scriptures. The first prin- 
ciple was this very approach we have 
been taiking about—the worth of 
knowing all we can about a small por- 
tion of the Bible. I think it was 
Charles Jefferson who once published 
twenty “golden nuggets” of Scripture 
and advised that if one would read 
these twenty passages twenty times he 
would gain an understanding of the 
central message of the Bible. The first 
sermon stated this approach as a prin- 
ciple —a principle not unlike that of 
the scientist who increases his knowl- 
edge of the universe by learning more 
and more about less and less. It is 
the principle Tennyson had in mind 
when he wrote: 

Flower in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies ;— 

Hold you here, root and all, in my 
hand, 

Little flower;—but if I could under- 
stand 

What you are, root and all, and all 
in all, 

I should know what God and man is. 

In this instance, however, the “flow- 


(Turn to page 30) 
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THE TECHNIQUES OF GROUP DISCUSSION 





|. The Purpose of Group Discussion 





This is the first of four pa- 
pers by Mr. Lantz on a sub- 
ject which is important to church 
leaders. Mr. Lantz is_ well 
equipped for his task. In addi- 
tion to serving as pastor of the 
Lowell Heights Methodist Church, 
South Bend, Indiana, he is, also, 
at the present time Professor of 
Speech at the Salvation Army 
Training College, Chicago, Illinois. 











UTUAL deliberation may be 
utilized in many forms of group 
work; but one of the most com- 

mon, as well as most fruitful, is in 
group discussion. A true discussion is 
an honest search for the solution to a 
problem facing a particular group 
which cannot be reached by any one 
person alone. This search takes the 
form, not of individual research nor of 
corporate meditation, although both 
may be involved; but rather the form 
of sharing information, attitudes, and 
convictions through the medium of the 
spoken word unde’ the direction of a 
legder, with the hope and ey¥pectation 
of reaching. a common agreement. 


Group discussion is the process of 
meeting a problem, analyzing it, and 
working out an acceptable solution; 
for as Macaulay said, “Men are never 
so likely to settle a question rightly 
as when they discuss it fully.” 

McBurney and Hance define discus- 
sion in their book The Principles and 
Methods of Group Discussion (Harper 
& Brothers) as “the cooperative delib- 
eration of problems by persons think- 
ing and conversing together in face-to- 
face or co-acting groups under the di- 
rection of a leader.” Group discus- 
sion is always under the direction of 
a leader, the leader sometimes being 
referred to as a teacher or chairman. 
It attempts to discover satisfactory 
answers to common questions and to 
use constructive reasoning to find so- 
lutions unknown or unaccepted by the 
group. It utilizes reflective thought 
and cooperative effort. 

Group discussion is the process of 
mutual deliberation and agreement, 
meaning essentially what Robert May- 


by John Ean oe 


nard Hutchins does in using his favor- 
ite phrase “discussion and agreement.” 
In the broad sense discussion includes 
both mutual deliberation and mutual 
agreement. Mutual deliberation is co- 
operative group thinking directed to- 
ward the goal of finding an acceptable 
answer to the question confronting the 
group. Mutual vagreement follows co- 
operative thinking, as surely as day 
follows night. It is the answer agreed 
upon either implicitly or explicitly by 
the group. It is agreement of the ma- 
jority as to procedure or as to the 
final solution. 


Mutual agreement is not always 
easily established. Take the United 
Nations Organization, for example. It 
is seeking to find a basis of agreement 
for peace between the United States 
and Russia. In such a strained and 
complex relationship agreement comes 
not by a full acceptance of a final solu- 
tion in all areas but by agreeing upon 
what particular step to take next. The 
most that can be hoped for in such 
a situation is to decide when to meet 
again, or what kind of conference to 
sponsor next, as a means of ultimately 
reaching the final goal of harmony. 


Find a Basis of Agreement 


In a satisfactory discussion a group 
invariably finds and accepts some basis 
of agreement, even if nothing more 
than the agreement to disagree. This 
is true in a church school class or in 
the United Nations Security Council. 
The agreement to disagree maintains 
mutual respect and consideration. When 
there is no basis of agreement—not 
even agreement to disagree—there is 
no longer present any basis of group 
life; and consequently a state of an- 
archy or a state of war exists so far 
as that particular group is concerned. 
Usually this means the end of the 
group as such, because of its complete 
disorganization and disunity. -By way 
of a sideline, it is worthy to note that 
even nations who disagree with one 
another to the extent of having armed 
conflict, follow rules of international 
war, at least until recently, in an ef- 
fort to settle their dispute. The point 
is that even during a state of war, the 
contending nations frequently have a 
basis of agreement —they agree to 


abide by the rules of international 
warfare. 


Whenever a group is contentious or 
fractious the leader and members con- 
cerned will be wise to find some basis 
of agreement and stress it as the foun- 
dation for building unity and coopera- 
tion. In group discussion, as well as 
in group life, this common core of 
agreement should be clearly understood 
and repeatedly stated so that every 
member realizes exactly what it is and 
thus is enabled to act upon it positively 
and constructively. 


Mutual agreement completes the 
thinking process and thereby provides 
a feeling of emotional and intellectual 
satisfaction, a feeling of having ar- 
rived at some kind of conclusion—a fac- 
tor many so-called discussions lack. In 
other words, a good discussion does not 
leave things up in the air and loose 
ends hanging alJl around, but nails 
them down with common agreements. 


Accepting mutual agreement as the 
primary objective of group discussion 
naturally precludes the frequently as- 
serted purpose that it is to stimulate 
thinking. .That it does stimulate 
thinking cannot be denied, nor should 
this value be minimized. At the same 
time, it is not the ultimate goal, in 
spite of the fact that it may be the 
primary purpose in certain situations. 
Individual thinking can be stimulated 
without any semblance to corporate 
agreement. And since group discus- 
sion is a collective activity, it goes far 
beyond the stimulation of individual 
thoughts. Mutual deliberation devel- 
ops a kind of group mind, a certain 
concensus of opinion, which leads into 
corporate agreement, and from thence 
into intellectual and spiritual solidar- 
ity, in other words, into satisfying 
group life. 

Group discussion is democratic think- 
ing, since it is a meeting and harmon- 
izing—sometimes even a blending and 
merging—of individual minds through 
the sharing of experiences, attitudes, 
desires, and convictions. It is demo- 
cratic because it provides an opportu- 
nity for each person, even the unin- 
formed or neurotic, to contribute his 
best to the welfare of the group and 

(Turn to page 27) 
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CHINESE COMMUNITY METHODIST CHURCH, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 








EAST AND WEST 





The Palace of Christ the King 


‘'T N CHRIST now meet both East and 
West,” declares the architecture of 
the Chinese Community Methodist 

Church, Oakland, California. The pas- 

tor, Dr. Edwar Lee, desired “a sanctu- 

alry of cloistered quietness in the midst 
of noisy traffic in Oakland’s Ching. 
town, a structure distinctively Chinese 
and distinctively Christian.” The build- 

ing committee, from Bishop Donald H. 

Tippett to the humblest local member, 

agreed with him. Earle D. Minton, of 

the Board of Missions, contributed ex- 
perienced supervision of construction. 


Flanked by commercial .buildings on 
busy Eighth Street, the church an- 
nounces itself a palace; in Chinese tra- 
dition red brick walls and green tile 
roof mark a royal abode. It proclaims 
itself “Palace of the King of kings.” 
For imbedded in the sanctuary wall, 
which is flush with the sidewalk, a 
Celtic cross of green tile fretwork 
squares occupies two-thirds of the 
space between foundation and roof 
peak. 

The courtyard wall, extending from 
the sanctuary along the front of the 
fifty-foot lot, is broken by a Moon Gate. 
Traditionally a Chinese temple or pal- 
ace is approached through at least one 
gate. The gate’s circle, suggesting per- 


*Oakland, California. 
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fection, symbolizes heaven. Its two 
leaves are grillwork forming the char- 
acter “shou,” for longevity and happi- 
ness. Inserted in the bricks above the 
gate green tiles bear characters for 
Faith, Hope, Love. The wall screens 
the garden, except for the glimpse 
through the gate. It does not hide the 
second story and balcony of the build- 
ing’s ell which forms the back boundary 
of the court. 

The garden satisfies three require- 
ments of Chinese architecture. Turning 
left after stepping over the curve of 
the gate’s circle, the visitor faces Chi- 
nese screen doors whose glass panels 
admit light to the nave while provid- 
ing a Chinese royal facade, which must 
be on the long side of the building. 
Woodwork borders of the panels form, 
in black and Chinese red, the peach 
blossom design. Between the doors and 
the eaves of tile painted red, yellow 
and green, Chinese characters announce, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

“Cloistered quietness” provides the 
atmosphere of meditation traditionally 
proper for approaching a Chinese place 
of worship. The step through the Moon 
Gate discards turmoil for peace. Only 
twenty by twenty-five feet, the land- 
scaped inclosure speaks to the Chinese 
heart “the ancient language of at-one- 
ment with nature”; to the Christian 


heart the message,‘‘This is my Father’s 
world.” At the right a _ brick-curbed 
lily pool is fed from an ornamental 
porcelain dolphin higher in the wall. 
Each of the court’s pleasingly placed 
dwarf trees represents a virtue: pine, 
strength; cypress, perseverance; ‘bam- 
boo, endurance. Purple wisteria repre- 
sents royalty. 

The court permits the side entrance 
mandatory for a Chinese temple or 
palace. The mahogany narthex door is 
beneath the inner end of the balcony. 
Its brass plate was a gift from Chinese 
officials to an American consul general 
in Tientsin. Knockers, added to it, form 
the characters “Worship.” The charac- 
ters above the door read, “Enter into 
his Gates with Thanksgiving.” 

Turning left inside the narthex the 
visitor faces the scroll boards on either 
side of the entrance to the nave. Beau- 
tiful gold calligraphy invites the wor- 
shipper. 

Possibly an architect notes first the 
nave’s four pointed arches, vault high, 
which appear to support the red brick 
walls. Doubtless most visitors see first 
the green tile cross forming the rere- 
dos. Light, diffusing through the thick 
glass between the outer and inner fret- 
work squares, makes the cross a sym- 
bol of glowing Christian hope. 

(Turn to page 24) 
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A PROJECT FOR TOWN AND CITY CHURCHES 





This Rural Church Lives Again 
by CR MedSride 


ITHOUT malice aforethought, 

city churches have been growing 

at the expense of rural commu- 
nities and their churches for genera- 
tions. Each year many of the rural 
churches’ finest youth migrate to cities 
in search of employment. In time, many 
join the city churches and become prom- 
inent workers. 

While this migration is fine, at pres- 
ent, for the urban churches, it spells 
death to many small rural churches as 
their membership steadily declines and 
there is less and less money in the 
treasury to support a competent pastor 
—granting that such a pastor could be 
found for them. 

Some city pastors have been aware 
of the sources of their membership 
gains and at what cost to rural churches 
they have come. Alarmed at the grow- 
ing debility of once strong rural 
churches some have asked, “What can 
we do to help revive and strengthen 
our strategic rural churches?” 

Ralph M. G. Smith, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in the small city 
of Kirksville, Missouri, has come up 
with a plan that really works. It first 
started when pastor Smith was repeat- 
edly called to conduct funerals for rural 
people. 

After a funeral service, some eight 
or nine years ago, he asked himself, 
“Why do these rural people call me? 
Have they no churches and pastors?” 

These questions insisted upon definite 
answers. 

A few mornings later Mr. Smith be- 
gan a systematic drive over the roads 
of Adair County. Wherever he went, 
he found church buildings, but, with a 
few exceptions, they were no longer 
being used for regular religious serv- 
ices. Not even for Sunday schools. 

Empty Churches 

Yet, there were people around these 
church buildings. They were living on 
small farms. Some were commuting to 
Kirksville to work. Some were working 
in coal mines part-time and farming 
when the mines were idle. 

And everywhere there were children. 
Mr. Smith learned that many of these 
children had reached twelve years of 
age without attending Sunday school. 


i *Professor of Rural Leadership Training, Cen- 
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The changing population has 
brought families back into the 
areas of many closed rural 
churches. With a little help and 
direction from a_ neighboring 
church a thrifty society is pos- 
sible. A splendid example is this 
church of Pure Air, Missouri. 











There was, for instance, Larry, seven 
years old. On having his face washed 
one Monday noon he queried, “Why?” 
Being told he was going to church, he 
raised the further query, “Who is 
dead?” Until a Vacation Bible School 
opened in his neighborhood that sum- 
mer the only time this boy had gone 
to church was to attend a funeral. 

The unrest of this pastor was further 
hastened when Miss Marie Brite, County 
Demonstration Agent, and a member of 
his church, came in to talk about her 
work. She reported that at a meeting 
of one of her extension clubs a few of 
the women had said to her, “Please 
speak to your pastor and see if some 
kind of a religious meeting can be ar- 
ranged for our neighborhood.” A few 
weeks previous to this a similar request 
had been made on the other side of the 
county. 

Cautiously Pastor Smith began to 
speak to his leaders. They were inter- 
ested and agreed it was a shame the 
churches had closed, but they asked, 
“What can we do about it now?” 

Some one suggested that the people 
should be invited to attend the city 
churches. But even as the suggestion 
was made ail were agreed that the coun- 
try people would not come. Besides, 
was this what these people needed? 
Did they not need, rather, to have their 
own hamlet and open country churches 
reactivated? This seemed to be the 
answer. 

The Kirksville church, having grown 
through the fifteen years of Pastor 
Smith’s leadership was itself in need 
of additional workers. At a meeting of 
the board the pastor suggested that 
they increase the church staff by adding 
a ministerial student who would give a 
portion of his time (practically all of it 
during the summer months), to working 


Bible Schools 


with the constituency of the closed and 
nearly closed churches of the county. 

The suggestions met with instant ap- 
proval so that in the winter of 1945, 
John C. Fox, a ministerial student at 
the Kirksville Teachers’ College, joined 
the church staff and moved into a vac- 
ant room of the parsonage. His first 
instruction from Pastor Smith was to 
visit the neighborhoods and see if it 
would be possible to start Vacation 
in some of the closéd 
churches. This tall, clear-eyed, studi- 
ous, shy appearing young man began 
contacting the people. 

“Yes,” the people said, “they would 
like to see the church open again.” 
“Yes, they would send their children if 
a Vacation Bible School were opened 
for two weeks during the summer.” 

Some folks while expressing a desire 
to have the Vacation Bible School ex- 
pressed serious doubt if anyone would 
really attend. 


Vacation School Planned 

As young Fox drove over the county 
he eventually came to the hamlet of 
Pure Air, some seventeen miles west 
southwest of Kirksville. At this cross- 
roads there was a deserted village store, 
two or three dwelliag houses, and a 
church building. The latter not having 
been used, except for funerals, for ten 
or twelve years. Surprisingly enough, it 
was in a fairly good state of repairs. 
This seemed like a good place for one 
of the Vacation Bible Schools. Calling 
in the neighborhood, Fox was assured 
that the building could be used and 
that the people would send or bring 
their children to the school. 

Back at the Kirksville church he and 
Pastor Smith enlisted volunteer workers 
to secure equipment, teach classes and 
put the church building in order for the 
first Vacation Bible School in the his- 
tory of Pure Air. 

They estimated the number of classes 
they might need and secured teachers 
from the Kirksville church for each one. 
Then Fox did a very smart thing. He 
went back to Pure Air and visited in 
the homes. When he found a housewife 
who looked and talked like she might 
make a church school teacher, he en- 
listed her as an assistant teacher in the 
Vacation Bible School. Thus, when the 
school got under way he would be train- 
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ing teachers from the neighborhood to 
carry on at a later date. 

Transportation for the children was 
something of a problem for not all the 
parents were willing or able to bring 
their children to the school. The teach- 
ers solved this by using their cars to 
pick children up along the way. Later 
they hired a school bus to cover a 
regular route. 

So, the first Monday for the school 
came. All that morning volunteers 
worked to have tables, chairs, black- 
boards and the piano at the right places 
at the right times. After dinner the 
teachers came bringing children with 
them. Mothers came with their chil- 
dren, to see what would happen and to 
wait until school was over so they could 
take their children back home. Some 
children came alone walking as much 
as a mile each way. At two o’clock the 
church bell was rung and the school, 
with nearly fifty pupils was under way. 

The two weeks that followed was a 
delightful experience for the children 
and for many of them their first intro- 
duction to the great stories of the Bible. 
They were reluctant to close. This 
pleased Pastor Smith and young Fox. 
They simply proposed that a branch 
Sunday school of the First Baptist 
Church of Kirksville be organized then 
and there. 


Sunday School Organized 


On the first Sunday in July, 1945, the 
Sunday school was organized with about 
forty members. In a few Sundays, Mr. 
Fox followed the Sunday school hour 
with a ,orship and preaching service. 
In one year’s time Fox found himself 
leading these people in a rather inten- 
sive religious program. 

Let’s not get the wrong ideas. The 
people of the neighborhod did not flock 
to the church. But every Sunday there 
were teachers and pupils present, and 








Ralph M. G. Smith, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Kirksville, Missouri, with John C. Fox 
(right), his associate. 








there was a small congregation for Fox 
to lead in worship. In the fall they had 
their first “revival service,” and while 
the attendance was not large the meet- 
ing did seem to be helpful to those who 
attended. 

When they came to the close of the 
first year it seemed like a good idea to 
end their second Vacation Bible School 
with a birthday dinner—an all-day 
meeting at the church. This would cele- 
brate one year of Sunday school and 
preaching services. On July 13, 1952, 
the writer attended the seventh such 
birthday service of this group. It was 
one of the most inspiring rural meet- 
ings he has ever attended. A once closed 
rural church was functioning in a vig- 
orous way! 

Briefly, what has happened in the 
seven years since a college boy, backed 
by a city church, held the first Vacation 
Bible School at Pure Air? 

Well, take Fox himself. He has con- 
tinued on the staff of the Kirksville 
church. He enrolled at the Central Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary at Kansas 
City, Kansas, where he received his 
B.D. degree in 1950. During the last 
year in school there were added to the 
curriculum courses in rural leadership. 
Out of curiosity he took a course de- 
scribed as “An Introduction to the 
Rural Church.” He was so moved with 
the opportunities he saw for life serv- 
ice in rural areas that he enrolled for 
two more courses. He now expects to do 
his doctorate work in the field of rural 
education. Recently when there came to 
him an attractive offer to leave Pure 
Air he elected to stay with these people 
as their pastor. 

So much for Fox. What about the 
Vacation Bible School? During these 
seven years it has steadily grown in 
size. The last two years the enrollment 
has reached 116. 

From the Vacation Bible School there 
has come a vigorous Sunday school, and 
115 people have been added to the roll 
of the Kirksville church as belonging 
to its Pure Air Branch. 

The church building has been pur- 
chased from its original denomination 
and plans are well along to add a base- 
ment for fellowship purposes beneath 
it. The grounds have been cleaned and 
nicely landscaped. 

When the building program is com- 
pleted, the congregation expects to or- 
ganize a church independent of the 
Kirksville church. 

There is a new spirit among the 
people of Pure Air. Adults and children 
are receiving wholesome religious in- 
structions. They have the privilege of 
attending well ordered worship services. 
The people are looking up now. 

Finally, what has happened to the 
city church? During these seven years 
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the church has tried, successfully, to 


remain in the background. Its Pure Air 
branch has elected its own officers and 
teachers. They have set up their own 
budget and administered it. They have 
managed their own affairs. 

But, the city church has subsidized 
the salary of John Fox so that he re- 
ceives a salary comparable to that paid 
any county seat pastor. Thereby, they 
have madéz it possible for this rural 
group to have good leadership from the 
beginning, and now college and semi- 
nary trained leadership. 

In the seven years the church has 


opened three other branches in the 


county, and they have added two more 
ministerial students to their staff. 

Over the years this church has put 
thousands of dollars into these branch- 
es, but both church and pastor feel it 
is one of the best expenditures of money 
they have ever made. They are happy 
with jheir experiment, and as a by- 
product, by helping the branch units to 
live and grow they are assuring them- 
selves of members in future years, for 
it is ‘here that the bulk of the children 
are born. 

When I talked with young Fox about 
his leaving Pure Air for what men com- 
monly call a promotion, he shook his 
head and said, “We have so many prom- 
ising things under way that I guess 
I’ll just dig in here and do the best I 
can.” With his zeal, willingness to 
work, love for rural people, and fine 
training I unhesitatingly prophesy that 
“the best I can” will eventually result 
in a strong community centered church 
at the Pure Air crossroads seventeen 
miles west southwest of Kirksville, 
Missouri. 


ON SCOLDING ABSENTEES 
Few pews were filled on Sunday morn-— 
Our preacher blew his horn of scorn. 
He gave his “faithful few” abuse 
For those who stayed in bed to snooze. 

—Leslie Conrad, Jr. 
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A JUVENILE DELINQUENCY PREVIEW — 





Our Religious Ketauver Committee 


headed by Senator Estes Kefauver, 

was headlined in news releases, 
radio, television and every other pub- 
licity outlet in the world. It made the 
senator from Tennessee a genuine na- 
tional figure and afforded him an oppor- 
tunity to become author of a book on 
the findings of the committee which 
sold sufficient copies to be on the best 
seller list for a time. 

Senator Kefauver was the instigator, 
along with Senator Hendrickson, Re- 
publican senator from New Jersey, of 
the bill creating a Senate sub-committee 
to conduct a probe of juvenile delin- 
quency in the nation on the same basis 
as the famed crime probe. The Senate 
has authorized the committee and set 
up an appropriation for it. According 
to a letter from Senator Hendrickson to 
the author of this piece, counsel for the 
committee has been appointed and coun- 
sel and committee are now in the pro- 
cess of setting up an agenda for the 
committee’s activities. 

What the result of the committee’s 
investigations will be, whether it will 
receive the same notoriety and acclaim 
as Senator Kefauver’s crime probers, 
whether its fame and effectiveness will 
be as soon forgotten and as little acted 
upon as the crime probe effort are 
questions yet to be answered. It is cer- 
tain that the committee and its activ- 
ities will be a good subject for a lot of 
conversation for a time and likely will 
come in for its share of newspaper 
space and radio time, for nothing of its 
kind has heretofore been attempted. 

It is to be hoped that it will go a 
step further than the crime probe effort 
and endeavor to inform the citizenry 
as to what effective steps might be 
taken to alleviate the situation as well 
as bringing to public attention just 
what the situation is. 

As to what the committee may or 
may not accomplish and what its pub- 
licity impact may be upon the nation, 
everyone may follow its activities and 
sit in his own personal judgment. 

When the committee was actually set 
up and announcement made of its forth- 
coming activities, this writer’s interest 
was a little more than passing. And it 
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T= Senate Crime Probe Committee, 


by Stoney jackson 


occurred to me that readers of Church 
Management and Dr. Leach, the editor, 
might be more than a little interested 
right now in the background of the 
committee because the first written 
article broaching the idea of such a 
probe was published in the March, 1952 
issue of Church Management under the 
title “Churches Needed in Welfare Pro- 
gram.” 

In that article in the last paragraph 
of that page, there is reported the re- 
sult of an interview this writer held 
with Senator Kefauver in which the 
senator was asked what he thought of 
the idea of such a committee. The para- 
graph containing the senator’s answer 
reads, “He stated, without any hesita- 
tion, that he considered it a wonderful 
idea, that he was happy to give it his 
blessing, and he would give all the 
active cooperation and personal partici- 
pation that his schedule would permit. 
He said he would be with us in as many 
meetings as he could and would make 
every effort to send a personal repre- 
sentative when he could not be present 
himself.” 

This was in regard to a committee, 
under the Christian Athletes Founda- 
tion, to conduct investigations of the 
kind the Senate sub-committee is to 
undertake, with particular emphasis in 
this instance on the function of the 
church in remedying the situation exist- 
ing in the nation. 

It was my impression that during the 
course of our conversation was the first 
time the idea of a juvenile delinquency 
investigation had occurred to the sena- 
tor. Subsequent correspondence and con- 
versation bears out the fact that the 
Senate sub-committee was actually con- 
ceived at this time. 


We Go Ahead 


On the strength of the senator’s 
interest and encouragement we went 
ahead with arrangements to conduct 
some preliminary meetings on the ques- 
tion of juvenile delinquency over the 
nation and the whys and wherefores 
and just what effective measures might 
be employed to do something about the 
situation, particularly by the churches. 

The first meeting of the committee, 
which was termed by the press a “reli- 
gious Kefauver Committee,” was held in 


Lake Worth, Florida, on the morning 
of Saturday, January 26. 

Present and participating in the pro- 
ceedings there besides this writer were 
Charles Dietze, crusading young pastor 
then serving the First Christian Church 
at Henderson, Kentucky, and now pastor 
at North Middletown, Kentucky; M. C. 
Baker, mayor of Lake Worth; Chief of 
Police R. S. Sanders; Bob Fulton, Lake 
Worth High School faculty member; 
William C. Richter, recreation director 
for the city of Lake Worth; and Hollis 
Hart, pastor of the First Christian 
Church in Lake Worth. 

Unable to be present was Leland V. 
“Lou” Brissie, southpaw relief pitcher 
for the Cleveland Indians and one of 
the original members of the advisory 
council of the Christian Athletes’ Foun- 
dation. 

Listed as ex-officio members of the 
committee in its first efforts were Dr. 
William H. Leach, editor of Church 
Management and one of the Founda- 
tion’s original advisory council, and 
Senator Kefauver. 

One of the first things done at the 
meeting was the reading of a telegram 
from Senator Kefauver which read as 
follows, “Am certain meetings and more 
active part of church and religious pub- 
lications will play big role in helping 
juvenile delinquency problem as out- 
lined in your letter. Feel this is all 
important effort for better citizenship 
and eliminating of causes that lead to 
crime. Congratulations on your effort. 
Wish I could be there for meeting but 
present schedule prevents.” 

Here are quotes from that first meet- 
ing carried in the Lake Worth Leader 
of Sunday, January 27, each headed 
with the name of the person quoted. 

JACKSON: To me there is no worse 
blot on our national life and the life of 
our Protestant churches than the gross 
neglect of the needy segment of our 
younger generation. 

I think ... or rather know... that 
our present generation of youngsters is 
likely the finest and noblest and bravest 
in the history of the world. I greatly 
admire the raw courage they have had 
to exhibit to even survive in the face of 
obstacles we of the preceding genera- 
tion have placed in their way and the 
very unwholesome national, interna- 
tional and religious environment we 
have created for them. 

The confusion and hate and greed and 
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strife~of our present world are confus- 
ing to me and every other adult I know 
and it is bound to be doubly confusing 
to those who are just starting to face a 
world they did not ask for and have no 
honorable escape from. 


In every case of juvenile crime there 
is an adult responsibility that has been 
neglected. If I were the judge of any 
juvenile court, in most cases I would 
direct punishment for parents or some 
other adult or adults involved. 

I have worked with youngsters almost 
exclusively for ten years. I have handl- 
ed on a summer camp, or year around 
basis, nearly 300 boys classified as 
delinquent or problem boys. Never, in 
any instance, have I experienced diffi- 
culty in handling a boy where there 
was no conflict in adult authority, or 
just plain unauthorized meddling, and I 
was left alone with that boy. 

My particular concern is not with the 
usual recreational and other facilities 
for the ordinary child, but with the 
obligation to furnish a home and love 
and the material needs and the spirit- 
ual guidance necessary for the boy who 
is delinquent because he is neglected. 

Some of the information concerning 
vice overlords and activities brought out 
by the Kefauver committee is astound- 
ing. 

But what astounds and disturbs me 
and is heart-breaking to any person who 
even pretends to any degree of Chris- 
tian spirit is that such things can hap- 
pen in our land as this: (This is from 
my own investigation and experience in 
operating a home for delinquent boys.) 

A boy toddled off . . . nobody knows 
how or exactly when... from a mater- 
nity shelter at the age of three. He 
had been there since his mother de- 
serted him at the age of several weeks. 
He slept under houses and other build- 
ings and in alleys and ate out of gar- 
bage cans until he was seven years old 
before his existence was discovered. 
How he even lived, I can’t imagine. It’s 
a miracle. When discovered, the boy did 
not know his own name or whether he 
had one. He did not know what a birth- 
day was, what Christmas was, who 
Santa Claus was and he had never even 
heard mentioned the name of Jesus 
Christ, much less anything of his love, 
salvation and teachings. 

When this boy was taken by the wel- 
fare authorities he was given a stand- 
ard intelligence test and declared feeble- 
minded without consideration of the 
fact that he must of necessity have 
some information in that little mind of 
his in order to answer any question on 
any test. With no information he could 
give no answer regardless of the degree 
of native intelligence he possessed. But 
the test was “standard” and no consid- 
eration was given to circumstances. 
This boy had never had any opportunity 
for even the most elementary infor- 
mation. 

So he was placed in an institution for 
the feeble-minded along with men up to 
the age of 70. He was taught sodomy 
and other sexual perversions by the 
older men as a matter of course, and 
when I got him he did not actually 
know that there was any deviation from 
the normal in his sex activities. He had 
never been taught anything else. 

Then there is the case of three broth- 
ers whose mother tried to kill them 


several times and who slept with men 
other than her husband in the presence 
of the boys. It took some time to con- 
vince officials that the mother was not 
immoral, but unmoral, incapable of dis- 
tinguishing between right and wrong. 
By the time proper diagnosis was made, 
she was past being helped and is now 
in a state institution, where she will 
remain as long as she lives. 

Without love and the continued care 
of a home conducted in a. Christian 
manner, those boys are going to be 
criminals. Knowing the background and 
circumstances, I can’t blame them. 

There is no place for them and for 
thousands of other cases . . . known 
cases, numbers of which are in my files. 
Like, for instance,a boy the public knows 
only as a boy who steals and lies. 
They don’t know the fear and confu- 
sion in his heart. They don’t know that 
the boy watched while his father mur- 
dered his mother with a hammer. And 
since that time he has been only a case 
number in workers’ files: He doesn’t 
know what love is. He only knows bru- 
tality and loneliness and want. Were 
you or I in his place, we would likely 
be twice as bad. 

I operated a home for such boys for 
three years on nothing until finally the 
debts piled up so high and my health 
got so bad we had to close up: Because 
the public and my own church was not 
interested we had to close... and with 
a long waiting list of boys who yet have 
no provision made for them. 

I may do well if I ever even get out 
of debt. But I’ll keep fighting for such 
care for boys in every way possible as 
long as there is breath in me. 

Right now the best weapon I have is 
publicity for these meetings and their 
findings and I want to express my deep 
appreciation to the press and other 
information mediums for their coopera- 
tion. I’ll be happy when I have sufficient 
funds to meet the needs I see as they 
ought to be met. 

DIETZE: The recent activities of the 
Henderson County, Kentucky, Good 
Government League in fighting organ- 
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rupting activities point to the need for 
some concrete action in the area of 
juvenile delinquency. The environment 
in Henderson for thirty years has con- 
tinued to produce a lack of concern for 
law enforcement and has tempted young 
persons to try to get away with all 
kinds of illegal activity. Since neither 
the churches nor other community 
groups have a really adequate program 
to combat this condition, I welcome the 
opportunity to serve on the committee 
on juvenile delinquency of the Christian 
Athletes’ Foundation, which is explor- 
ing the means whereby the problem can 
be alleviated and corrected. Before any- 
thing can be accomplished in this area, 
the importance of this effort must be 
realized and a concern for the welfare 
of young persons must be created. Our 
committee is trying to do this by study- 
ing conditions in various sections of' the 
nation first-hand through these meet- 
ings and individual efforts. Our first 
meeting here will serve as a start by 
our gathering of facts which show the 
need for such a program, and by creat- 
ing the interest which will spur indi- 
vidual communities and groups to fur- 
nish adequate programs, Juvenile delin- 
quency is much in the news these days, 
but the means of eradicating it deserve 
equal attention by the entire nation. It 
is our hope that we may help to create 
the interest that will awaken individ- 
uals and churches to a concerted action. 


HART: I think it is time that we of 
the Protestant churches got down off 
our “high-horse.” We must really get 
into this game of life on an active basis. 
True, it’s a pretty dirty and rough game 
right now but we have got to face facts 
and do something active in the name of 
the Christ we propose to worship. 


SANDERS (Chief of Police): I think 
efforts of the kind this committee is 
beginning is the finest thing in the 
world. Juvenile cases everywhere are a 
problem these days. One of the worst 
things is that in Florida, and many 
other states, we just do not have the 
facilities and personnel for rehabilitat- 

(Turn to page 18) 








ized illegal gambling and other cor- 





en, 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER SEEN AS HE ISSUED A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO OPEN THE FIFTH 

















16 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1953 





FIVE RULES FOR EFFECTIVE READING 





Magnily the Responsive Reading 


HE boy Aram, in Saroyan’s story, 

arrived late at church one Sunday 

and found the Reverend Doctor 
Holly and the congregation “engaged 
in a pious oral duel.” Few church-goers 
would need to be told that he had come 
in during the Responsive Reading. More 
than twenty years ago Dean Sperry 
wrote that the Responsive Reading 
“lacked the full reality of other parts 
of the service.” Yet in the discussion of 
the improvement and revitalizing of 
public worship today no part of the 
service seems to receive less attention 
than this. 

There are significant values for public 
worship in the Responsive Reading. The 
reading gives the congregation an op- 
portunity to participate actively in the 
service. Their attention is polarized by 
their concerted effort and their sense 
of involvement heightened so that they 
are moved from the role of passive 
spectators to that of a congregation 
contributing to the life and movement 
of the service. Rightly done, the Re- 
sponsive Reading can bring to the con- 
gregation a sense of having fitly, joy- 
fully and fervently acted together to 
set their praise and prayer before God. 
And, the reading aloud of the Scrip- 
tures can help to fix them with a height- 
ened sense of their meaning and power 
in the minds of the readers. _ 

If the values in the usé of Responsive 
Readings are to be realized, however, 
their true nature must be understood 
and provision made for their best use. 
Let us consider a few suggestions for 
the improvement of the Readings in our 
public worship: 

1. The Responsive Reading must be 
understood in its true nature as a form 
of worship analogous to a hymn. In its 
ancient form, and always in its best 
form, the Responsive Reading has been 
taken from the Psalms, the hymnody 
of the Bible. Their purpose is to praise, 
give thanks, or offer supplications in a 
literary form that is poetical in mood, 
structure and purpose. The chanting of 
the Psalms, which may seem too formal 
for our prosaic ears, must be seen not 
as an extraneous pattern imposed upon 
the lines of the Psalm, but as an en- 
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hancement of the tone, mood and rhy- 
thm which is indigenous in the poetry 
of the Psalter itself. Anyone who has 
listened to the use of the Psalms in 
this way long enough to overcome his 
resistance to its unfamiliarity will rec- 
ognize that this way of reading the 
Psalms is almost the inevitable thing to 
do, once the Psalms have taken hold of 
the mind and feelings of the readers. 

The unsatisfactory effect of our using 
the Responsive Reading in our worship 
comes in no small measure because we 
try to use it as though it had quite a 
different character and function. We 
select a Reading as a means of edifying 
the congregation with some appropriate 
idea; or as the substance for vague 
moments of “meditation”; or even, in 
some cases, as a way of getting read 
the Scripture passage which is to serve 
as the basis for the sermon! Such uses 
can be observed every Sunday in many 
churches. Even more, the collections of 
Readings provided in many of our 
hymnals seem to be arranged for these 
didactic uses, with their topical head- 
ings, their compilation of texts and pas- 
sages, and their use of materials with- 
out regard to the poetical structure ‘e- 
quired for effective reading. 

2. The first principle leads immedi- 
ately to a second: the Responsive Read- 
ings should be taken primarily from 
the Psalms, or from strongly poetical 
passages of Scripture. The insistence 
upon the Psalms does not depend upon 
the tradition of their use. Rather, the 
use of the Psalms in the past arose be- 
cause of their pre-eminent fitness for 
oral, corporate action by the congrega- 
tion. As has been said, the Psalms are 
essentially hymnody — poetry, with all 
this implies of elevated mood, emotional 
power and significant language. They 
lift and move us as few prose or didac- 
tic utterances ever can do. 

_ Moreover, the rhythmical structure of 
the Psalms lends itself with particular 
aptness to the requirements of a num- 
ber of people trying to speak together. 


.We will say more of this point under 


the third principle below. Finally, their 
religious power is of the highest order: 
God is powerfully present to the Psalm- 
ists. His praise, his mercy, his right- 
eousness become immediate, sure and 


real. No quiescent mood, or didactic 
statement of a truth, can serve to give 
full expression to the Psalmists’ re- 
sponse. He must speak of God and to 
God in the highest intensity of feeling. 
The superiority of the Psalms to ex- 
press and convey this feeling for the 
congregation in worship can be observed 
readily when the Psalms are compared 
with other Scriptural sources such as 
Proverbs, or some prose passages from 
the New Testament epistles. 


3. The next principle, again, follows 
out the second: For the most part, the 
integrity and unity of the Psalms should 
be preserved in the Readings. Some 
Psalms may be somewhat unsatisfac- 
tory for use in Christian worship, al- 
though there has been a tendency in 
recent years to be too discriminating in 
this respect. But those Psalms which 
are to be used should be respected as 
unified poems, not accumulations of 
fragments. Probably nothing has done 
more to bring the Responsive Reading 
into its present state of unreality than 
has the practice of modern editors in 
compiling a series of readings, under 
various topical headings, scissored and 
pasted together from a wide variety of 
Biblical sources. The result often proves 
to be simply an illustration of the way 
the principle of free association has 
worked in the editor’s mind. One 
hymnal, opened at random from a group 
at hand, offers a Reading under the 
caption, “In the Shadows of His Wings.” 
It consists in verses selected from 
Psalms 141, 63, 56, and 11. Another 
hymnal, under the title of “Disciple- 
ship” offers a reading composed of eight 
miscellaneous verses from Psalms 68, 
5, 4, and 141. The two readings use the 
identical verses from the Psalms they 
have in common — 63 and 141. Yet in 
one editor’s mind these are pertinent 
to the topic, “In the Shadow of His 
Wings”; in the mind of the other, they 
relate to “Discipleship.” A reader of 
the whole of either of the Psalms might 
come to the opinion that the primary 
theme of these Psalms is really the 
cry of the Psalmist for God and his de- 
light in prayer. ,The manner in which 
the Book of Common Prayer respects 
the integrity of a Psalm might well 
teach us what can be gained by using 
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What A-V experts say about 
Pageant pre-lubrication 


“The permanent pre- 

lubrication of the Pag- 

eant Projector solves a 

basic maintenance prob- 

lem. We encourage the 

widest possible use of 
projectors ... which means opera- 
tion by many different people. 
Since oiling schedules are not al- 
ways dependable, the elimination 
of this chore should result in even 
wider use and longer life for 
16mm. sound projectors.” 


M. N. Hillyer 
Hoover Brothers, Inc. 
St. Louis, Missouri 


“Central California edu- 
cators have found projec- 
tor lubrication unneces- 
sary, inefficient, and time- 
consuming—that’s why 
more new Pageant Sound 

Projectors are being sold here than 

any other.” 

Carroll W. Rice, Mgr. 

Audio-Visual Dept. 

Fresne Camera Exchange 

Fresno, Califernia 


“Since we have been han- 
‘@ dling the Pageant Pro- 
jector, we are happy to 
report that service due 
to faulty lubrication has 
been nil. You’ve got 


ey 


something with that permanent 
pre-lubrication feature.” 
L. C. Vath 


Audio-Visual Aids 
Sharpsville, Pa. 


“The problem of proper 
lubrication of sound pro- 
jectors in schools and 
churches is a major item 
of concern. In using and 
demonstrating the Koda- 
scope Pageant Projector, we find 
that permanent pre-lubrication is 
one of the outstanding projector 
features today.” 

Adrian L. Testerman 


Graham Photo Supply 
Greenville, South Carolina 


The. Pageant, Model 1, for 
average sound-and-silent | 
shows... the 


case Pageants AV-151. 


BV-151-8 tor extra power output, 


and tone control . . . the Model AV-151-S and 





AV-151-SE Pageant 


To keep their full attention... 
curb these 5 projection difficulties 


1. Projector breakdowns due to faulty lubrication 
2. Distracting projector noise 

3. Lack of over-all picture sharpness 

4. Garbled, sing-songy, unnatural sound 

5. Can't-hear-in-back-of-room trouble 


Only wiz a Pageant can you overcome all 
these difficulties, because only the Pageant 
offers all five of these important features: 

Permanent Pre-Lubrication: Improper lubrica- 
tion is the chief cause of damage to sound-pro- 
jection equipment. But with a Pageant, oiling 
is never a problem! The Pageant—exclusive 
among all 16mm. sound projectors—is per- 
manently pre-lubricated at the factory! 


Permanent Quietness: Nylon gears, a nonskip 
pulldown mechanism, and other features 
make the Paj'eant outstandingly quiet. And 
pre-lubrication makes noiseless operation a 
permanent feature. Noise means wear... and 
Pageant design keeps both to a minimum! 

Built-in ‘‘Field-Sharpening Element’: Conven- 
tional projection lenses have curved fields. 
With these, you can get only the center or only 
the edges into sharp focus at one time. But in 
the Pageant, a built-in “field-sharpening ele- 


ment” eliminates this curvature . . . makes 
possible sharp, clear, over-all focus. 


Sound Focusing: Since different types of 16mm. 
film have the sound track in different posi- 
tions, a fixed scanning beam cannot give qual- 
ity sound reproduction from all types of film. 
If it is adjusted for originals, for example, 
fidelity falls off when you run “dupes.” Only 
the Pageant has a built-in Fidelity Control 
that lets you precisely focus the scanning beam 
for crisp, clear sound with any type of film. 

Optimum Sound—Anywhere: Amplifier power 
alone is no assurance of proper sound cover- 
age. Comfortable sound is the product of three 
factors—sound output, speaker capacity, and 
distribution. Pageant sound is always ade- 
quate because the rated wattage is deliverable 
power, honestly ava‘lable under actual condi- 
tions... because speakers are of ample ca- 
pacity for their amplifiers...and because 
matched auxiliary speakers are available for 
acoustically difficult locations. 

The Pageant, Model 1, shown above, lists 
at $375. For detailed information on this and 
other Kodak projectors, call your Kodak 
Audio-Visual Dealer or mail the coupon. 
(Price subject to change without notice.) 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, pep. 8-v, Rochesier 4, N.Y. 


C Kedascope Pageant, Model 1 


Send name of nearest Kodak Audio-Visual Dealer... information on projectors checked: 
(0 Kedascope Pageant, Model AV-071 


C0 Kedascope Pageant, Models AV-151 and AV-151-E () Kodascope Pageant, Mo~els 


GQ 
NAME 


AV-151-S and AV-151-SE () Kodascope Analyst (1) Eastman 16mm. 
Projector, Model 25 () Auxiliary speaker equipment 


y" 


A 





projectors in 
ORGANIZATION 





ADDRESS 
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a Psalm in the wholeness of its mood 
and meaning. 


4. Responsive Readings will be most 
effective when the rhythmic movement 
is strongly marked, brief, and simple. 
The effectiveness of the Reading as a 
congregation act depends upon the 
measure in which the people can read 
confidently and surely together. The 
longer, the less definite, the more ir- 
regular the rhythmic patterns of the 
lines, the more the readers will find 
themselves “out of step” with one an- 
other and therefore hesitant to commit 
themselves positively to the act of read- 
ing. 
This principle may be illustrated from 
familiar passages in the Psalms: note, 
for example, the number of stressed 
words in these lines from Psalm 24: 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof (4) 

The age 9 and they that dwell there- 
in (4 

For He hath founded 
seas (2) 

And established it upon the floods (2) 

Here the rhythm is strong, simple, 
clear. Compare this with the following 
from a Reading entitled, “Wisdom 4.” 
And throughout all time it marcheth 

crowned in triumph, 
Victorious in the strife for the prizes 
that are undefiled. (10) 

Or: 

Love shall be judge over mankind, 
and it shall not more be said of nations 
that they are weak or strong, for they 
shall be judged by their wisdom and not 
by their strength. (13:15) 

The violation of this principle usually 
occurs in gne of two ways: 1) the ma- 
terial is chosen without regard to its 
rhythmic pattern; or 2) the amount of 
material given as a unit obscures‘ the 
clarity of the rhythms. -This is seen 
clearly in those hymnals in which the 
Psalms are read with complete verses 
set in alternation between leader and 
people, rather than being divided be- 
tween the simple rhythmic units. The 
result is an “alternate” reading, but 
hardly one in which the interplay be- 
tween leader and people can be called 
truly “responsive.” The very punctua- 
tion of the Psalms, as given in the 
Authorized Version, would indicate their 
best use if it were carefully observed. 
Here again the arrangement of the 
Psalms in the Book of Common Prayer 
can illustrate the full value of this 
principle of simple rhythmic patterns. 

5. Finally, the Responsive Readings 
require careful attention to the manner 
of reading. People will read much more 
effectively standing than seated in the 
pews. We cannot expect more than a 
drowsy murmur from people languish- 
ing in their seats when they supposedly 
are lifting their voices in praise and 
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prayer to God. Again, the vitality of 
the Readings would be enhanced if the 
minister did not have to carry the bur- 
den of moving them on by himself. In 
one church the response is made, not 
between minister and congregation, but 
between the two parts of the congrega- 
tion who turn to face each other across 
the central aisle. At least the choir can 
be trained to give leadership and sup- 
port to the voices of the congregation. 
Rehearsal of the Reading by the minis- 
ter and choir has as much to be said 
for it as rehearsal of the anthem. The 
minister himself, of course, is respon- 
sible for training himself to take his 
part effectively. He must set the mood 
of the Reading by appropriate use of 
the pitch and melody of his voice; he 
must set the appropriate rate of move- 
ment; and in view of the “acoustical 
lag” in many churches, he must learn 
how to “pick up his cue” so that the 
Reading does not fall apart at the divi- 
sion points. This does not mean that he 
reads rapidly or gives the impression of 
haste. He tries, rather, to fit his utter- 
ance tightly in touch with the utterance 
of the people so that the continuity of 
the Reading is maintained. By taking 
thought the minister can discover how 
to employ his voice in a way that will 
give to the Reading the pace, mood and 
spirit required to make it an act of wor- 
ship which lifts, gratifies and inspires 
the congregation with a true love of 
worship and joy in taking part in it. 

A paraphrase of Chesterton’s epi- 
gram on Christianity might well be 
spoken on the Responsive Reading. It 
has not so much been tried and failed; 
in our day, at least, it is not being seri- 
ously tried. We wait here for an editor 
who will give us a collection of Read- 
ings which can really serve the pur- 
poses of this act; and we wait for min- 
isters and congregations whose con- 
sciousness of God in their acts of wor- 
ship will inspire them to raise their 
praise of him in this ancient and yet 
entirely modern way. 


Religious Kefauver Committee 
(From page 15) 


ing boys. Punishment is not the answer. 
Rehabilitation would be. I hope there 
will be more efforts of this kind and 
good results from them. It will make 
the job of law enforcement officers all 
over the nation a lot easier. 

MAYOR BAKER: I trust this effort 
will spread over the nation and be ac- 
cepted and supported. The Lord knows 
we need it. 

The statements and information here 
given are necessarily sketchy. But 
these were the beginnings. A talk with 
Senator Kefauver and contacting others 
to assist in the effort who were known 
to be interested and capable was done. 


Further meetings ‘were~ptanned for 
numerous cities, but because of lack of 
sufficient funds, meetings had to be cur- 
tailed. Individual efforts have gone on 
and much information has been gath- 
ered and is on file, waiting now the call 
of the Senate investigating committee. 

Just what our part will be in the pro- 
ceedings to come and how much recog- 
nition our original efforts will get, we 
do not know. Only God does. If the 
church element and responsibility in 
this is by-passed and if no corrective 
measures are offered by the committee, 
it will be just another case of tax- 
payers’ money affording an opportunity 
for free publicity for politicians who 
may well use the opportunity to get 
themselves re-elected. 

If our original idea and our findings 
are given no place by the Senatorial 
committee, we will be disappointed: and 
may well feel that such efforts are for 
individual and group publicity, but we 
will know, as will others, that we start- 
ed a fine thing and did our best to con- 
tribute to its ongoing. 

At least, as the Senate committee 
procedures get under way, through 
various church publications we will con- 
tinue to report our findings from the 
religious standpoint and pray that the 
churches will force themselves into the 
thick of the fight. 

This writer will be happy to have 
any information or inquiries from min- 
isters of any denomination anywhere 
who read these comments in Church 
Management. 


CHURCH GROUP PROMOTES 
CHRISTMAS PAINTING 
Wilmington, Delaware — The univer- 
sal significance of Christmas to all 
Christians is emphasized in an origi- 
nal oil painting which the Keep Christ 
in Christmas Committee of the Wil- 
mington Council of Churches has se- 
lected for city-wide display this year. 
The artist, Charles A. Colombo, has 
depicted the spirit of Christmas as an 
angel, silhouetted against a morning 
sky, with outstretched hands spread 
over a landscape dotted with churches 

of varied architecture. 

The policy of choosing a painting 
each year to encourage the religious 
motif in art and to stress the meaning 
of Christmas was instituted by the 
committee last year. 

Meanwhile, the committee has achiev- 
ed one notable change in a long-stand- 
ing tradition here. Chamber of Com- 
merce officials said they will eliminate 
from this year’s pre-Christmas parade 
the array of gigantic inflated rubber 
figures of animals and fairy-tale char- 
acters which were prominently fea- 
tured in previous parades.—RNS 
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NEW* FUND-RAISING SERVICE 
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*Campaicn Associates of Kansas City has gone national! 
We're pleased to announce the expansion of our organization 
from strictly regional to nationwide status. We are 
equipped and ready to assume responsibility for church 


fund raising projects anywhere within the 48 states: 


Some Facts about us: No minimum fee. Centrally located 
headquarters, and low overhead (since every man in our 
organization is a producing fund raiser) keep your campaign 
fee very, very low. We've had many years of tested, proven 
experience on church fund raising projects. You'll want 

to talk to us about the financial program you're considering! 


Send the coupon below for fund-raising facts. 


We'd like to take advantage of your “no obligation” 
preliminary church counseling service. 
We are considering: [] sanctuary expansion [] educational 
building [] remodeling [] re-locating [] debt retirement [1] budget 
(] Your representative may call when nearby 
[-] Send us literature telling how you’ve helped others 
(-] Please arrange to meet with us on ; pa? 

at (hour)... [J] You may telephone us 
We have_ _members. Our annual budget is $ ‘nti 
Clntwle sis a  e New ibid tin ib sec at 
Address iecctpbit bah oaactcienaokeeook Me Pine oben ale 
City_ State_ 


CAMPAIGN ASSOCIATES 


church fund raising counsel 
6314 Brookside Plaza, Kansas City 13, Missouri 
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LISTEN TO YOURSELF 
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A File of Recorded Sermons 
by Robert pf Jhge 


ID you ever hear yourself preach? 
It is a very revealing experience 
and sometimes very humiliating. 

As a District Superintendent, I 
preached in a small country town one 
Sunday morning. While awaiting din- 
ner at the parsonage, the young preach- 
er said, “Would you like to hear the 
sermon you preached this morning?” I 
knew that he had a tape recorder in 
action during the service. So while we 
waited for dinner I heard my sermon. 

I would never have recognized my 
own voice, but I readily noted the de- 
fects in delivery. There was little to 
elate me in the experience, but much to 
cause me to decide there and then to 
attempt to improve both the contents 
and the delivery of my sermons. 

The young preacher said that his 
wife had criticized him repeatedly but 
he had denied her statements and 
thought that she was _ super-critical 
without cause. She had told him of 
his weakness in diction and tone qual- 
ity of his voice as well as some gram- 
matical errors of which he was guilty. 
But he said when he got the recorder 
and studied his own voice and the con- 
tents of his sermons, he was convinced 
that his wife’s criticism was an under- 
statement, and that she had been ex- 
ceedingly kind. So he made every ef- 
fort to correct his grammatical errors, 
studied his delivery and sought to im- 
prove his voice control and is now on 
the way to being a much improved pub- 
lic speaker. 

Not long ago I was conducting a 
“Preaching Mission” in a county seat 
town. Again the pastor recorded my 
sermons. Although I have been 
preaching forty-seven years I learned 
much by hearing the recordings each 
day. These tape recordings have, at 
least, three very valuable uses. 

1. As already stated, they may be 
used as a means of study of sermons 
and their delivery, making it possible 
for the preacher who cares to correct 
his errors. Such a use must not be 
discounted. It can be invaluable to the 
studious preacher who desires to im- 
prove his style of preaching. 

2. Most ministers use these record- 
ings to enable the sick and shut-in 
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members to enjoy the church services 
in their own home. This use of re- 
cordings bring untold enjoyment to 
those who are fortunate enough to be- 
long to a church that has a tape re- 
corder. This method should be used 
more and more to take the church into 
the home. 

These two uses of the recorder are 
very common and perhaps every min- 
ister who is fortunate enough to own 
one follows this pattern in the usage. 
But I would like to introduce another 
use of the tape recorder that did not 
originate in my thinking. A _broth- 
er minister suggested to me the expan- 
sion of the usefulness of such record- 
ings. This is what he said: 


A File of Recorded Sermons 

“Why shouldn’t there be a recorded 
sermon of each preacher on file where 
it would be available to anyone interest- 
ed. Bishops and district and state super- 
intendents have littleopportunity tohear 
their pastors preach, so have not infor- 
mation at hand when a pastoral! rela- 
tion committee asks about the prospec- 
tive pastor’s ability to preach. Sup- 
pose a committee came to a bishop or 
district superintendent to ask about the 
preaching ability of a certain brother. 
The bishop or the superintendent could 
say that they had never heard him 
preach, but that they could furnish a 
recording that would be a good sample 
of his preaching.” 

Fantastic! you say. Maybe so—but 
let us explore the suggestion further 
before we turn thumbs down on the 
idea. Each minister interested could 
furnish one recorded sermon, if he 
wished, to be filed in the Conference or 
Area or State office. Of course the 
preacher will record, what he thinks to 
be, his best sermon. That would be his 
privilege and no more than you would 
expect him to do. He would do this if 
he preached a trial sermon or if he 
knew that a pastoral relation commit- 
tee would be in his congregation on a 
stated Sunday. 

It would stop the trend so prevalent 
in our larger churches of visiting oth- 
er churches with the purpose of hear- 
ing a preacher with the thought of 
calling him. This is denied to many 
of our smaller churches. Some churches 
invite ministers to preach for them 


with the thought that if he is liked he 
will be invited to the new pulpit. 

This practice is disturbing to the 
churches and is often unfair to both the 
preacher and the visiting committee. 
It is also unfair to the small church 
because the bishop and the district 
superintendent discourages the prac- 
tice in the small church that they can- 
not control in the larger parishes. 

A recording of a man’s sermon could 
be made available to any or all com- 
mittees interested so they could hear 
the preacher in question and they 
could form an intelligent judgment 
without disturbing church or pastor. 

But the objection is raised that a 
man can not put his personality into a 
recording. This is true that some 
preachers depend upon their personal- 
ity to put across a sermon weak in con- 
tent. But a preacher should be judged 
more by his intellectual and spiritual 
content than his ability to “put it over” 
by a pleasing personality or a unique 
presentation. 

On the other hand the preacher not 
blessed with a dramatic presence but 
is rich in the content of his sermon 
would benefit by having his preaching 
judged, not by a Hollywood physique 


_and dramatic manners, but by brain 


content. 


I know ministers of unusual ability, 
who make every sermon they preach 
reservoirs of fact and information but 
they are devoid of striking personal- 
ities. But they rate high when you 
hear their words cf wisdom and need 
not be discounted by any lack of phys- 
ical or oratorical gifts. 

What a help to a bishop or superin- 
tendent! They know the statistics of a 
man’s pastoral ministry but are often 
unfair (unconsciously) in their evalu- 
ation of his preaching ability. 

A bishop recommended one man 
above another to a church committee, 
when I am sure he had never heard 
either man preach. He said one was 
a much better preacher than the other 
one. Was that fair? How much bet- 
ter would it have been to have said, 
“Here are two records. You can hear 
both of them and decide for yourself.” 

A church official blocked a good man 
from consideration by a committee 
from a large church, when the least he 
could have done would have been to 
give this man a chance with others. A 
sermon recording would have given 
this man a chance, and he would have 
brought honor and ability to this pulpit. 

Maybe all this is a wild dream; it 
may be too advanced and too intricate 
for our day, but like all innovations it 
may be called impractical now, but who 
knows but that in ten years it may be 
a part of the usual technique. 
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Still the Finest for ‘54 


Monroe 


FOLDING PEDESTAL 
BANQUET TABLES 


DIRECT PRICES and 


DISCOUNTS to CHURCHES 


SCHOOLS, CLUBS, 
LODGES, ETC. 


@Replace your old, heavy and obsolete dining tables with new, Modern 
Monroe Folding Banquet Tables, the tables with the exclusive Folding 
Pedestal and the positive non-tip design. Tables equipped with special 
tops of Beauty-Bonded Formica or Ornacel in four attractive finishes 


also available. 


ADJUSTABLE HEIGHT TABLES 


See These tables may 


be used in the Kin- 
dergarten and In- 
From 30—To—20 Inches 


termediate grades 
or extended to a 
full 30” for adult 
dinners. 


TEACHER'S KINDERGARTEN TABLE 


Teacher sits with 
the class ... Bet- * 
ter control, greater 
class interest. Ad- 
justable from 20 to 
30 inches. 


Soe ——- 


FOUNDED 1908 BY H. W. MONROE 


THE Mon TrOe 








ote 


Se ; 
58 te r 
RE a cat d 


MONROE TRUCKS FOR 
FOLDING TABLES & CHAIRS 


Truck No. TS Trans- 
port-Storage. Holds 
up to 12 tables. 


Chair Truck No. 
TSC. Will trans- 
port and store up 
to 40 chairs. 


WRITE FOR NEW 
1953 CATALOG 
WITH TABLES IN 
FULL COLOR AND 
CURRENT 
DISCOUNTS 








60 CHURCH ST. 





q—— Company 
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PASTORS ACCORDING TO MY HEART 





A Charge to the New Pastor 


by Frank Fitt+ 


T HAS always seemed to me some- 
thing in the nature of a presump- 
tion for any minister publicly to 

proffer advice to another minister. The 
minister who does so may be older and, 
because he is older, may have had‘a 
longer experience of what a parish de- 
mands, but, if he be honest with him- 
self, he will be decidedly aware of his 
own failures and shortcomings, and for 
that reason if for no other he should 
express himself in a spirit in which 
hope is mingled with humility. At least 
that is what I shall seek to do now at 
this service of installation in which I 
welcome an assistant minister to the 
rank of an associateship. 

It so happens that in my..daily devo- 
tional reading of the Scriptures two or 
three weeks ago I came across a text 
which I had not remembered from pre- 
vious readings and which seemed most 
appropriate for this occasion. It is from 
the writings of the prophet Jeremiah 
and despite its very ancient origin, for 
it is more than 2500 years old, I doubt 
if I could have found any words in any 
recent publication which would have 
seemed as suitable. Here is the expres- 
sion of this author in our Old Testa- 
ment when he was seeking to build up 
the confidence of his people for the 
days and years ahead: “And I will give 
you pastors according to my heart, 


*This charge was delivered by Dr. Fitt at the 
installation of Paul Freley Ketchum as associate 
minister of the Grosse Pointe Farms Memorial 








which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding.” 

There are some texts in the Bible 
which, in the most obvious fashion, 
divide themselves quite. naturally into 
several parts. Thisitext which I have 
just quoted is of that select company. 
It consists of only eighteen words, but 
within those brief limits there are four 
divisions, each division applying itself 
very definitely to this evening’s occa- 
sion. I shall now take-up these divi- 
sions in the order in which the prophet 
Jeremiah supplies them. 


“And I will give you pastors accord- 
ing to my heart, .. .” 


Who are the “pastors according to 
my heart?” They are those who are 
well-pleasing to God because in all sin- 
cerity they seek to serve him at every 
stage of their pilgrimage. No one is 
perfect and most certainly ministers 
can lay no claim to perfection. They 
make mistakes, they commit sins, they 
repent and seek to go forward again 
even as all other Christians seek to do. 
But they must be honest in their ex- 
pression of themselves, genuine in their 
devotion, frank and upright in their 
ways and, above all, natural. We have 
all heard of that wretched individual 
who was born a man and died a grocer 
and I presume it is possible to be born 
a man and die a minister. Certainly we 
who seek to express the Gospel should 
be free from the calamity of cant and 
the unattractiveness of artificiality. To 





CONSCIENCE MAY SAY “GO” BUT THE CHURCH SAYS “COME” 




















put it as briefly as possible, we must be 
ourselves, our very best selves, as con- 
stantly as we can, so that all who have 
to do with us will have no reservations 
concerning our sincerity. 


“Which shall feed you .. .” 

Some years ago when we were having 
a spate of books about ministers by 
their children I remember one book in 
particular. The son who had become a 
newspaper man wrote about his father 
who had been a minister: The main 
point about that parent was that within 
a year or so of his arrival in any par- 
ish, and he moved on from one parish 
to, another rapidly in his professional 
career, he had succeeded in creating a 
major division in his congregation. Half 
of the men and women wanted to vote 
him out and the other half wanted to 
keep him indefinitely, but the former 
group usually was victorious. The 
father seemed to consider that he had 
failed in his ministry unless he had 
created a violent controversy regarding 
himself among his people. Perhaps he 
was justified. I am sure, however, 
that that unhappy situation never 
arises when a minister really feeds his 
people. What does it mean to feed peo- 
ple? It means that by all means at his 
disposal, through the pulpit always, he 
shall teach them of the Gospel’s chief 
deciarations about God and man and 
the Divine Grace afforded through our 
Lord. The ordinary food we eat builds 
our bodies and there is another type of 
food which builds our souls. Of this 
latter type of food the minister is the 
dispenser. 


“With knowledge .. .” 

What kind of knowledge? Certainly 
not the kind of knowledge which men 
and women can find in books and maga- 
zines and newspapers; certainly not the 
kind of knowledge which is given in the 
high school or the college or the uni- 
versity. The minister does not despise 
such knowledge, but it is subordinate to 
knowledge of another type. No: the 
minister specializes in the truths pro- 
claimed in the Bible, our Book of faith 
and life. As long as he lives he should 
study and expound what the Bible of- 
fers. Its writings arose out of the needs 
of men and women which are the same 
today as in the long yesterday. The 
Bible not only describes those needs, 
but, more than any other book, ancient 
or modern, it suggests an answer for 
them. 


“And understanding.” 

The loriger a minister remains in the 
same parish the more he will be sought 
out by those who have found themselves 
crashing against the desperate situa- 
tions which life can sometimes bring. 

(Turn to page 24) 
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First Methodist Church, Albany, Georgia 
Dennis & Dennis, Architects 
Richard V. Richard, Associate 





YOU ARE INVITED TO DRAW 
ON OUR LONG, SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE 


When the time comes to remodel, reseat or build, 
you and your architect are invited to draw on 
American Seating Company’s more than 65 years 
of successful experience. Our Church Furniture 
Designers offer you thorough familiarity with 
liturgical correctness and the craftsmanship re- 
quired for beautiful church furnishings. 

Many of America’s most distinguished churches 


are provided with chancel furniture, architectural 


woodwork, and Bodiform pews or auditorium- 
type upholstered chairs with church-design ends, 
created by American Seating Company for the 
long and faithful service which is the only meas- 
ure of true economy. American Folding Chairs, 
too, deserve your consideration. Write to us in 
detail about your plans. 


WORLD’S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING + GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN + BRANCH OFFICES AND DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
MANUFACTURERS OF CHURCH, SCHOOL, AUDITORIUM, THEATRE, TRANSPORTATION, STADIUM SEATING, AND FOLDING CHAIRS 
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LEADED GLASS WINDOWS 
~ CAN BE DESIGNED AT LOW 
COST AND STILL BE ARTFULLY 
ATTRACTIVE. 

THE WINDOW ILLUSTRATED 
IS AN EXAMPLE. IT INCOR. 
PORATES IMPORTED BELGIUM 
GLASS IN THE BACKGROUND 
WITH FRENCH, ENGLISH AND 
GERMAN GLASS IN THE 
SYMBOL SECTION. 


THIS STYLE WIN- 


t 


- DOW WILL AVER- 
AGE AS LOW AS 
$6.00 THE SQUARE 
FOOT. 


Santa fe hee 
| of SC urch Det 


SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 








name el 








| vine, Tree of Knowledge. 


| ister. 
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Palace of Christ the King 


(From page 11) 

Nave and chancel, by design, portray 
“proper Christian symbolism in beauti- 
ful Chinese style.” Rose mahogany 
pews simulate teak wood. Their ends 
are shaped and carved to resemble 
Chinese ceremonial arm chairs. 
Through the glass doors worshippers 
see the peaceful garden. In red and 
black, as on the outside, the peach 
blossom design outlines the panels. 
Above, black and white characters read, 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” 

The communion rail is fashioned like 
a Chinese libation table. Its inscription 
reads, “This do in remembrance of me.” 
Beyond the divided rail the chancel is 
raised. Honduras mahogany simulates 
camphor wood in pulpit, lectern and 
altar. The golden Scripture messages 
on the side panels of pulpit and lectern 
and on the altar are in the exquisite 


| calligraphy which Chinese people ven- 
| erate. 


The symbolic designs on pulpit, lec- 
tern and altar were conceived by the 


pastor, designed by a Chinese student 
| artist, consulting the pastor, and exe- 


cuted faultlessly by an old Italian wood 
carver. The pulpit’s central panel de- 
picts a pomegranate, Tree of Life. The 
lectern’s central panel bears a grape 
Above both 
pomegranate and grape the five sacred 
mountains of China symbolize eternity, 
foundation for preaching and reading 
the Lord’s message. Pulpit and lectern 
present messages to the officiating min- 
Incised on the reader’s side of 
the lectern is “Thy Word is Eternal.” 
The chancel side of the pulpit reminds, 
“Sir, We Would See Jesus.” 

The altar, oatterned after a Chinese 


| libation table, “preserves a_ distinct 
| Christian character by the inscription 


on the retable’s upright, ‘Holy, Holy, 
Holy’.” The altar carving interprets 
the first verse of Hebrews twelve by 


| the stylized Chinese cloud design, con- 
| taining the immortality signs within 








| suggests 
| ground of Chinese belief. The cross 
| rising from the lotus “signifies that 
| Buddhism and Taoism must find fulfill- 
_ ment in the cross of Christ.” This cross, 
ii | the form introduced into China by Nes- 
| torian Christians in the seventh cen- 


| its borders. Below, the lotus blossom, 


symbol of seeking truth and light, 
the Buddhist - Taoist back- 


tury, is flanked by the symbols Alpha 
and Omega. 

The sanctuary light is an old Chi- 
nese temple bell. Light behind red glass 
signifies God’s eternal flame of truth. 

The rear wall of the nave is a series 
of screen doors. Folded back, they make 
the sccial hall a continuation of the 
nave. This hall and the educational unit 
upstairs fulfill the builders’ purpose “to 


combine Western utility and Christian 
form with Chinese ornamentations.” 

About to re-enter the world’s turmoil 
the worshipper faces a final reminder 
above the Moon Gate: “Not to be min- 
istered unto but to minister.” 


Charge to the New Pastor 
(From page 22) 

He is like the surgeon on duty in the 
emergency ward who can expect the 
victims of accident cases and homicidal 
attacks and similar tragedies with this 
difference, that the surgeon cares for 
the broken body and the minister the 
broken soul. He will need all his under- 
standing, which after all, is only an- 
other word for insight, sympathy, com- 
passion and the intuitive sensing of 
what has really caused the individual’s 
tragedy and how he can find God for 
his healing. By day and by night, all 
through the twenty-four hours, and al- 
most always without a moment’s warn- 
ing, every minister should be prepared 
for this responsibility. 

With these words which summarize 
what I have learned across the years in 
our profession I welcome you into the 
associate ministry of this parish in the 
sure confidence that you will continue 
to commend yourself as God’s servant 
in our midst. 


AMERICAN PRISONERS CONDUCT 
OWN SERVICES 


Washington, D. C.—The story of 
how American prisoners of war organ- 
ized and conducted their own Christian 
worship services in dismal North Ko- 
rean camps was revealed here by the 
Department of Defense. 

The Department released details of 
the activities of Staff Sgt. Leo E. Cun- 
ningham of Portland, Ore., who as a 
prisoner of the Communists from Sep- 
tember 15, 1951 to August 23, 1953, 
led Christian work in the camp near 
the Yalu River where he and other 
Americans were detained. 

The men had nothing but a worn 
New Testament, but made their own 
hymn books containing ten songs that 
they wrote down from memory. In- 
cluded were “I Need Thee Every Hour,” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer,” and “Jesus Is 
Tenderiy Calling Thee Home.” 

A wooden cross was carved by the 
prisoners and Cpl. Herbert M. Rom- 
berger of Toledo, Ohio, made a pencil 
drawing of the Head of Christ. Re- 
turned prisoners said their spirits were 
greatly bolstered by these services. 

When the men were repatriated,. they 
brought the prison-camp cross with 
them, together with their hand-written 
hymnals and the treasured picture of 
Christ which. Cpl. Romberger had 
drawn. — RNS 
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NO MATTER WHERE YOU LIVE, OUR PARISH PAPER 
SERVICE WILL SOLVE YOUR “EMPTY PEW” PROBLEM 


Distance No Obstacle 

From Maine to California, from Texas to Northern Canada, come inquiries, telling the discouraging story of 
small congregations, indifferent workers, lack of cooperation, empty pews. Pastors realize the need of something 
that will keep the community informed of the church’s doings and awaken the interest of men. 

In most instances we can refer to pastors in nearby churches where the Parish Paper Idea is used success- 
fully. Regardless of how far away your church may be from us we can serve you quickly and effectively. Distance 
is no obstacle. 


The Parish Paper Idea Extend Your Influence 

If you are preaching to empty pews it is your Why struggle along through your pastorate giving 
own fault. The best method of church publicity, the the best that is in you and yet laboring under heavy 
proper use of printers’ ink, will work wonders in handicaps? What the Parish Paper has done for others 
your church. The big problem is to make people it will do for you; advertise your church, increase the 
think about your church—thinking, talking, planning, attendance and collections, conserve your time and 
contributing! With the Parish Paper you can talk with increase your own prestige, and build a unity among 
them, tell them what you are doing and planning to your church workers and business men that will sur- 
do; you can place your message in every home in the prise you. You can be a successful pastor with a Parish 
community. Paper. 


INVESTIGATE and THEN DECIDE 


For samples, prices and full particulars regarding 
our service and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated 
Parish Manual containing detailed explanation of 
publishing procedure, fill out and mail the coupon. 


Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


Realif gs Pr0r 


a2 3 tet wa Ave. 


Qa 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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A CHURCH PARTY 
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For New Year's Eve: 
by , { of Hersey* 


OST churches hold New Year’s 
M Eve services, either the Watch 
Night type of gathering or a 
regular worship service. These usually 
begin shortly before midnight. To 
bridge the gap of the evening as well 
as to emphasize the social significance 
of the season, why not have a New 
Year’s Eve party before the service? 
Here is a suggested evening of fun. 
Invitations are sent out to the whole 
parish mailing list. They are infor- 
mal and are decorated with bells or 
similar New Year motifs. They might 
read as follows: 





The Jackson Family is invited to a 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
at the First Church Parish House 
Thursday, December 31 
at 8:30 o’clock 
Come and greet old friends. 
Come and meet new friends. 
The party will be followed by our 
regular Watch Night Service 
in the church at 11:15. 











Preparation 

Decorate the Fellowship Hall with 
appropriate New Year designs—horns 
calendars, hour glasses, balloons. (Put 
the young people to work on this.) 

Arrange tables so that ten or twelve 
people can sit around each. Decorate 
each table individually to represent a 
month of the year. Use a centerpiece 
of a snowman for January, a cherry 
tree for February, a shamrock for 
March, Easter bunny for April, May- 
pole for May, bride for June, fire- 
cracker for July, sailboat for August, 
schoolhouse for September, autumn 
foliage for October, pilgrims for No- 
vember, Christmas tree for December. 
If twelve tables are not enough for 
your expected group, set up more for 
the days of the week. You might have 
these decorated thus: Monday—wash 
tub, clothesline, etc., Tuesday—ironing 
board, Wednesday—baking dishes, doll 
stove, Thursday—market basket and 
groceries, Friday — pay envelopes, 
money, Saturday—golf clubs, picnic 
basket, Sunday—a miniature church. 
If these tables do not suffice (they will 





*Managing editor, Church Management, Inc. 
+For a Watch-night Service to follow, see 
page 34. 


handle about 200) you can set up oth- 
ers to resemble famous holidays of the 
year. 

For each table you have set up, pre- 
pare ten (or twelve if you have used 
that many chairs) tags. These can be 
the regular string tag used for price 
tags. Get big ones. On each tag print 
“Happy New Year”! Leave space for 
the wearer’s name and at the bottom 
print the name of the table: “January,” 
or “Wednesday.” Be sure not to have 
more tags than there are seats at any 
table. Mix these tags up and place 
them in a punch bowl on a stand near 
the entrance. Have a box of pencils 
beside the bowl. 

On each table have a well-sharpened 
pencil and a large sized pad of plain 
paper. 

Also on each have mimeographed 
sheets with the words to the songs you 
choose to use. You will see the neces- 
sity for this later. 

Select a master of ceremonies and 
a song leader. Go over the program 
with them carefully. Avpoint a com- 
mittee of three to greet guests at the 
door. 

Arrange for a few acts of entertain- 
ment. A solo or two perhaps, a skit, 
maybe an instrumental number or a 
magician act. Remember, you will have 
teen-agers and perhaps some younger 
children present, so keep their interest 
in mind. 

Select a committee for refreshments. 
Punch, cookies or small sandwiches 
should be enough. Use paper cups and 
plates with New Year napkins. 

Be sure you have a competent pianist 
for accompaniments. This is how the 
program proceeds: 

The Program 

After the guests have removed their 
wraps in the check room they are greet- 
ed by the reception committee at the 
door and requested to take a tag from 
the punch bowl and print their name 
on it. They are then told to tie the tag 
to their lapel or on a button on their 
dress, and instructed to walk up and 
down the aisles between the tables 
until they find the table that corre- 
sponds to the name on the tag. Here 
they take a seat and visit with their 
neighbors. 

At 8:45 the master of ceremonies ap- 


pears on the platform and welcomes 
the group etc. He announces that the 
program will begin with a community 
sing led by the Song Leader. The first 
song might be “The More We Get To- 
gether” or a similar number. Then 
the leader says that there will be a 
song recital entitled: “Songs of the 
Seasons.” He states that the first num- 
ber will be by the months making up 
spring (March, April, May). These 
tables might then sing something ap- 
propriate (“April Showers”) from 
their song sheets. The recital continues 
with summer (June, July, August) 
presenting “In the Good Old Summer- 
time.” This is followed by autumn 
(September, October, November) sing- 
ing “Harvest Moon.” Winter (Decem- 
ber, January, February) offer “Jingle 
Bells.” The days of the weeks could fol- 
low, singing as a group “June in Janu- 
ary.” At the end of the recital each 
group might be requested to stand one 
at a time, and the winning group se- 
lected by the applause of the audience. 
The guests might then sing together 
“All Beautiful the March of Days” by 
Frances W. Wile. 

This should bring the time schedule 
to about 9:10. At this point the master 
of ceremonies announces that the vari- 
ous groups will now be given an intel- 
ligence test. He asks each table to ap- 
point one representative to come for- 
ward and receive the problem. When 
these representatives have come to the 
stage, he explains to the audience that 
he is going to give a secret word to 
these messengers. They are to return 
to their tables, and at a given signal, 
take the pad of paper and pencil and 
through means of drawings, but with- 
out using written words or speaking, 
get the idea across to their fellow table 
members. They may only answer yes or 
no to questions from their group until 
one of the members guesses the right 
word. Then he may tell them they are 
correct and the group is to yell “Happy 
New Year” to signal the M.C. that they 
have gotten the answer. A point is 
given to the table solving the problem 
first. This game is then repeated about 
five times with new representatives 
sent forward each time. Typical words 
to use are: “thought,” “geography,” 
“anger,” and others of a more or less 
abstract nature. (This makes them 
harder to depict through pictures.) The 
table that has the most points is ad- 
judged the winner and in a humorous 
ceremony, cardboard blue ribbons with 
the word “Superintelligent” are pre- 
sented to each member. This event 
should be stopped about 9:40. 

As a respite a short solo or act might 
be presented here. 

After the solo, a contest is an- 
nounced whereby each table will pre- 














CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1953 





sent a tableau or skit representing 
either the birthday of a famous man in 
their month or an historic event which 
took place in the month. The days of 
the week can portray titles of famous 
books, ete., or some other charade fa- 
vorite. Five minutes are allotted to 
prepare the presentations. Then each 
table is given one minute on the stage 
to present the tableau. The table 
guessing correctly first, gets a point. 
If no one guesses in the minute, the 
presenting table loses a point. To the 
winners go cardboard awards reading 
“Good Guesser.” 

More entertainment might follow 
this, and about 10:20 punch and cookies 
could be served family style (pitcher, 
cups and plates on a tray) at each 
table. 

Allow about twenty-five minutes for 
visiting, etc., during this period. When 
it is about twenty-minutes before 
church time, have the song leader call 
the group together again to sing Auld 
Lang Syne. Then close the party by 
asking all to stand and join hands 
around the tables while they sing one 
verse of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 
As this is ended, an invitation to leave 
the hall and proceed to the church is in 
order. 


Group Discussion 
(From page 10) 
thus help to influence the attitudes and 
actions of all the other members. 
The underlying philosophy of a 
democratic society is that every citi- 
zen has something of value to contrib- 


ute to the common good. Group dis- | 
cussion is based upon this philosophy | 


too, and consequently provides a means 
for each discussant to contribute to the 
thinking of the group and to have a 
share in the group decision. 

Group discussion presupposes a so- 
ciety in which freedom of speech and 
. freedom of assembly are sanctioned. In 
fact, it could not Jong exist without 


these. It applies the philosophy of our | 


democratic way of life to the con.rete 
situation a group faces when confront- 
ed with a particular problem; and it 
offers a method, as well as a philosophy, 
of finding the solution and the corre- 
sponding course of action. Consequent- 
ly, group discussions ought to be used 
much more extensively than they are in 
charting the course of our common life 
in politics, in education, and _ in 
religion. 
Group Dynamics 

Group dynamics’ differs from group 
discussion in at least two important 
aspects. Let us state them positively 
as follows:~ 

Group dynamics utilizes expert opin- 





Protect Your Church 
From Pigeons 


Economical 
to use 


Humane to- 


the Birds 


Safe on all 
surfaces 


Harmless 
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ion to a greater degree than group 
discussion. A group discussion may 
be carried on by any group wishing to 
carry it on—educated or uneducated, 
prejudiced or unprejudiced, with a 
vague or a clearly defined purpose. 
Group dynamics, on the other hand, 
utilizes expert opinion. If the group 
doesn’t have some vital information it 
needs, it obtains it. One of the mem- 
bers may be assigned or he may volun- 
teer to obtain the information from 
any source available. He may do some 
research himself, or he may invite an 
expert from outside the group to come 
in person and present his information 
and recommendations. 

Thus group dynamics adds strength 
to the group by making sure that ac- 
curate information serves as the basis 
of discussion and decision. The advice 
and findings of expert scientists, psy- 
chologists, sociologists, engineers, edu- 
cators, scholars, ete., are all utilized. 
Group discussion might be compared to 
a family group at the dinner table, 
while group dynamies ‘might be com- 
pared to a meeting of scientists in the 
laboratory. 

Group dynamics does not, designate 
individual leadership to the extent that 
group discussion does. As we said pre- 


viously, a group discussion always has 
a designated leader—a teacher or 
chairman who is expected to guide and 
direct the thinking of the group more 


or less closely. But he is expected not 
to be too restrictive nor too permis- 
sive—just right for that particular 
group discussing that particular prob- 
lem! His role corresponds rather 
closely to that of a teacher in an in- 
formal situation. He is expected to be 
familiar with both the subject matter 
or problem being discussed and with 
the capabilities and idiosyncrasies of 
the participants. 

Group dynamics does not utilize 
leadership in this manner, since it is 
goal-directed and group-centered. True, 
a chairman may be designated to call 
a meeting to order, but that would be 
his primary function. After the meet- 
ing opened, the group itself would be 
homogenous enough — and autonomous 
enough—to decide upon the topic to be 
considered, upon the course of action 
to be undertaken, upon delegating re- 
sponsibility to various members or out- 
siders, etc. In other words, such a 
group has the power and the ability <o 
organize itself and execute its own 
work. It is non-directional in that it 
determines its own procedures. Exam- 
ples of such groups are the United 
States Congress, a Congregational 
church, an adult church-school class, 
and a family of parents and children. 
In such groups the real power resides 
in the group membership, but various 
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persons are designated to serve as lead- 
ers in various capacities at different 
times. Each person would be a leader 
in his particular area and a follower 
in many others. 

Group dynamics does not differ fun- 
damentally from group discussion. 
Rather it is an extension of it devel- 
oped to an advanced stage. It differs 
only slightly in emphasis and proce- 
dure. It utilizes mutual deliberation 
and mutual agreement the same as 
group discussion; but as the word 
“dynamics” implies, the strength and 
power for the deliberation and agree- 
ment comes from within the group it- 
self, from the interaction of members 
with one another. The principle of 
group dynamics is not new, although 
the phrase may be and is. So is the 
movement. But power manifesting it- 
self in group life goes back at least to 
early Christianity. Even a careful 
study of the account of Pentecost in 
Acts 2 can unveil the essential prin- 
ciples of group dynamics: 


1. They were with one accord in one 
place—a group. 

2. They were conscious of power—of 
group power by virtue of being 
together. 

. They were filled with the Holy 
Spirit—the Spirit came into their 
midst while they were together— 
not while they were alone. 

. There was clear communication 
among them—there was speaking 
and there was listening. The 
speakers spoke in the language 
of their listeners. Speaking in 
tongues meant that each person 
spoke so that others could un- 
derstand him. 

. The group raised up its: own lead- 
er to meet the occasion—none 
other than Peter. He preached 
the sermon. He was the spokes- 
man who defended the group. 

6. The group continued together and 
had all things in common. 


These principles applied to a church- 
school class would mean: 


1. Every class meeting with one ac- 
cord in one place is a group. 

2. Every class is a unit of power. 

3. Members of the class should be 
filled with the Spirit. 

. Each member should speak so 
that others can easily understand 
him. There should be clear com- 
munication. This is what speak- 
ing in tongues should mean. namely 
speaking in the tongue (language) 
of the listener. 

5. Each class—certainly each large 
adult class—should raise up its 
own leadership. This leadership 
should grow up from the group 
and speak in its behalf. 

. Every class should enioy continu- 
ing together as a group; should 
continue in the apostle’s doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and in prayers—and have 
all essentials in common. 


Effective Participation Essential 


Mutual deliberation depends to a 
large extent upon mutual interaction, 
and this in turn depends largely upon 
effective communication. There can 
scarcely be an effective exchange of 
ideas unless they are clearly expressed 
and articulately enunciated. When par- 
ticipating members cannot say what 
they mean, when they cannot find 
words to express their meaning, or 
when they,have found the right words 
but do not speak them so that others 
can easily hear or understand them, 
then the mechanics of the democratic 
process bog down. 

Certain skills are necessary to effec- 
tive participation. The skills each par- 
ticipant should have could be listed as 
follows: 

1. The skill to couch your ideas and 
feelings in words which convey 
your message and intentions to 
the listeners. 


2. The skill to enunciate and pro- 
nounce these words properly. 

3. The skill to speak them loudly 
enough to be easily heard by ev- 
eryone present. 

. The skill to use examples and 
illustrations effectively. 

. The skill to listen attentively. 

. The skill to say the right thing 
at the right time in a helpful 
manner. 

Coupled closely with the effective use 
of language and purposeful communi- 
cation is the ability to think clearly 
and constructively. .If a person can- 
not think clearly or if he does not 
know what he believes, then a knowl- 
edge of skill in language is of little 
avail in expressing himself, simply be- 
cause he has no crystalized ideas or 
convictions to express. But language 
and thinking go hand-in-hand. An un- 
derstanding of language tends to re- 
fine and sharpen one’s thinking; and, 
conversely, one’s sharpness in thinking 
tends eventually to express itself in 
clear language. 

Following a vital discussion 
leadership training class consisting 
of ministers, church school superin- 
tendents, teachers of adult classes, and 
others, I handed out self-evaluation 
questionnaires. One question was, 
“Did you feel more completely accept- 
ed by the group each time you spoke?” 
All members answered in the affirma- 
tive except one. This indicates that 
there is some degree of positive corre- 
lation between the number of times a 
person contributes to the thinking of 
the group and his feeling of belonging 
to it. To really belong, he simply must 
participate in deliberations both by 
listening and by speaking. If he does 
not, his body may be present sitting 
on a chair; but his mind is either a non- 
entity, is wandering away, or is crowd- 
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“Had I God’s leave, how I would 
alter things” shouts one of Brown- 
-_ 
ing’s unforgettable characters. 


As Christmas looms up in the dis- 
turbingly near future, the feeling 
grows that God’s blessing would 
surely be bestowed on a campaign to 
end the “exchange of presents” at 
this season. This unfortunate custom 
all but takes the joy out of our joyous 
Noel. 


Could a way be found to engage 
in studied extravagance, mankind 
would experience a new surge of 
hope. To give without a chance of 
receiving a matching gift would mean 
a recovery of the heart of Christian- 
ity. Givers would go all out in a gift 
if they felt sure repayment in kind 
were impossible. 


May we suggest one way to learn 
to keep Christmas Christian? Church 
folks often feel the urge to express 
appreciation to their ministers whose 
kindness cannot be adequately re- 
warded. Why not a single premium 
paid-up policy? It could be on the 
pastor’s life or an educational con- 
tract for his child. And the recipient 
could not retaliate in any material 
fashion. 


Here is the gift that keeps on giv- 
ing. For the price, the value is amaz- 
ing. Inquirers will be surprised to 
find how easily it may be bought. 

Write, sending date of birth, to: 
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ed out of the thinking process of the 
group. 

A person naturally feels more homo- 
genous with any group in which his 
comments are accepted. If a person’s 
comments are rejected because they are 
deemed invalid or irrelevant, the person 
himself is likely to feel rejected, and 
no doubt is. Be this as it may, parti- 
cipation in a group does tend to pro- 
duce a feeling of security in it. And 
a feeling of mutual security is based 
upon mutual deliberation and agree- 
ment. 


Knowing More About Less 
(From page 9) 
er” was the Gospel According to St. 
Luke. 

The second sermon dealt with the 
“scaffolding” principle. We have all 
seen a building under construction 
which was boxed in with a lattice work 
of scaffolding. Sometimes it seems to 
the neophyte that the scaffolding must 
require almost as much planning and 
skill and material as the building it- 
self. When we stand at a distance the 
scaffolding and the new construction 


” 


| blend together so that we can not easily 


determine which is the temporary 
framework and which is the permanent 
structure. This much we do know: 
both the temporary scaffolding and the 
permanent structure are necessary. 
This figure was employed to teach that 
not all passages of Scripture are of 
equal permanent value. The building 
under construction in the Bible may he 


| pictured as the kingdom of God while 


the scaffolding is comprised of the bu- 


- man situations within which the divine- 


human encounters have occurred. Our 
task in Bible reading, then, is to de- 
termine what is scaffolding and what 
is permanent structure —what is the 
temporary human situation and what 
is the eternal divine truth. 

The third sermon presented the 
principle of the paradox. Our people 
were reminded that throughout the 
Scriptures we discover that truth is 
revealed in seemingly contradictory 
statements. Examples are legion: “‘God 
is love” and “God is a consuming fire”; 
“My peace I give unto you” and “Do 
you think that I have come to give peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division.” If we want to find the truth 
in the Bible, therefore, we must be slow 
to base our opinion upon a single 
statement or an isolated text. Accept- 
ing just one of two paradoxical state- 
ments has been the greatest single 
source of false religious teaching. Ac- 
cepting only the proposition that God 
is love has led to the heresy of Chris- 
tian Science while accepting only the 
proposition that God is to be feared 


has led to equally unfortunate heresies 
of puritanical fundamentalism. Those 
who would find truth more fully face a 
sterner task: the task of dealing with 
truth in the form of paradox. 


Every sermon during the year was 
based on Luke’s Gospel. I did not be- 
gin at the beginning and proceed in 
plodding fashion to chapter twenty- 
four. Rather, I looked for the life- 
transforming ideas in the Gospel and 
endeavored to set them forth in ways 
which not only proclaimed the ideas 
but also introduced our congregation 
to Luke and his writings. I ought to 
say at this point that I experienced no 
difficulty in discovering enough suit- 
able texts for a year’s preaching. My 
problem lay in the opposite direction: 
I listed more than a hundred and twen- 
ty-five usable texts and titles. Holidays 
invariably increased the interest of 
our congregation for they tried to 
guess which passage would be chosen 
to interpret the special message. To 
give some variety, the Lenten sermons 
were semi-expository and semi-topical 
on “Events in History’s Most Event- 
ful Week.” At the year’s end I had 
not preached on any of the parables 
or.the miracles —for the reason that 
there wasn’t time. 

Daily Readings 

It ought to be noted that preaching 
on Luke comprised only a fraction of 
our parish experiment. Perhaps the 
heart of the matter found expression 
in suggested daily readings which were 
printed each Sunday in the worship 
folder. I selected the passages with 
considerable care and presented them 
according to a pattern which soon be- 
came familiar. I sought to select daily 
readings that would make sense within 
themselves while being neither too long 
nor too short; that would relate to the 
preaching immediately past or immedi- 
ately ahead; and that would carry some 
sort of inner correlation within the 
week’s selections. These were then 
listed so that the passage for Sunday 
would include the text for that day’s 
sermon while the passage for Monday 
included the text for the next sermon. 
Other passages for the week attempted 
to furnish background for the preach- 
ing ahead. Some of the more impor- 
tant passages appeared several times 
during the year but by the close of our 
experiment the entire Gospel had been 
included in our lists of suggested daily 
readings. 

We soon learned that our people 
genuinely appreciated these weekly 
guides for their private and family 
study. More than one family began 
to read the Bible together for the first 
time and it was not at all uncommon 
to be asked for the answer to some 
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by an oversight and after the benedic- 
tion, as we greeted our congregation, 


we ministers were fairly besieged by if ' * —_o 
people asking, “What happened to the hl Ae - : Yy : 
Bible readings?” After our parish sec- ‘tY . 


retary started counting she listed some 
twenty telephone calls during the fol- 
lowing week which asked the same 
question. We made certain that the 
readings were never omitted again! 


Be an a Six Generations 
Our efforts in familiarizing our par- 


ish with Luke’s Gospel did not stop 4 YL — A eae | of 
with preaching and with personal read- th » fan é i 
ing. We happen to have several h : i Church 
prayer cells which spend some time } a = Td NYA is ; 
each week in the study of devotional i S. ; _ Beautification 
literature and each of these prayer Ke , me “ay es 

groups gave a portion of their time to 
Luke. During Lent we used the par- 
ables found only in Luke as the basis 


for our family night discussions. Sev- || SANDON STAINED GLASS STUDIOS, Inc. 


eral of the parish organizations devot- 


ed a meeting or so to special aspects DESIGNERS AND CRAFTSMEN IN 
of the Gospel. STAINED AND LEADED GLASS 

What have we learned fromthis ex- 
periment which.has proved helpful to us 2112 Payne Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohie 
and which may prove helpful to other 
churches? First of all, we learned that 
our people like this approach. It has 
been a popular experiment! Much as 
the disciples once said to Jesus, “Lord, 
teach us to pray!” so present day 
churchmen are in earnest when they 
say, “Teach us to read!” Evidences of 
the popularity of the experiment are 
manifold: a steady increase in attend- 
ance at divine worship; a ready mar- 
ket for new copies of the Bible which 
we offered for sale; a marked interest 
made manifest in conversations during Offers 
pastoral visits and organization meet- e 
ings; words and notes of appreciation A Quality 
received throughout the year; and a / 
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reading in the Psalms and the Proph- 
ets. At one time I toyed with the idea 
of furnishing all of our members with 
a paper bound copy of Luke. Fortu- 
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nately, I sought the wisdom of one of 
our young laymen and he advised 
against the idea saying, “If you give 
us Luke that is all we'll read. Let us 
read Luke in the Bible and we’ll likely 
-go on and read something else.” He 
was proved right. 


Finally, we learned for ourselves 
that what the Reformers and the saints 
have claimed for the Book is true: .it 
is life-giving. Over and over again 
we have discovered that those of our 
number who have given themselves to 
an intelligent, prayerful, daily reading 
of the Book have been given a closer 
walk with him who is the Lord of the 
Book and the Lord of life. Many of 
us have found richer meaning in the 
familiar hymn: 

Break Thou the Bread of Life, dear 


Lord to me 
As Thou didst break the loaves beside 


the sea. 

Beyond the sacred page, I seek Thee, 
Lord, 

My spirit pants for Thee, O living 
Word. 


AN EX-COMMUNIST SPEAKS 


I taught my little boy there was no 
God, no heaven or hell, no such thing 
as truth or right, that most men out- 
side my own party were cruel and sel- 
fish. I poisoned my boy’s mind until 
he became a vicious little thief and 
liar. Now I am busy trying to extract 
the poison. I’m glad to say, too, that 
all the old barriers between my wife 
and me now have been broken down; 

. in my life there is real peace of 
mind and a joy before unknown. 

I used to think my own life was too 
difficult for any.power to alter. I was 
saturated with suspicion, strife, and 
selfishness; but, thank God, through 
Christ, these vices have been cast out. 
I want now to spend the rest of my 
days in loving and unselfish service to 
Him on behalf of my fellows. 

I am not saying that I have ceased 
to feel the pressure of economic and 
social problems that are, deep down 
and fundamentally, an expression of 
spiritual poverty; but when you turn 
a man’s heart to Christ, you go a long 
way toward settling all his problems. 
You make a new man of him and put 
love and honesty and fair dealing in his 
life. For instance, it is no use clearing 
out slums, putting people into new 
houses, until you clear out from their 
minds the atmosphere of the slums... . 

1 believe that the answer to all the 
social and economic problems in the 
world is to be found in Christ. I have 
pledged my allegiance to Him. My 
brothers, I ask you to do the same. — 
Frank Jennings in The Gospel on Skid 
Row; Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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AN ADVENTURE IN PUBLICITY 





Ten Men and the Gospel 
by Richard Ehlers* 


HE ten men referred to in the 

heading are all members of the 

West Milton, Ohio, Congregational- 
Christian Church. Among themselves 
they have agreed to contribute above 
their regular church contribution, from 
one to five dollars each, monthly, to a 
fund. The purpose of this fund is to 
provide the wherewithal to carry on 
an advertising campaign designed to 
spread the words of Jesus, broadcast 
over our community. 


In our case the medium used is our 
local weekly newspaper, the West Mil- 
ton Record. Organized for over five 
years, we call our group the Advertis- 
ing Club. The amount provided monthly 
by the joint contribution of ten men 
is about thirty dollars. We buy space 
at regular rates according to the need. 
We want the Lord’s business to have 
much publicity, and we feel Christians 
are not keeping pace with the mediums 
provided, especially on the local level. 
So we keep Jesus’ words constantly 
before the whole public. Because of this 
we believe we accomplish several very 
important results. 


Our pastor, Alex Dandar, is our 
sales manager. Each member of our 
church is a salesman or saleswoman. 
All are in the field selling Christianity. 
Like all good selling organizations, we 
have our supporting promotion to help 
our salesmen gain acceptance of our 
product. Our product is the words con- 
tained in the Bible. These words are 
what we want people to become familiar 
with, and to absorb. Our Advertising 
Club supplements the sermons of the 
preacher and the efforts of his mem- 
bers by doing just that. We publish in 
a display ad space each week, in as 
bold a print as possible consistent with 
the size of the ad, the actual words of 
Jesus as they are written in the Bible. 
The boldness of the print has much to 
do with the impression made on the 
people reading. We pick out verses re- 
ferring to the way of salvation and 
mix these occasionally with the prin- 
ciples or rules of the Christian life 


*Ludlow Falls, Ohio. 





laid down by Jesus. Both are impor- 
tant. 

The first result we believe we accom- 
plish by our program is that we reach 
many people with the Gospel words 
who seldom go to church or open a 
Bible. If, in the past, they have been 
church-goers and have drifted away, 
we believe that it puts them in mind 
of their need. If they never have gone 
to church and never read the Bible, we 
believe it has a tendency to convict 
them of their irresponsibility. 

Another result we believe we obtain 
is, that the faith of Christians is 
strengthened by seeing portions of the 
Gospel in bold print each week. 

Then we believe it to be a consola- 
tion to old people and to shut-ins, who, 
when they view the scripture in print, 
know that someone is carrying on. 

We believe too, that the program 
heips to increase attendance at Sunday 
school and church. In our case, while 
we do not claim credit for all the in- 
crease, still our Sunday school attend- 
ance a number of years ago when we 
first began to advertise, averaged under 
100, whereas now it averages over 150. 
Church attendance likewise has _ in- 
creased accordingly. 

But we believe the main result which 
can be achieved, if many of our 
churches would see the light and do 
likewise, is, that the world can be 
brought out of its confusion if every- 
one would simply read the words of 
Jesus. These words do have a sobering 
effect upon all decisions, great and 
small. Universally read and absorbed 
they would bring order out of chaos. 
What a transformation in the world’s 
thinking could be achieved if Jesus’ 
words were read everywhere, absorbed, 
and if not completely at first, eventu- 
ally understood. 

To accomplish this result, Christian 
men and women must organize as have 
these ten men, and use all the public 
mediums, on a local level, carrying out 
Jesus’ great commission to go into all 
the world and teach the Gospel. The 
cost is small to! each person, but the 
results are manifold. 
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loved ones. 





* Address 
Some are Older...Some are Larger in ib iets 
NONE IS STRONGER 
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An inconspicuous spring-tempered 
nickel bearing stainless steel device 
which prevents birds from landing 
or roosting on buildings. 


31,” high x 41,” wide. 





As the sharp-pointed spines of the 
porcupine in bristling array ward off 
human beings and animals, so the 
myriads of springy prongs (120 in 
every foot) of NIXALITE with their 
needle-sharp points in the form of a 


| New Year’s Eve. 
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Cervice for New Year's Eve 
by W es ee ) eee 


(This service is planned as a religious 
climax to an evening of fellowship on 
To conclude with the 
midnight hour the service of worship 
should start at 11:15 p.m.) 


Invocation 


| Lord God, we praise Thy mighty hand 


By which supported, still we stand; 
The opening year Thy mercy shows; 
Yea mercy crowns it to its close. 


By day, by night, at home, abroad, 
Still we are guarded by Thee, O God; 


| By Thine incessant bounty fed 


By Thine unerring counsel led. 


With grateful hearts the past we own; 
The future, yet to us unknown, 
We to Thy loving care commit 
And trustful bow before Thy feet. 
(Paraphrase of Hymn—Great God, 
We Sing That Mighty Hand) 
I 
Adoration of God 
HYMN — “Thee We Adore, Eterna! 
Lord.” 
PSALM 8 or 19—Responsively read. 
PRAYER— 
Adoration and praise be unto Thee, 
O Lord, for Thou art our Father. We 


| adore and praise Thee, for Thy mercy, 


love, grace, power and gentle forgive- 


| ness which enables us to call upon Thee 


| 
| 


as beloved children. 
We lift our thoughts to Thee ador- 
ingly, confident that Thou art Father to 


all kindreds and peoples and tongues. 


semi-circle compel pigeons, starlings | 


and other birds to fly and stay 


~~ RIDS YOUR 
CHURCH OF 
BIRD SPATTER 


Write for 
“ILLUSTRATED INSTALLATIONS” 


Manufactured by 


NIXALITE COMPANY 
OF AMERICA 


113-119 West Third Street 
Davenport, lowa, U.S.A. 





| Church 


Thine ears are ever attentive to the 
cries of little children. Thou hast dis- 
pensed Thy mercy to the rich and the 
poor without partiality. To Thee the 
weary and heavy laden, the troubled 
aud sorrowing, have looked for rest and 
comfort and have not been turned 
empty away. 

To Thee the prodigal in the far coun- 
try has returned to be welcomed with 
an unexpected Father’s open arms. 

The sick and dying have lain their 
heads upon pillows of Thy heavenly 
promises. 

O, Father, unto Thee the penitent 
have turned and Thou hast forgiven 
their sins and opened the gates of Para- 
dise. 

The widow and orphan, the afflicted 
and lonely, have found in Thee a com- 
panion and champion. 

Kings and presidents, statesmen, sol- 
diers, sailors, marines, airmen and we, 
thine unworthy servants, have been 
drawn under the shadow of Thy shel- 


*Minister, Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Bath, Pennsylvania. 


tering care, to this, the ending of 
another year Thou hast graciously 
brought us and now we raise our hearts 
in adoration as our thoughts are lost 
in wonder, love and praise. Amen. 


II 
Thanksgiving for Blessings 
HYMN—‘Now Thank We All Our 


“+ God.” 


PSALM 96—Read responsively. 

PRAYER— 

We remember with heartfelt grati- 
tude, O God, that Thy mercies have 
been new unto us every morning and 
Thy faithfulness has been reassuring 
every night. Thou didst send Thy rain 
upon the just and unjust. The shining 
sun warmed alike the homes, farms and 
factories of the good and the evil. Thou 
didst cause the seasons to come in their 
appointed time enabling us to enjoy 
food, clothing, and the necessities of 
life in abundance. Thou didst open 
Thine hand and satisfy the desire of 
every living thing. 

Because of Thy mercy our days have 
been blessed by peace of mind and 
realth of body, true friendships, good 
neighbors, devoted teachers and faith- 
ful rulers. 

Even when and where there have been 
tears and disappointments Thou hast 
given grace to endure and strength to 
overcome. 

When we have been wilful and way- 
ward, Thou hast corrected us and re- 
newed us in love. What ever patience 
or steadfastness we have shown, we 
owe to the blessed help of Thy Spirit. 
For blessings unnumbered and unre- 
membered, we pour out our heart’s de- 
votion to Thee, the giver of every good 
and perfect gift. Amen. 

Ill 
Confession of Our Sins 

SOLO — “If I Have Wounded Any 
Soul Today.” Gospel hymn—‘An Eve- 
ning Prayer.” 

or 

HYMN—“O Thou That Hearest 
When Sinners Cry.” 

PSALM 51—Read responsively or in 
unison. 

PRAYER— 

We bow before Thee in humble con- 
trition imploring Thy forgiveness for 
our many transgressions. Have mercy 
upon us according to Thy loving kind- 
ness and blot out all our transgressions. 
Where we have walked in the road of 
pride, of envy, of hatred, or revenge, 
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have mercy upon us, O Lord. 

Have we promised and failed to 
keep? Have we hesitated at the 
crossroad of decision? Have we fallen 
behind and turned our backs upon 
Thee? Forgive us, O Lord. 

Have we given ourselves to the 
world? Have we carried on trades un- 
justly and profited by sin? Have we 
been the slaves of vanity? Have we 
lived only for ourselves? Have we 
failed to care? Have we in any way 
despised Thy Church, the Word and 
Sacraments? Have we neglected the 
Scripture? Have we defaced the image 
of God in ourselves and others? Forgive 
us in Thy great love. 

Gracious Father, whatever our short- 
comings, whether in thought, word or 
deed, whether by actual commission or 
omission, we humble ourselves under 
Thy mighty hand and entreat Thy for- 
giveness. 

Cleanse Thou our hearts from stain 
and our memories from bitterness for 
Thou and Thou alone canst create in us 
new hearts and renew in us a right 
spirit. We plead this all for the sake 
of our suffering and victorious Savior, 
Christ the Lord. Amen. 


IV 


Petitions for Peace for Our World 
HYMN—“God the All-Merciful.” 
PSALM 122—Read in unison. 
PRAYER— 

O Thou most gracious God Who dost 
draw all men unto Thyself with bands 
of love, ordain peace for us: 

Peace in our own hearts. Our hearts 
fail us because we neglect to look after 
the things that belong to our peace. 
Forgive us for failing to set our minds 
and our hearts upon Thee, Thy love, 
Thy ways, and thus forfeiting our right 
to peace in our own hearts. Grant us 
that peace which is from above, the 
peace that passeth our understanding. 

Give us peace among the nations. 
Seatter the nations that delight in war; 
break the rod of the oppressor. Bring 
to naught those who stir up enmity and 
strife, that delight in cruelty and op- 
pression. May those who are chief in 
authority be chief also in virtue, wis- 
dom and in compassionate understand- 
ing of their place of leadership before 
man and God. Grant them those gifts 
of Thy Spirit which will cause them to 
fear and honor Thy name and have 
respect unto Thy universal law of love 
towards all mankind. 

Remember Thy church from one end 
of the earth to the other. Preserve it 
in peace, protect it from dangers with- 
out, from strife within, that amidst the 
confusions and distractions of this day, 
men may everywhere be freed from su- 
perstition, ignorance and unbelief, and 
brought into a living relationship with 





Church Lighting by ovelty 


CONTRIBUTES TO CHURCHES — SMALL or LARGE 
the BENEFITS of 


ie Authentically Designed Fixtures 
tx Engineered Lighting 
x Prices to Meet Your Own Budget 


ass — Hundreds of fixture styles for 

INUX your selection. Engineering 

= counsel direct or through your 
architect, without obligation. 


Church Lighting Division 
NOVELTY LIGHTING 
2488 East 22nd Street, Cleveland 15, Ohio 


Nave Lantern Bracket Lantern Write for complete information and catalog 
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AND CHANCEL 
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COMMUNION TABLES 
PULPITS © CHAIRS 
ALTARS © LECTERNS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, and Early Amer- 
ican designs to harmonize with every edifice. 


Send for Illustrated Catalog 
Furniture for America’s Churches Since 1897 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


OEPT. B © SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 
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Christ, whom to know is perfect peace. 
Hasten the day when all people may 
with thankful devotion praise Him who 
saves from peril and sword, and sing 
in chorus from ocean to ocean, “Peace 
to all nations and praise to our Lord.” 
Amen. 
v 

Intercession for the Suffering Multitude 

HYMN—“From Greenlands Icy 
Mountains.” 

PSALM 90—Read responsively. 

PRAYER— 

O, Thou, who didst look with com- 
passion upon the multitude and lay Thy 
hand of healing tenderly upon the dis- 
tressed, be near unto all who fear the 
cold of winter, wondering what other 
ill the New Year will bring. Espe- 
cially do we plead for those who suffer 
because wars have destroyed their 
homes, their loved ones, their livelihood 
and their faith. Have mercy upon those 
especially who are bereft of friends, 
families and loved ones. 

Be with the impoverished peoples of 
the world. Keep them from cynicism 
and despair. Protect them from god- 
less oppression and every form of tyr- 
anny. Kindle a prophetic flame among 
the Christians in all places where evil 
forces thwart their efforts—limit their 
freedom, and despoil their heritage. 

Stir up the well springs of generosity 
within us that we who have been 
blessed so richly in so many ways may 
find no rest or peace until we have 
opened wide our hearts and our hands 
to help relieve the sufferings of the 
multitude who are without the ordinary 
necessities of life. These things we 
pray through the compassionate Christ. 
Amen. 

VI 
Dedication of Self 

HYMN—“Living for Jesus, a Life 
That Is True.” 

APOSTLES’ CREED—In unison. 

PRAYER—Words of Hymn, “An- 
other Year Is Dawning.” Congrega- 
tion reads it while organist plays soft 
accompaniment. 


Another year is dawning. 
Dear Father, let it be 
In working or in waiting 
Another year with Thee; 
Another year of leaning 
Upon Thy loving breast, 
Another year of trusting 
Of quiet, happy rest. 


Another year of mercies, 

Of faithfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness 

In the shining of Thy face; 
Another year of progress, 

Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 

Thy presence all the days. 


Another year of service, 
Of witness for Thy love, 
Another year of training 
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HONORS FOR CHURCH AND 
MINISTER 

Double honors came recently to the 
First Presbyterian Church, Crestview, 
Florida. Its pastor was named “Min- 
ister of the Year” for Florida by the 
magazine Progressive Farmers and 
Emory University of Atlanta. The 
church was awarded the $500 prize do- 
nated by the Sears, Roebuck Founda- 
tion for the “Rural Church of the 
Year” by the Town and Country 
Church Development Program spon- 
sored by Emory University. 

The minister, James Milton Mc- 
Knight, came to the Crestview Church 
in 1946 from Deland Florida. At that 
time the membership of the church 
was sixty. It is now over two hun- 
dred and sixty. During the last seven 
years, a three-story recreational build- 
ing has been constructed and is paid 
for. A youth center has been organ- 
ized where hundreds of teen-agers 
gather every Friday evening. They 
are shown religious films, play games 
and are served refreshments. 

The lots adjoining the church have 
been purchased and the interior of the 
sanctuary remodeled. 

The Town and Country Church De- 
velopment Program is sponsored by 
Emory University, Georgia, in co-op- 
eration with Sears, Roebuck Founda- 
tion. The purpose of the program is to 
encourage more adequate church pro- 
grams; to stimulate participation in 
better community development activ- 
ities, and to foster the world-wide 
mission of the church. Churches of any 
denomination it; communities up to 
5,000 population in the following states 
are eligible: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Missssppi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and 
Virginia. 

Awards consist of sixty-six cash con- 
tributions totaling $12,200. A Rural 
Church of the Year is named for each 


For the holier work above;, 
Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be 
On earth, or else in heaven, 
Another year for Thee. Amen. 
Benediction 


CONFIDING IN CHURCH MEMBERS 
PERILOUS 

Hot Springs, Arkansas — Wives of 
Arkansas Baptist minsters agreed at 
their fourth annual conference here 
that confiding in church members can 
be one of the greatest “perils” of man- 
aging a parsonage in a small com- 
munity. 

Some of the sixty-two others attend- 
ing the meeting suggested that conver- 





James Milton McKnight (left) and Dr. James 
M. Carr of the Town and Country Church Depart- 
ment, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, looking 
at the prize-winning scrapbook. 


state and an award of $500 is given. 
Four churches in each state are award- 
ed recognition merits and $100 each. 
Of the thirteen state “Rural Church of 


* the Year” one is chosen as “The Rura} 


Church oi the Year in the South.” This 
church receives an additional $500 as 
an award. 

Evaluation of the reports with a 
view to making the awards is done by 
a committee of prominent Southern 
clergy, educators and. businessmen. 


sational slips by wives had caused more 
than one Baptist minister to change 
churches. 


Panel dscussions on the various 
problems of ministers’ wives were some- 
times hilarious, often sad. Subjects 
discussed ranged from the advisability 
of offering their husbands constructive 
erticism to whether “thank you” notes 
should be written for all gifts from the 
congregation. 


On the subject of criticizing a hus- 
band’s sermon, one wife earnestly coun- 
seled her colleagues to always wait 
until Wednesday because “it takes that 
long for them to simmer down.”—RNS 


papi nana 
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Does YOUR Institution Need Funds? 


T is unfortunately true that too many institutions and agencies of the church 

such as colleges, hospitals, orphanages, homes for the aged and infirm, settle- 

ment houses, camps, seminaries, and national mission bands, usually are the last 
to be considered when funds are being apportioned. 


HIS is due largely to the understandable tendency of church members to think 
__“parochially” about church financing. As a rule they readily recognize their 
responsibility to support the church of which they are members, but they are less 
aware that they also have a responsibility to support the various institutions of 
their church. 


ITH its long experience in helping churches to solve their financing problems 

_ through planning and directing fund-raising campaigns, Lawson Associates 

can show you how the financial needs of your institution can be brought to the 

attention of large numbers of church members. It can also show you how to 
educate church members to contribute to the support of your institution. 


ND we do a great deal more than just raise funds . . . our record proves 

that a fund-raising campaign planned and directed by Lawson Associates 
can have a %eneficial influence on the spiritual life of the church. (We will be 
pleased to send you letters from church leaders verifying this statement.) 


OU can learn, entirely without cost or obligation of any sort, just what can or 
_ cannot be accomplished for your institution in a fund-raising campaign planned 
and directed by Lawson Associates. 


FOR COMPLETE DETAILS WITHOUT OBLIGATION WRITE: 
Mr. Edwin E. Staudt, Dept. ZA-12, Lawson Associates, Inc., 
Rockville Centre, New York. 


INCORPORATED 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 
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PER SET OF FOUR—TWELVE MONTHS 

ACTUAL SIZE OF EACH SHEET 17X22 

“OUR CHURCH AT WORK” calendar for the 
next four quarters eliminates the problem that 
faces every pastor. By using this method of 


planning all dates can be correlated, saving time 
in scheduling various meeting dates. 


The calendars list all fixed and generally 
accepted dates out of the Christian Church year: 
ample room has been provided for local dates. 


Many churches have three sets of calendars: 
one for the pastor. one for church office and a 
third set for the church bulletin board. 
Send $1.00 for each set you may need. 


“SPALDING PUBL HER 


754 EAST 76TH STREET 











WARDROBE RACKS 


++-answer every wraps 
problem 











(Top to Bottom) The 5'2” 
No. 50 Portable Rack holds 50 
coats and hats. Goes where 
needed on rubber tired cas- 
ters. The fold away Checkerette 
has 4 ft hanger bar with 32 
coat hooks. Can be set up 
in few minutes without tools, with 
hanger bar positioned “low” for 
children, “normal” for adults or 





“high” forlong vestments or robes. 
No. 3 Wali Rack comes in any length, 
mounts on wall at any height. Ac- 
commodates4 persons per running 
foot. No. 4 Umbrella Stand, 16 or 24 
apacity dates congrega- 
tion of 80 or 120 persons. 

Also other types and sizes to 
meet every Church or Sunday School need. All 
are welded steel. All keep wraps 
aired, dry, sanitary and in press. 
All save fioor space. 


Write for Catalog No. 33 
VOGEL-PETERSON CO. 





















A VITAL PASTORAL SERVICE 





Counseling in Marital Relationships 
by Mred a Vichbess * 





otic. With many people in their 

married life it is embittering, 
frustrating, irritating, disillusioning, 
and disappointing. Some of the rea- 
sons for this, which have made them- 
selves apparent to me in my counsel- 
ings have been because these troubled 
souls have not been wisely prepared 
in boyhood or girlhood, or they have 
been wrongly conditioned about sex in 
their earliest days, by parents, or teach- 
ers, or it may even be by ministers, Or 
perhaps they have not been prepared 
or conditioned at all, but have just 
blindly stumbled along. Then, how 
many young people during their en- 
gagement period or early married life 
have never even discussed the subject 
or talked things over about this most 
sacred relationship from the stand- 
point of the psychological, physiologi- 
cal, biological or the spiritual. This is 
often due to a false sense of modesty or 
else sheer ignorance on this subject. 
Still others unfortunately have ob- 
tained gutter ideas about the same. 

Is it not time that sex be lifted to 
the highest levels in connection with 
that which is holy, which is its right- 
ful and legitimate domain? Seen in 
this relationship, it will be considered 
not as something apart, but as that 
which is related to all of life. Sex, to 
be intelligently understood, appreciated, 
and enjoyed, must be seen to have a 
spiritual, as well as a biological, physi- 
ological, and psychological basis. It is 
a function which belongs to the whole 
of personality. In my counseling on 
sex, I endeavor to point out that there 
is all the meaning in the world in those 
significant and spiritually suggestive 
Biblical words, “Of twain they shall be 
of one flesh,” for words such as these 
embody much more than that which 
has to do with the physical union. Der- 
rick Sherwin Bailey in his splendid 
book, The Mystery of Love and Mar- 
riage, amplifies this thought in a re- 
markable way. How. many there are 
in their married life, who are frus- 
trated, inhibited, even embittered, and 
made cynical, yes have even built for 
themselves escape mechanisms in extra- 
marital relationships, because they 


Sci can either be creative or cha- 





*Lecturer in Pastoral Theology and Counseling, 
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Lli- 
nois. 


have never realized the enriching po- 
tentialities that are embodied in the 
truth of the above Biblical words. As 
one who talked with me about her own 
marital maladjustments said, “Of 
course, I see sex as nothing more nor 
less than the satisfaction of the biologi- 
eal urge.” This sacred function is 
here, God-given, and God-ordained, for 
something more than the satisfaction 
of the biological urge, or even the pro- 
creative. Between husband and wife, 
when love at its highest plays its real 
part, it has to do as Seward Hiltner 
suggests with release, social and emo- 
tional growth, enjoyment in the rich- 
est and most satisfying sense, and 
above all, spiritual completion. Sex 
can be, can it not, a ministering serv- 
ant, when there is, on the part of hus- 
band for wife, and wife for husband, 
the spirit of respect and reverence for 
the essential dignity of each other’s 
personality. 


Not long ago it was my pleasure to 
sit at the feet of the renowed Depth 
Psychologist Dr. Fritz Kunkel in three 
unforgettable lectures which I heard 
him give under the auspices of the Uni- 
versity of tyhicago. In one of these lec- 
tures he made it clear that all across 
the centuries man has made woman 
his slave, and, in the subtlest ways, in 
many respects, she is still his slave. 
This we are led to believe, through our 
observations, is especially true in the 
sphere of the marital relationships. Re- 
demption and freedom from such a con- 
cept is only possible when there is ut- 
most respect and reverence on the part 
of each for the sacredness of each oth- 
er’s personality, coupled with a recog- 
nition of the equality of each in the 
sight of God as well as themselves. 
When this is so there is bound to be 
the utmost patience, consideration, 
gentlemanliness, and tenderness on the 
part of husband for wife in prepara- 
tion for this relationship. 


If it is true that all of marriage 
should be founded on the mutualities, 
rather than on dominance of the male 
and subservience on the part of the 
female, this should be held to be true 
in the area of the marital relationship, 
too, just as in any other area of mar- 
ried life. I do not hesitate to suggest 
that this means that there should be 
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mutual affection between husband and 
wife, which is revealed in something 
more than the physical embrace, or 
that which is so often thought of as 
mutual affection. It is that which is 
revealed in what goes on through the 
day, just as much as that which takes 
place after the day comes to its close. 
It has to do with attitudes, dispositions, 
and atmosphere. There is everything 
meaningful in the endearments, even 
the little tendernesses, the honeyed 
words, yes, the glances which are ex- 
changed between husband and wife, 
long before they go to bed at night. As 
a young wife remarked to me because 
of the unhappy conditions in her home, 
“How can I respond to my husband at 
night when he acts like a devil towards 
me through the day?” Still another 
expressed herself thus, “My husband is 
so ineénsiderate through the day, and 
so demanding at night, thinking only 
of his own physically sensual satisfac- 
tion, that I have come to loathe, de- 
spise, and hate the whole idea of sex.” 
In her very presence he admitted that 
this was so. 

Too many husbands fail to realize 
how delicately sensitive their wives are. 
They would be less selfish and thought- 
less if they did, and married life would 
be much more satisfying and harmoni- 
ous. It is not difficult to realize and 
imagine that, if there is mutual affec- 
tion between both, there will be much 
more mutual satisfaction in the sex 
area. What confessions are made to 
ministers, psychologists, counselors, 
medical doctors, and _ psychiatrists 
here! How many times has the con- 
fession been made to me, even by the 
youngest married couples, about the 
lack of satisfaction in the marital area. 
I have heard or read somewhere, that 
in this area, a man is governed by his 
emotions and impulses, while a woman 
is governed by her mind. She has to 
think through the whole thing, and 
may I say in all reverence be whole- 
somely prepared for the event. I have 
yet to hear or see this refuted. Is 
it not this lack of satisfaction in this 
sacred relationship between husband 
and wife, more frequently in connec- 
tion with the wife, which produces so 
much of the friction, and disillusion- 
ment, aye, even the emotional and men- 
tal upsets later? As one young neu- 
rologist, on the eve of his marriage, 
expressed it to me, “If young people 
on the verge of marriage would give 
heed to what you have said here, Dr. 
Nickless, it will do more to save them 
from neuroses and psychoses in later 
life than anything I know”; hence the 
necessity of speaking plainly and intel- 
ligently about this all important mat- 
ter. In my counselings I go further and 
speak about the matter of birth control. 


Never do I talk about this in any au- 
thoritative way and never do I endorse 
any particular method. This I leave 
to the medical doctor. My only reason 
for speaking about it at all, is for the 
proper protection of the bride and the 
intelligent and sensible spacing of the 
children. For I believe in the wisdom 
of children being born according to 
quality rather than quantity. 

When counseling in the above area, 
I always endeavor to close with this 
word: that in the realm of the sexual, 
there is that which is much more than 
the physical bond, and that is the spir- 
itual. For the physical does have a way 
of tapering off as we grow older, but 
the spiritual is that which should grow 
deeper and deeper, becoming more en- 
richingly wonderful as the years pass. 
The poet Browning expresses it thus: 
“Grow old along with me, the best is 
yet to be, the last of life for which the 
first was made.” 

PSALM OF A FAITHFUL FRIEND 


Blessed is he with a faithful friend, 
Who loveth God far more. 

Who looketh on human friendship 
As the gracious gift of God, 

With the joy of working together 
For God’s high purpose. 


Beyond the present, imperfect self, 

He seeth God’s dream for the life of 
his friend; 

At the very first sign of infection 

In his friend’s soul 

He will lovingly use the surgeon’s 
knife; 

His greatest grief is not for himself, 

But ‘omg lest his friend be giving 

im 

What belongeth to God alone. ' 

Blessed is he with a faithful friend, 

Why ‘oveth God far more. is 

—Belle Chapman Morrill 


THE TEST 


How dost thou love thy friend? 
With metered check on his return 
To thy concern? 


With fervid eagerness to own 
His love alone? 


Or dost thou, like the seraphim, 
Love God in him? 
—Belle Chapman Morrill 
* * & 

Many people accept the moral teach- 
ing of the Bible but reject the spiritual. 
a * * 

In 1947, the Church of the Covenant, 
Cleveland, advertised that “Dr. Bird 
will preach, Subject, ‘All Together and 
Suddenly.’ The Covenant Choir will 
sing.” 

* * * 

The Ohio Supreme Court has ruled 
that a duly accredited officer of a 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, even though he 
has not formal ministerial training, 
may officiate at marriages in that state. 
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Priming the Preacher's Pump 
by SDisvid A. Wacoleinian® 








dren, carols, candy, kindness, for 


(amen means crowds, chil- 
most of us in the western hemi- 


sphere. For Christians it should mean 
Christ. Preachers may help to rescue 
Christmas from the secularization 


which has all but smothered it beneath 
the tinsel which sentimentalists and 
salesmen heap upon it. Not that we 
would forego the sentiment which 
“gentles” our spirits; keeping Christ- 
mas in the heart as children do pre- 
pares us for him who “came a tiny 
baby thing” to confound the wisdom 
that is not wise. Nevertheless while 
pedantic theological dissertations on 
the Incarnation are out of place in this 


season, our messages must transmit 


the central truth the festival cele- 
brates: God “has visited and redeemed 
his people” (Luke 1:68), therefore do 
we rejoice. Does any one need to be 
convinced that this is 20 impcrative 
emphasis? Pressures of our crowd cul- 
ture tend to push the divine significance 
of Christ’s birth almost out of sight. 
Not a few. genial and philanthropic 
pagans are surprised, even discomfited 
by this fact. They respond as did the 
woman in the story of the community 
Christmas concert. You recall that 
this public-spirited and “emancipated” 
modern requested a minister to suggest 
suitable carols for the occasion. When 
she scanned his selection she exclaimed 
in dismay, “But they’re all so distress- 
ingly theological!” ‘io which the only 
true answer is, “that’s the way it is.” 
Consider a few New Testament refer- 
ences. “In these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he ap- 
pointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world.” 
(Hebrews 1:1b) “And his name shall 
be called Emmanuel, which means God 
with us.” (Matthew 1:23b). “And he 
will reign .. . and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” (Luke 1:33). “The 
Word became fiesh and dwelt among 
us, full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father .. . and from his 
fullness have we all received grace 
upon grace.” (John 1:14, 16) Christ- 
mas untheological? We might as well 
ask that life should be unbiological! 
Let one sermon this Christmastide 
proclaim the deep truth of God’s unique 
self-disclosure and self-giving in the 
Child “laid on the doorstep of the 
world.” 





SS ET RIEU I 


Does this mean that the Christmas 
story may not inspire a Christmas 
story-sermon? On the contrary; a 
story may find a soul a more profound 
discourse would fail to reach. Let one 
parson - turned - professor confess that 
without at least a hearing of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol and that Hollywood 
recording, The Littlelest Angel, Christ- 
mas would seem incomplete! Here 
followeth one preacher’s true “story 
sermon” given on a Christmas Sunday 
night. With changes in names and lo- 
cations it is a true story. 


HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 


Janet Peebles was a fugitive and she 
didn’t need to be. How could we reach 
her with the news that would make all 
the difference? There was just a chance, 
her mother’s letter said, that Janet 
would drop in at church on Sunday 
night. When she realized that her 
crime had been discovered, she ran 
away from the disgrace she was sure 
would wreck her family and ruin her 
reputation beyond repair. Someone had 
seen her board a train for ; 
four hundred miles distant from her 
home town. She could lose herself in 
a strange city. No one would know 
her, and the only person she knew was 
the minister of one of the city churches. 
Nine years had passed since he had 
been her pastor, and she had grown up 
since ther. I was that minister, and 
her mother felt sure that she would 
come to hear me without ever disclos- 
ing her identity. 

It was a pitiful letter Mrs. Peebles 
had written. Her Scottish pride had to 
be trampled underfoot, and a bed of 
nettles would have been easier to tread. 
Janet had stolen money belonging to 
the firm of which she had been a trust- 
ed accountant. Several hundred dol- 
lars had been taken during a period of 
two years, and successfully concealed 
until a company auditor uncovered 
clues that Janet knew would lead him 
straight to the damaging truth. Why 
had she done it? She knew so much 
better, said her mother, but she was 
evidently tired of scrimping along on 
a salary inadequate for the kind of 
clothes and good times a normal young 
woman wanted. Better paid jobs were 
not easy to come by in the years pre- 
ceding the war. As she entered the 
middle and later twenties, how could 
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she ever get a good man if she didn’t 
dress glamorously and was not seen 
in the right places? Of course, she 
meant to put the “borrowed” funds 
back, but her defalcation was discov- 
ered too soon. Of all times to be found 
out as a common thief! Two weeks 
before Christmas and her gift to her 
dear ones a prison sentence and intoler- 
able shame. t 


“Janet’s a good girl at heart. I’m not 
excusing her,” the mother wrote. “No 
doubt. we’ve all been at fault in not un- 
derstanding her better and in not heip- 
ing her more. But all that matters 
now is saving Janet from herself. I 
know she’s sure it’s hopeless now, that 
if she comes back she’ll be arrested 
and tried and sentenced, and she’d 
rather die than face that. But the 
wonderful thing is that she won’t be. 
We've all forgiven her, and we love her 
more than ever. Her employer is will- 
ing to take her back and let her pay 
back the money she took.. He’s even 
said he’ll raise her wages, for he says 
he should have done it anyway. And 
that Janet’s been one of his most val- 
ued workers. But how can we get 
word to her that we all love her and 
really forgive her, and will stand by 
her and that it’s not hopeless at all? 
I thought of putting a notice in the 
personal column of the papers, but she 
wouldn’t see it. She’s likely in 
now, and when next Sunday comes 
I have the strongest feeling she’ll gc 
to your church. You meant a lot to her 
when she was a girl in the church 
here and when Sunday night comes 
she’ll be lonely and afraid, and I think 
she’ll slip in to your service. Anyway, 
I am coming up myself, and I’ll be at 
church and watch for her. Perhaps in 
your sermon or prayer you could say 
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something that she’ll take as a word 
to herself.” 

Was Janet’s mother clairvoyant? 
Could this be a woman’s intuition? The 
skeptic in me doubted it. But there 
was a slight possibility that Janet 
would come. She had always liked te 
attend church at. the evening service 
Guilt feelings, desperate insecurity, 
and loneliness would drive this child 
of Christian parents to God’s house 
when others would seek relief in a 
movie or tavern. If she came, what 
could I say that would be indeed “a 
word to herself’? 

How I worked on that service and 
sermon! Always a preacher tries to 
speak to individuals in their actual 
needs. Now I had an object more def- 
initely personal than I had dreamed. 
Yet what. I said must not be too per- 
sonal, too transparent in its intention. 
Suspicion must not be stimulated. On 
the Sunday before Christmas it was 
not strange that I had chosen and an- 
nounced the subject, “Home for Christ- 
mas.” City congregations have many 
persons who come from small towns 
and other places; they would want to 
spend Christmas in the old home. Start- 
ing with this normal desire, I would 
try to link it with the Gospel invita- 
tion to return to him who came at 
Christmas that all men might be at 
home. Janet’s plight sharpened the 
focus. I had a target for Sunday 
night, God helping me, I would not 
miss. 

It was not so strange that I should 
have chosen that particular theme in 
the season. Preachers are wisely 
chary of ascribing providential direc- 
tion to a choice of subject. Yet in the 
light of what happened during and 
after the service I am compelled to be- 
lieve I was guided even when I knew 
it not. 

As I left the vestry for the proces- 
sional to the chancel I prayed that the 
Lord himself would speak through me 
with unwonted power, “for Jesus’ 
sake,” yes, that first and last, but for 
Janet’s sake too. 

Christmas hymns and carols thrilled 
with new meaning, at least for the 
preacher. Adeste Fideles’ glorious 
strains brought the question: would 
Janet hear the Lord himself inviting 
her—“O come ye to Bethlehem”? 
Would Phillips Brooks’ familiar words 
impel her tortured heart to pray 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in; 

Be born in us today. 
In the pastoral prayers, the preacher 
entreated the gracious and loving God 
to assure each troubled soul that in 
the divine love there is forgiveness and 
peace and power for a new beginning. 
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They had come as they were 

to the Bethlehem stall 

with hearts that sought for God. 
And, when they found Him there, 
they knelt and worshipped Him. 
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As for the sermon it broke all homi- 
letical rules and if any exegetical prin- 
ciples stood in the way they were by- 
passed too. Our Lord’s parable of 
the prodigal son was linked with the 
nativity pictures of star-led pilgrims 
kneeling by the Baby “laid on the door- 
step of the world.” A forgotten saint’s 
beatitude recurred as a kind of motif: 
“Blessed are the homesick for they 
shall come at last to their Father’s 
house.” I told again the story Ralph 
Connor included in his novel, The Sky 
Pilot, of how the prodigal whose life 
ebbed toward its close found immeas- 
urable comfort in hearing read the last 
letter received from his mother back in 
the old country: “And oh Davie, lad- 
die, if ever your heart turns home 
again, remember that the doors’ aye 
open and it’s joy you'll bring with you 
to us all.” God in Christ was saying 
that to every wanderer and exile who 
thinks longingly of home, hoping that 
we may think of him the home of us 
all, and return at Christmas where all 
are welcome. The good news had to 
get through. Janet must receive the 
word of God she desperately needed to 
help her face not only the worst but 
the best. She could be home for Christ- 
mas! Love bade her welcome. 

Was Janet there? Yes. Her moth- 
er’s guess was correct. I saw neither 
Janet nor her mother. Afterwards an 
usher spoke of a touching little reunion 
between a gray-haired lady and a 
young woman. “Mother and daughter 
they must have been,” he said. “After 
the others had gone those two just stood 
there in the vestibule and held each 
other. ‘I think they were crying a lit- 
tle—for joy I guess. Funny what 
things go on in church, isn’t it?” A 
few days later a letter came, its enve- 
lope bearing the postmark I eagerly 
looked to see. It confirmed the usher’s 
report. Mrs. Peebles had waited near 
the door after the service. When Janet 
came out the meeting took place we 
three had conspired to make. We three? 
Do you doubt that there was Another 
who had the largest part in it? Janet 
was Home for Christmas. The New 
Year was going to be really new. Love 
never faileth because God is love. Love’s 
resourcefulness uses even “funny things 
in church” to fulfill his design. 

To an open house in the evening 

Home shall all men come, 

To an older place than Eden 

And a taller town than Rome. 

To the end of the way of the wander- 
ing star, 

To the things that cannot be and that 

To the pees where God was homeless 

And all men are at home. 


TEXTS AND THEMES 


What about a sermon on “Christmas 
Journeys”? Five are mentioned in the 
two Gospels which alone record the na- 
tivity. Look at Luke 1:39-56; Luke 
2:4, 5; Luke 2:16; Matthew 2:1, 11, 
14; Matthew 21:37. 

1. Let the first represent a Journey 
to an Understanding Friend. 

2. The second is the journey to Beth- 
lehem. To make this trek is to travel 
the Path of Preparation. 

3. To travel with the shepherds is to 
travel expectantly the Trail of Expec- 
tation. 

Not where the wheeling system daken, 

And our benumbed conceiving soars,— 

The drift of pinions, would we 
hearken, 

Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors. 


The angels keep their ancient places; 
Turn but a stone,—and start a wing! 
’Tis ye, ’tis your estranged faces 
That miss the many-splendoured thing. 

4. The journey of the Magi may 
speak of the Way of Worship. To kneel 
in adoring awe before the Infinite in a 
little naked mite is to join the wisest 
Christmas pilgrims. 

Reflections on the journey after the 
first Christmas “by night into Egypt” 
may be reserved for a Sunday after 
Christmas Day. This dramatizes the 
grim fact that this is the kind of a 
world in which the innocent, and God 
himself, may be a displaced person, an 
exile, a refugee. Also that God’s 
providence “moves in a mysterious way 
his wonders to perform.” 

5. This is the greatest of all jour- 
neys—that made by God himself! So 
God loved the world, that he journeyed 
into time, into human life, choosing the 
weak things of the world to confound 
the mighty. They “shall call his name 
Emmanuel,” said the prophet; God 
with us, God in a human personality. 
This is the divine invasion; here is how 
our inhumanity may be redeemed, our 
humanity transfigured. 

Sang a contemporary — James Allen 
Kestle— 


Somehow God weaves the strangest 
thing 

Into a pattern fair; 

He took an angel song, a star, 

A Hebrew peasant pair, 

Some shepherds on Judean hills 

And unknown Wise Men three, 

A stable cold and dark and damp 

A manger ’neath an inn— 

And now 

A weary world kneels hopefully 

Before the Babe of Bethlehem. 


6. There may be a sermon for you in 
the thought of The Christmas Dynasty. 
You might lift out of its context 
(Paul’s exposition of predestination) 
words in Romans 8:29—“that he might 
be the firstborn among many breth- 

(Turn to page 44) 
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STONEY JACKSON'S 


All-Christian Sportsmen College Football Team 1953+ | 
UNIT NUMBER ONE | 

School Denomination | 
End Columbia Episcopal 
Tackle SMU Methodist 
Guard Tennessee Tech Baptist 
Center Georgia Tech Methodist 
Guard Vanderbilt Methodist 
Tackle Alabama Disciple 
End Hardin-Simmons_ Baptist 
QB SMU Methodist 
HB Tennessee Methodist 
HB Baylor Baptist 
FB Georgia Tech Methodist 
UNIT NUMBER TWO 

Position School 
End Tennessee Tech 
Tackle Tennessee Tech 
Guard Texas Christian 
Center Sewanee 

Guard Sewanee 
Tackle Notre Dame 
End Notre Dame 

QB Notre Dame 
HB Wheaton 

Kyle Cruze* HB Tennessee Methodist 
Cecil Ingram FB Alabama Baptist 

COACHES: Warren Woodson, University of Arizona, 
Baptist; Frank Leahy, Notre Dame, Catholic; P. V. “Putty” 
Overall, Tennessee Tech, Methodist. 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR: Pete Cawthon, University of 
Alabama, Presbyterian. 

TRAINER: Walter Lauter, Jr., University of Chatta- 
nooga, Baptist. 

ATHLETIC PUBLICITY DIRECTOR: Elmore “Scoop” 
Hudgens, Vanderbilt University, president of the South- 
eastern Conference Athletic Publicists. 

OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR: Fred Sington, Sr., Univer- 
sity of Birmingham, Alabama, Southeastern Conference 
official. 

SPECIAL CITATION: Like Coach Calvin “Shorty” 
Frey, Tennessee Tech, and his TPI football squad inter- 
denominational Sunday school clags. 

1953 HIGH SCHOOL ALL-CHRISTIAN SPORTSMEN 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

(Selected from Tennessee and Texas only, those being 

the only two states from which information is available.) 

Ends: Cessne Skaggs, Winchester, Tennessee; and Hugh | 
Gerald Hill, Tracy City, Tennessee. 

Tackles: None available. 

Guard: Bobby Newton, Tullahoma, Tennessee. 

Center: Moody Connor, Plainview, Texas. 

Quarterback: Kenneth Ford, Breckenridge, Texas. 

Halfbacks: Bobby Morrow, San Benito, Texas; Edward 
Henley, Manchester, Tennessee; Farrell Fisher, Cleveland, 
Tennessee; Herbert Ross, III, Tullahoma, Tennessee. 

Fullback: W. L. Allen, Tullahoma, Tennessee. 

COACH: Paul Petty, San Benito, Texas High School. 
PROFESSIONAL SQUAD 
(Selected as a group without regard to position.) 

Otto Graham, Cleveland Browns; Dan Towler, Los Ange- 
les Rams; Doak Walker, Detroit Lions; Kyle Rote, New 
York Giants; Ollie Matson, Chicago Cardinals; Lou Groza, 
Cleveland Browns; Billy Vessels and Tex Coulter, Canadian 
pro league; Charlie “Choo-Choo” Justice, Washington Red- 
skins; Don Moomaw, Canadian League. 


Name Position 
Ted Winterburn* 
Don Goss 

Virgil Raines 
Larry Morris 
Larry Stone 
Fred Sington, Jr. 
D. C. Andrews 
Duanne Nutt 
Ted Schwanger* 
Jerry Coody* 
John Hunsinger 


| 


Denomination 
Baptist 
Baptist 
Baptist 
Ch. of Christ 
Ch. of Christ 
Catholic 
Catholic 
Catholic 
Presbyterian 


Name 
Ken Eddlemon 
Bill Stogner 
Vernon Hallbeck 
Charlie Lindsay 
Bobby Jackson 
Art Hunter 
Don Penza 
John Lattner 
Dave Burnham* 





+Founder and president, Christian Athletes’ Foundation. 
*Denotes ministerial student or ordained minister. 
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Priming the Parson's Pump 
(From page 42) 
ren.” Dr. Moffatt’s version conveys 
the tremendous claim: “For he decreed 
of old that those whom he predestined 
should share the likeness of his son, 
that he might be the firstborn of a 
great brotherhood.” The Christ-child 
is the first of a royal line of which you 
and I are to be members! The first 
Christmas is “the progenitor of many 
spiritual birthdays.” How do we en- 
ter into this heritage, and take our 
rightful place in the “dynasty”? How 


| do we “have the spirit of Christ,” with- 
| out which we are “none of his”? Your 
| experience and your insight born of it 
| will help you give the answers. 


Other Christmas themes could in- 
clude “Will Christmas ever come?” a 
child’s question with searching impli- 
eations for adults; “Light From a 


| Half-Shut Stable Door” (Luke 2:32). 


Title is borrowed from a line in a poem 
by August Dommett, which is in more 
than one anthology. (Stanza three). 


| Only in that light can we see the mean- 
| ing of Christmas, of childhood, of our- 
| selves, of the conflict between the Her- 


ods and the Savior, of the nature and 
purpose of God himself. Another theme 
could be Christmas Mail. Three texts 
ask for attention. “The posts went 
with the letters” (2 Chronicles 30:6). 


| Our old friend, the postman is men- 


tioned in the Bible! And deserves the 
recognition. “Is there any word from 
the Lord?” Jeremiah’s question in 
chapter 37:17 of his book. Then the 
divine answer: “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us,” from John’s 


| glorious prologue to the fourth gospel. 
| Thank God our faith began not as an 
| idea, or a philosophy but as a nativity. 
| Our Lord Jesus Christ was God’s su- 
| perlative, dynamic word to us, and 
| for us. 


Christmas which comes with what 
Francis Thompson called “majestic in- 


| stancy” passes swiftly. Year’s end ar- 


rives, and another year is dawning 


| even while we ask, Where did Christ- 





mas go? (If I may shamelessly men- 
tion it, there is a sermonic answer to 
that question in a book called Joyous 
Adventure). Are there Watchnight 
services still, and do hushed congrega- 
tions pray in silence as the chimes 
ring out the old, ring in the new? If 
so, and you have not used it, try a mes- 
sage on “Please shut the door’—on 
this past year’s woes, and fears and 
sins. “Please open the door” to hope, 
to new adventures of faith and service 
in Christ, to God who opens a door 
which no man—not even Malenkov— 
can shut. A brief message on the 


Christian wisdom and power available 
for “Making the New Year Happy” is 


also indicated. Christ’s joy (John 
15:11) is at once deeper and more 
abiding than what we commonly 


mean by happiness, and more of a gift 
than the result of pursuit. What re 
the essentials of true happiness? The 
late Dr. P. Carnegie Simpson once 
wrote that the essentials consist of (1) 
Someone to love, and (2) Something 
to do. The great Commandment and 
our Lord’s definition of the supreme 
objective—“Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God’—provide both. 


A NEW YEAR'S SERMON 


One that may prove edifying, and 
even evangelistic, is a sermon built 
around the theme Time on your hands. 
Text: “Then saith Jesus unto them, 
My time is not yet come; but your time 
is always ready.”—John 7:6. (Moffatt) : 
“Your time is always at hand.” 





1. Introduction — “the trouble with 
you is—-you have too much time on 
your hands!” Did someone ever say 
that to you? But busy or idle, we have 
time on our hands. Here reference 
may be made to the speculations of 
J. W. Dunner in such a book as An 
Experiment With Time. If this book 
proves too obtuse or unavailable, your 
local library may have J. B. Priestley’s 
book on an American visit, Midnight 
on the Desert, in which the British 
novelist confesses his fascination with 
this mysterious fact. (See pages 246, 
247). Argues Priestly following Dunne 
and possibly Oupensky, the truth may 
be contaired in our metephors and 
ways of speaking of time as a move- 
ment. “Time, like an_ ever-rolling 
stream bears all its sons away.” If 
Time moves, what is the background 
against which it moves? Perhaps we 
travel along the path of Time, a fourth 
dimensional track. The Past has not 
been destroyed, but in all “its color and 
hum” yesterday and many days before 
are still active. The future? What 
we do may largely, actually, shape the 
future. 


The New Testament insists that our 
time “is always ready,” and on ourhands 
is Time past, present, future. The past 
can be changed, if God is brought into 
it. The present can be_ gloriously 
transformed as we redeem the time 
(Ephesians 5:15) through our com- 
mitment and discipleship. The future 
may have victory assured in advance if 
we go in and possess the land of To- 
morrow in God’s grace. To adapt fa- 
miliar words of Tennyson’s Ulysses: 


The long day wanes: the slow mood 
climbs; the deep 

Moans round with many voices. Come, 
my friends 
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’Tis not too late to seek a newer worid. 

Push off, and sitting well in order 
smite 

The sounding furrows; for God’s pur- 
pose holds 

To sail beyond the sunset, and the 
paths 

Of all the western stars. . 


PARSON'S BOOK OF THEMONTH 


“Thicken your exhortation with doc- 
trine,” urged Alexander Whyte of 
Edinburgh. He meant something more 
than making an otherwise this homi- 
letical diet “a bit thick’ and turgid 
with “gaseous abstractions.” Character 
building vitamins cannot be added by 
dropping a doctrinal reference or the- 
ological phrase into the pot of message. 
“Faith is blended with the baby’s first 
food,” says Ralph W. Sockman in his 
most recent book, How to Believe, 
(Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1953). 
And doubtless where Christian nurture 
is a continuing family concern the 
child’s moral and spiritual growth is 
assured by daily consumption of the 
“meat of the Word’ -and- exposure . to 
the sunshine of his presence. But 
large numbers of our fellowmen have 
suffered from malnutrition and need 
want more adequate diet. One of our 
nutritional experts and competent die- 
ticians in this field is Dr. Sockman, 
who has been for the past twenty-five 
years the deservedly popular minister 
of the National Radio Pulpit. In How 
to Believe he deals with the question 
in the book’s title, and even more fully 
answers the question What to believe? 
His format comes from the major affir- 
mations of the Apostles’ Creed, and 
his content is that of the main line of 
Christian belief. With clarity and 


infectious conviction. he links creed . 


with conduct and speaks to the condi- 
tien of “untheologically-minded”’ -citi- 
zens of our time. True, a seminary 
student immersed in Barth, Kierke- 
gaard, Tillich and Niebuhr may find 
Sockman “elementary,” but those to 
whom we speak are not theologues nor 
neophyte metaphysicians. Dr. Sock- 
man faces honestly questions which 
frequently disturb thoughtful Chris- 
tians and which often divert seekers 
from becoming happy finders of Him 
who is the truth and life. What pastor 
has not encountered questions such as 
these: Is not religious faith pretty 
largely wishful thinking? Can the 
Creator of this cruel world be the 
“Father Almighty”? Why should Chris- 
tians seek converts from their religions? 
How can we believe in the miracles re- 
ported of Jesus? Is there to be a 
divine V-Day? Who is the Holy Spir- 
it? What is prayer more than auto- 
suggestion? Why does not the church 
die of her diseases? What is meant 
by the American doctrine of separation 


of church and state? Why can we not 
handle our sins ourselves? What do 
we mean by “resurrection of the body”? 
What will the future life be like? How 
can we explain death to a little child? 
Can we receive communications from 
the dead? To these and many other 
questions, not dreamed up by the 
preacher, Dr. Sockman gives Christian 
working answers. If some of these an- 
swers seem simple it is a tribute to the 
author’s skill in effective communica- 
tion. This is a book to help other 
preachers answer vital questions, and a 
book to be circulated among parish- 
ioners, and among those on the outside 
of the church looking wistfully in. 


NOTABLE QUOTES 


Question: Of what institution or 
group could the following be said? “It 
has no fixed left, center or right. It 
is not moving forward or back or even 
in well-defined circles. Assuredly, it 
is not standing still. It wanders un- 
guided over the infinite and orderless 
sands of fact.” Could it be a denom- 
ination, a church council, a legislative 
assembly? Is it a Niebuhrian descrip- 
tion of western society? Answer: It 
is Time’s description of the United 
States Supreme Court (September 21, 


. 1953) but it has point for other au- 


gust bodies. 


Laughter: Weapon Against Evil 

“One American writer has connected 
laughter with salvation; and maybe 
he isn’t far wrong. He says: ‘The 
church will prosper not through dimin- 
ishing its requirements upon its mem- 
bers, nor in punishing them too severe- 
ly for their delinquencies, but in show- 
ing merey and kindness. Mercy is a 
flexible connective between the ideal 
and the real; it is ‘a proper manifesta- 
tion: of the eomic:spirit.- God, too, has 
a sense of humor: is he not revealed 
unto us as full of compassion, long- 
suffering and merciful?’ That is Dud- 
ley Zuver’s opinion, and a new and 
odd one it will be to many... . It is 
high time and low time that we made 
a sense of humor an attribute of what- 
ever God there may be. Why at times, 
the whole earth must present a comic 
picture to whatever deity may be 
watching its antics. ... If they (church 
people) petitioned for this (a sense of 
humor), then the other petitions 
wouldn’t be so many, for they would 
understand themselves more clearly, 
and cease to pester God to do things for 
them that they could do in an easier 
and better way themselves. They 
would become more tolerant, would 
priest and parson, more understanding, 
more sociable, and, in many ways, more 
worthy of heaven and earth. So let all 

(Turn to page 50) 





‘Philadelphia’ 
has a line woven specifically 
for churches, with the dignity 
and appropriateness.of styling 
required and with the excep- 
tional wearing qualities and 
crush-resistance that church 
service demands. 


*Standard grades, colors and com- 
binations. Special patterns, weaves 
and colors on individual order are 
also available. 


All-wool pile figured Wilton, plain 
and Moresque velvet and church 
red hard-twist carpets. 


For samples and prices, write for 
name and address of dealer 
nearest you. 


PHILADELPHIA CARPET CO. 
' Allegheny Ave. & C St. 
Philadelphia 34, Pa. 
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Current Operations 


60 “WINS” IN 26 DAYS 


(WELLS INSURED BUILDING FUND CANVASSES COMPLETED IN OCTOBER) 





All “Insured Objective” and “Amount Raised” figures represent pledges payable in 150 weeks 


Number w/o 
Annual of Insured AMOUNT 
Budget Families Objective RAISED Church City and State (or Province) 


$151,958* First Baptist Church, Artesia, New Mexico 
Brighton Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N. Y. 
First Methodist Church, Gadsden, Alabama 
Lakewood Village Community Church, Long Beach, Calif. 
First Presbyterian Church, Minot, N. D. 
First Evan. Lutheran Church, Janesville, Wis. 
Towson Methodist Church, Towson, Md. 
First English Lutheran Church, New Orleans, La. 
First Baptist Church, Attalla, Alabama 
First Methodist Church, Conway, Ark. 
Washington Street Methodist Church, Petersburg, Va. 
First United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
First Baptist Church, Oxford, Ala. 
First Baptist Church, Lansdale, Pa. 
First Baptist Church, Florala, Alabama 
Parkway Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, Texas 
Christ Methodist Church, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Concordia Lutheran Church, Crosby, N. D. 
Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church, Severna Park, Md. 
Evan. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Westover Hills Methodist Church, Richmond, Va. 
First Baptist Church, Scottsbluff, Neb. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, San Leandro, Calif. 
Bethany Evan. Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Minot, North Dakota 
First Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Mo. 
First Church in Windsor, Windsor, Conn. 
St. John’s Evan. Lutheran Church, Lincolnwood, III. 
St. Luke’s Methodist Church, Midland, Texas 
Mark St. United Church, Peterboro, Ontario 
* West Side Evangelical United Brethrea Church, 
Wichita, Kansas 
First Presbyterian Church, Pitman, N. . : 
Calvary Lutheran Church, San Bruno, Calif. 
First Lutheran Church, Keokuk, Iowa 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, N. D. 
Crossman Methodist Church, Falls Church, Va. 
Hope Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Washington 
United Church of Canada, Whitby, Ontario 
Community Congregational Church, South Bend, Ind. 
First Con —— Church, East Longmeadow, Mass. 
Calvary Episcopal Church, Santa Cruz, Calif. 
St. Andrew’s United Church, N. Vancouver, B. C. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown, N. D. 
Trinity Evan. Lutheran Church, Beloit, Wisconsin 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Beaver, Pa. 
Stoney Creek United Church, Stoney Creek, Ont. 
St. Paul’s English Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Silverton Methodist Church, Silverton, Ore. 
10, '300 St. Matthew’s Evan. Lutheran Church, Mt. Jewett, Pa. 
10, 000 First Methodist Church, Mulvane, Kansas 
10,000 Clifton Hill Presbyterian Church, Omaha, Neb. 


*NOTE—Wells also directed budget canvass at same time (Continued on next page) 
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Current Operations 








(Continued from opposite page) 


Number w/o 
of Insured AMOUNT 
Families Objective RAISED Church City and State (or Province) 


$112,924* Knox United Church, Prince George, B. C. 
70,000 _=—s St. James lican Church, Perth, Ontario 
102,101 ‘First Church United, Ft. William, Ontario 
75,726* First Congregational Church, Rochester, Mich. 
61,254 St. John’s Methodist Church, Newburgh, N. Y. 
60,353 La Habra Methodist Church, La Habra, Calif. 
46,654 Silverado Park Community Methodist Church, 
Long Beach, Calif.. 
60,160 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Lakewood, Denver, Colo. 
50,732 First Congregational Church, Rockport, Mass. 


*NOTE—Wells also directed budget canvass at same time 


Results Obtained by 14 Small Churches 


(Canvasses completed with Wells Small Church Service during first Fall period) 


Number 
Annual of AMOUNT 
Budget Families RAISED* Church City and State (or Province) 


$8,600 First Presbyterian Church, Bentonville, Ark. . 

Zion Lutheran Church, Highwood, Illinois 

Scarboro United Church, Scarboro Junction, Toronto, Ontario 
Bethany Methodist Church, Charleston, S. C. 

Church of Epiphany, Scarboro Junction, Toronto, Ontario 
Harbor Methodist Church, Scituate, Mass. 

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lead, S. D. 

Hawley Memorial Presbyterian Church, Blue Ridge Summit, Pa. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Cook, Minn. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Kirkland, Wash. 

Rivers United Church, Rivers, Manitoba 

St. James Methodist Church, Churchville, Va. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Blandensburg, Md. 

Christ Lutheran Church, Hammond, Ind. 


*NOTE—In pledges payable in 150 weeks 
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Church Fund-Raising 
CURRENT OPERATIONS 


Each dot on the map above represents 
a church which has employed Wells 
for a canvass service this Fall. 


PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE => 
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It’s results 
that count! 


Currently an average of three churches every day are completing successful fund- 
raising canvasses with the assistance of Wells Organizations. This consistent success, 
and volume of experience, make it possible for Wells to insure the results of a church 
canvass objective—and mean it—for either a budget or building fund project in 


any church with more than 200 families. (Wells also serves many smaller churches.) 


This record and insured objective service are the result of specialization. All of 
the energy, time, and resources of Wells Organizations are applied exclusively to 
assisting individual churches with their fund-raising programs. Wells does not 


divert its attention by directing other types of financial appeals. 


Wells is now providing individual churches with more fund-raising canvass 
services than are being made available by all other sources combined. Yet, the 
demand for Wells services continues to increase. Former clients urge other churches 
to seek the same advice and assistance. Denominational headquarters encourage 
further expansion of these services. There would be no such demand for continued 
growth unless the overwhelming majority of former-client churches were fully 


pleased with the quality, price, and results of services rendered. 


During the coming year, Wells will spend more than $1,000,000 meeting with 
churches to help them decide to go ahead with their fund-raising programs. This 
probably will be the largest single annual investment ever made by any business 
organization in the future of churches—an investment based upon faith in future 
actions of the churches, and in the requirement for the churches ty grow, and to 


expand their programs. 


A service that has produced successful results for the churches that have used 
it should be made available to all churches, and must be constantly improved in 
the process. This is the two-fold challenge which Wells Organizations has accepted 


in its efforts to help all churches realize their total objectives. 


% ORGANIZATIONS 
Church Fund-Raising 
SUITE [O01 , 222 N. WELLS ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


PHILADELPHIA * MINNEAPOLIS ® PORTLAND * SAN FRANCISCO * LOS ANGELES 
WASHINGTON * CLEVELAND ® LOUISVILLE * KANSAS CITY * FORT WORTH 
BOSTON * CHARLOTTE *® ATLANTA ® HOUSTON * MEMPHIS * OMAHA 
NEW YORK * CHICAGO *® DENVER * WINNIPEG * TORONTO 


Since 1911 the name WELLS has meant leadership in organized fund-raising 
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Service for a Sacrificial Luncheon 


Prepared by Marion C. H. Ebersole* 
People should assemble in a place 


apart from the room in which the serv- 
ice is to be held. Tables should be ar- 
ranged in the form of a cross. One 
lighted candle, as large as possible, 
should be in the center where the arms 
cross the upright; and four shorter 
candles at the corners, to be lighted 
during the service. A small globe, and 
a taper to use in lighting the four 
candles, should be provided for the 
First Assistant,—or the candles may be 
lifted to the burning candle. 

Three copies of the service should be 
provided, for the Leader and two As- 
sistants. A copy of the Grace and 
closing hymn should be at each place; 


or, the grace may be sung by a solo- | 
ist and the hymn marked in hymnals | 
Each place must be set | 
with a small plate containing a cube | 
of bread, a cube of cooked meat, and | 
nine pieces of fruits, such as: grape, | 
nut-meat, | 
olive, cube of pineapple, wedge of apple, | 
orange section, prune, or plum; with | 
several toothpicks on which to spear | 
them for convenient eating. A paper | 


or song books. 


raisin, currant, date, fig, 


napkin should cover each plate. A 


small glass of water should be at each | 


place. 


Low bowls of flowers may be used to | 


beautify the tables. As few people as 
possible should be on the committee of 
arrangements; perhaps the Leader and 
two Assistants and Musician would do 
it all. When all is in readiness, the 
people may be invited to enter the room 


reverently, and to be seated in silence 


while the Musician plays. 

Music. 

Leader: Because we have chosen to 
follow the way of Christ, we are now 
gathered reverently around this cross 
in renewed dedication of ourselves and 
our gifts to His service. Let us pray: 
Our Father, who has called us into 
fellowship with Thy Son, draw us clos- 
er to Thee in this hour of meditation. 
May our hearts be open to every holy 


affection, and our minds ready to re- : “a as a 
| to worship Him in spirit. 


ceive Thy truths. Enlarge our vision, 
deepen our loyalty, increase our faith, 
and enrich us anew with Thy divine 
love, that we may move willingly obey 


the commandments of Thy Son, our | 


Lord, who taught us all to pray: (The 
Lord’s Prayer in unison) Jesus said, 
“The first and greatest commandment 
is this: Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength.” 

First Assistant: We would dedicate 
to Thee, O God, our hearts. (Lights 


*Mrs. Charles D. Ebersole, Waubay, South 
Dakota. 














“60...and teach” 
—Matt, 28:19-20 


Conserving 
your 
resources 


After our Lord performed the miracle of 
feeding a multitude with five loaves and 
two fishes, the fragments were gathered 
up. He was not wasteful. We can deduce 


that He does not want us to be wasteful 
in building His church. It is important to 


This is a cooperative message 

of official Protestant publishers. 

For the name and address of yours 
and a valuable FREE Check List 
write ‘Progress Through Cooperation,’ 
130 S. Juniper St., Phila. 7, Pa. 


keep this in mind in choosing teaching 
materials. Your church publishing house 
issues aids designed to keep your local 
program at peak efficiency. Prices are the 


lowest consistent with the effective 
management of the business—your 
business. When you patronize your own 
official publisher, the money stays in the 
church family, does multiple Kingdom 
duty. Do not send church dollars into the 
stream of outside publishing interests. 
Instead—gather up the fragments. 





fiirst candle.) 
Second Assistant: May they be filled 
with love for Him and his work. 
First Assistant: We would dedicate 


| to Thee, O God, our souls. (Lights sec- 


ond candle.) 

Second Assistant: Let us remember 

First Assistant: We would dedicate 
to Thee, O God, our minds. (Lights 
third candle.) 

Second Assistant: We have been 
given the power of choice, let us use 
it to His honor and glory. 

First Assistant: We would dedicate 
to Thee, O God, our strength. (Lights 
fourth candle.) 

Second Assistant: Let us find no 
task to lowly, no burden too great, in 
our service to Him. 

Leader: Jesus said, “And the second 
is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” 


Save your resources for Kingdom use. 





First Assistant: All who need our 
help are our neighbors, regardless of 
class, creed, color or country. (Places 
globe at the foot of the large candle.) 

Second Assistant: Black, brown, red, 
yellow or white—rich or poor—next 
door or in f»~ countries, all are made 
in His image, and all are his children. 

Solo, 

Leader: We sit at this table to re- 
fresh our spiritual selves, rather than 
to satisfy any physical hunger. As we 
partake of these symbolic foods, let us 
remember those whose phpsical hun- 
ger is greater than we have ever known. 
Let us sing Grace: 

Grace: (Tune: 
Hundredth) 


Be present at our table, Lord; be there 
and in our hearts adored; 

With food divine we would be fed, and 
satisfied with living bread. 


(Turn to page 82) 


Doxology or Old 
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During the Christmas holidays you will find The Upper Room, 
with its specially-written Christmas devotions, an effective aid 
in observing this holy season. Use it daily! 
Also remember that The Upper Room, in its colorful Christmas 
envelope, is an ideal Christmas greeting card. (17 copies and 
17 envelopes, $1.00, postpaid.) 
Yearly subscriptions to The Upper Room make appropriate 
Christmas gifts. Just mail us your list of names and addresses 
for gift subscriptions, with 50 cents for each name, and we 
will send each a gift card in your name, followed by the 
six bi-monthly issues of The Upper Room. 
Handsome processed leather cover cases, with owner's name 
inscribed in gold, $1.00 each, postpaid. 
hold six issues, with owner's name inscribed in gold, $1.00 each, 
postpaid. (Please print names to be inscribed.) 
Send us your order for’ any of the above AT ONCE, together 
‘ with orders for the January-February issue (10 or more copies 
to one address, 5 cents per copy. 
Individual yearly subscriptions, 50 cents). 
The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1808 GRAND AVENUE 
* LOW COST ADDRESSER * | 
SOLVES MAILING PROBLEMS | 
Addressing isfaster,easier 
with Master Addresser. | 


A simple addressing sys- 
tem to install, low initial 





models from $30.97 
including supplies for 500 
name list. 


Write today for full information. 
MASTER ADDRESSER COMPANY 


6500 N Westlake Street + Minneapolis 16, Minn. 


CHURCH — ALTERATIONS 
EDUCATIONAL ROOMS? 


Church Management can be of 
much help to your building com- 
mittee. 

Ask us about the special subscrip- 
tion rates for this purpose. 


Church Management, Inc. 


1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15. Ohio 
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Priming the Parson's Pump 
(From page 45) 

who pray ask for what most of them 
need badly, a sense of humor to lighten 
their way through life, making it mer- 
rier for themselves and easier for oth- 
ers. Then there will be something in 
the carol’s greeting—God save you 
merry gentlemen! ... Let us pray: Oh, 
Lord, give us a sense of humor with 
courage to manifest it forth, so that we 
may laugh to shame the pomps, the 
vanities, the sense of self-importance 
of the Big Fellows that the world 
sometimes sends amongst us, and who 
try to take our peace away. Amen.”— 
Sean O’Casey, eminent playwright, 
Saturday Night, October 3, 1953. 

Mr. O’Casey may have overlooked 
the Biblical assertion, “He who sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh.” 


R.S.V. and R.S.V.P. 

F. Zimmer, New York Times Book 
Review cartoonist depicted a preacher 
in the pulpit announcing the lesson in 
a new way: “I will now read selected 
passages from a current Best Seller.” 
Which recalls an unexpected comment 
of a thoughtful layman: “We cer- 
tainly need the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. We also need some Revised 
readers.” 


Christmas Invasion 

“What does it mean, then, that we 
celebrate Christmas in such a world 
(in which inhumanity like a great tidal 
wave is sweeping over the world)? It 
means that we turn back once more to 
the very source and wellspring of hu- 
manity. Christmas brings us to the 
place where, if we will, we can learn 
again the secret of how man can be 
made human and all his inhumanity 
can be overcome. God became man in 
Jesus Christ. God took possession of 
our humanity in him, and through him 
he can continue to take possession of 
our humanity. ... Is not this the only 
way that inhumanity can be overcome 
before it engulfs us all in ruin?—that 


| men should come even unto Bethlehem 


| and learn there what it is for our hu- 





manity to be invaded and conquered 
and indwelt wholly by God.’—James 
D. Smart, The Recovery of Humanity, 
pp. 24, 25. Westminster Press, Octo- 
ber, 1953. 
Groping and Gripped 

“When we receive Christ into the sur- 
rendered will, the open mind and the 
loving heart, then the God for whom 
we have been groping becomes the God 
who grips us. A lawyer... expressed 
his religious experience in a most con- 
vincing fashion. He told of being 
taken as a little lad by his father on a 
visit to New York City. To keep from 
getting lost in the crowd he held to his 
father’s finger. But after a while his 
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little legs grew tired, his fingers be- 
gan to lose their grip, and he looked 
up to his father and said, ‘You’ll have 
to take hold of my hand now, for I 
can’t hold on much longer.’ The lawyer 
added that in the world as it is he 
needed what he had needed as a boy, 
the feel of a father’s grip to hold and 
save him. And that is the kind of 
Heavenly Father we feel through the 
power of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior.”— Ralph W. Sockman, How to 
Believe, p. 90. Doubleday & Company, 
Inc., 1953. 


You who love money 
you who love yourself. 

You who love bitterness . . 

And all the people of this little town, 

Rise up! The loves we had were not 
enough. 

Something is loosed to change the 
shaken world, 

And with it we must change. 

—Stephen Vincent Benet, 
Last Lines. 


“The average Protestant service 
hovers in atmosphere between a Kiwa- 
nis get-together and a Chatauqua lec- 
ture—both admirable things in them- 
selves but not distinctively Christian.” 


—Chad Walsh in Room for Improve- 
ment: Next Steps for Protestants, 
edited by David Wesley Soper. Chica- 
go: Wilcox and Follett, 1951. 


“What is wrong with the common 
man? 


men. 


all its possible richness. 


whom) he might gain courage to escape 
the crowd. He can be shown, but only 


by one who understands and therefore | 
forgives.”—Crowd Culture by Bernard | 


Iddings Bell, p. 152. Harper & Broth- 
ers, 1952. 


JEST FOR THE PARSON 


Johnny Robinson had recently come | 
to America from old London and re- | 
tained much of his cockney accent. His | 
Sunday school teacher had told the | 
story of Noah, and then asked if he | 
knew of any other ship mentioned in | 


the Bible. ” 


“Yes, miss,” said Johnny, 


“the ark we sing about at Christmas.” | 
asked the puzzled | 
‘ark the | 


“At Christmas?” 
teacher. “Yes, miss, the 
’erald hangels sings abaht.” 





The Church and the 


Corrective Institutions 





For some years George Stoll, retired Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, industrialist, has headed 
the Committee on Institutions of the Coun- 
cil of Churches of that city. He has or- 
ganized 200 representatives of the Council 
in an energetic committee to study the 
institutions of that city and county, and 
help them serve the less fortunate in the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. At our request, 
Mr. Stoll will contribute a brief item each 
month, offering one definite suggestion in 
which men’s groups may definitely serve 
their community. 











91 to 0 


ul ENTLEMEN, I have_ been 
(= judge of this court for five 
years and this is the first time 
any group of Christian men have ever 
asked me to tell them anything about 
a 
The county judge who was also the 
juvenile court judge was speaking. He 
was a fine looking man—made a fine 
talk about the court. In the course of 
his remarks he made this statement, 
“This court (juvenile court) ought not 
be under the county judge. This court 
ought to be out of politics and the 
county judge is politics from inside 
to out.” We had not realized what a 
fine man we had as county judge. We 
had not realized that he and not we 
would prove to know exactly what was 
needed. But we were smart enough to 


back him up. And the juvenile court 
has been better ever since. 


It was the first meeting of the first | 


juvenile court committee. The pastor 


and four or five men each from six | 
churches in one neighborhood had met | 
for a supper in a church basement. Fu- | 
ture meetings would not be supper | 
We would meet monthly at | 


meetings. 
7:30 at one church, then another, some- 
times at a home. Fred Vawter, a law- 


yer who proved also to be a good execu- | 


tive, was made chairman. 


He divided the thirty men into three | 


committees. “You men sitting here— 
study the court. 


back—you fellows take prevention. 


You see, Fred had studied our four ob- 


jectives. 


Awareness—that this is 
(that’s for all of us). 


Support—for good men doing good 


things (the court). 
Service—to the inmates (the boy). 
Prevention— 


It was fairly easy for the committee | 


on the court: 


To read articles in magazine files on | 


juvenile courts; 


To visit our court (for despite closed 


sessions you can get an idea of 
what they do); 

To visit courts in other cities and 
compare them. 


It was fair’y easy for the committee | 


(Turn to page 52) 





He is not wicked above other | 
The trouble with him is twofold. | 
First, he has not learned to see life in 
Secondly, he | 
has lost contact with that which is | 
greater than himself, from which (or | 


And you on my left | 
—study the boy. And that group in the | 


” | 


our job | 
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Sell 


\ 


COMPLETE 


CHRISTMAS / 
STORY 


on film | 


BIBLICAL... 


“Birth of the Savior’ 


The true story of Jesus’ humble 
birth in the Bethlehem manger 

(From the Living Bible series) 

16mm sound, 15 minutes 

Color—$12.00 daily rental (Dec.) 

Black and White — $7.50 daily 
rental (Dec.) 


“Childhood of Jesus” 


Includes the visit of the wise men, 
the flight into Egypt, Jesus in 
the temple at 12 years of age 

(From the Living Bible series) 

16mm sound, 15 minutes 

Color—$8.00 daily rental 

Black and White —$5.00 daily 
rental 


MODERN... 


“The Guiding Star” 


Exemplifies the Christmas spirit 
in daily Christian family living 

(Modern Inspirational series) 

16mm sound, 30 minutes 

Black and White -— $12.00 daily 
rental (Dec.) 


Be Sure of Your Program— 
Order Christmas Films Now 


And when you order, ask about the 
SERIES SAVINGS PLAN that will save 
you the normal 50% increase on these 
Christmas and other seasonal films, 
plus 10% on all other rentals. 

You can make your selections now 
from our free illustrated catalogues, 
which include utilization sucgestions 
for each of the 26 Living Bible and 27 
Modern Inspirational films. 


See Your Denominational 
or Local Film Library 


TODAY! 


me 
MMS 


BOULEVARD 
CALIFORNIA 


3540 W. OLYMPIC 
BEVERLY HILLS 


en gS 
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The Church Sexton and Workmen's 
Compensation 


by sMethar aL es Shoat 


HILE on his way back to a 

church building after supper, to 

perform duties pertaining to a 
men’s club meeting, a sexton was struck 
by an automobile and injured. Did the 
injury arise in the course of his employ- 
ment, in such sense as to render the 
church corporation liable for a work- 
men’s compensation award? (Probably 
the question was really raised by the 
corporation’s insurance company.) 

By a vote of four to three, the seven 
members of the highest court of New 
Jersey answered the question no. That 
settled the particular case, but the deci- 
sion is of little force as a precedent 
apt to influence the opinion of courts 
in other states, because of the narrow- 
ness of the vote on which it was 
reached. (Moosebrugger v. Prospect 
Presbyterian Church of Maplewood, 96 
Atl. 2d 401.) 

The sexton’s regular working hours, 
six days a week, were from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., but he was required to 
attend when evening services were held. 
The particular meeting had been sched- 
uled and bulletined in advance. He re- 
ceived a straight weekly salary, with- 
out overtime or special compens:.tion 
for evening services. 

Had he been injured on the church 
premises, it is uniikely that his right 
to a workmen’s compensation award 
would have been questioned. But could 
he be said to have been within the 
service of his employer on this particu- 
lar occasion? 

The majority of the court thought 
that the case came within the rule of 
law well established in New Jersey 
and in many other states — that when 
an employee is simply on his way to or 
from his regular place of employment 
and sustains injury, such injury can- 
not be deemed to have risen “out of 
and in the course of his‘ employment” 
for workmen’s compensation purposes. 
The minority thought that it made a 
difference that the sexton, in this in- 
stance, had not completed his day’s 
work, but had merely taken time out 
between the end of his regular day’s 
work and the beginning of his evening 
job to waik to his nearby home for 
supper and return. 

The majority rejected the view of the 
minority that the case came within-ex- 
ceptions to the general rule above 


stated—an exception relating to the 
performance of special services for the 
employer outside regular working 
hours. Said the court: “Petitioner’s rou- 
tine work consisted of attendance at the 
church for evening meetings. It was an 
integral part of his work as the church 
sexton. There was nothing special about 
it. Neither was it ‘extra work’ or ‘on 
call’ work. The salary paid him was 
for services such as he performed on 
the evening in question.” 

In other words, it was not as if he 
were going to the church in response to 
a fire alarm or some other special 
emergency. 

The dissenting opinion, concurred in 
by three justices, reasoned that the sex- 
ton’s “travel to the church . . . to per- 
form extra evening duties for his em- 
ployer pursuant to prior request was 
sufficiently work-connected and that the 
award for accidental injury suffered 
during the course thereof was well 
within the comprehensive terms and 
liberal intendment of the act.” 


The Church and the Corrective 


Institutions 


(From page 51) 
on the boy. The Big Brother movement, 
the local scout executive and Sunday 
schocl literature—you can think of 
other things yourself. 

But what could that committee on 
prevention do? It had a good chair- 
man, a Presbyterian named MacMillan. 
Mac had several good qualities. One 
was persistency. He asked what one 
can do, not in a tone of despair but de- 
termination. He asked lots of folks. 
Living in his home was a young social 
worker named Dorothy Dixon. Mac 
asked Dot: “How are you going to 
tell who is going to juvenile court?” 
And Dorothy surprised him, “We know 
kids that will be in juvenile court.” 

“What have they done?” asked Mac. 

“Nothing yet.” 

“Well, What can we do?” 

Dorothy thought a moment. “You 
might send some of them to camp.” 

That year the committee—not a re- 
ally rich church represented on it—sent 
seventy-two boys to camp. Each year 
after that they sent boys. The number 
more than doubled. The last I heard 
was 165. 








But one night a member came up 
with this statement, “We are on the 
wrong track completely.” 

“What do you mean ‘wrong track’?” 

“We are sending boys from the East 
End where they have the Wesley House 
to serve them. Near our own neigh- 
borhood there’s a place far worse than 
that.” 

It was true. Not too far off was an 
area that had ninety-one arrests ‘or 
juvenile delinquency in six blocks in 
six months. 

The committee looked over the area. 
And right in the center of it was a 
closed community house that belonged 
to the First Christian Church. No finer 
church anywhere than that one, but a 
community house is just a little too 
much for one church. We can do things 
together we cannot do separately. 

So they visited the church and ar- 
ranged to rent the building for $1.00 
a year (that’s cheap rent for Louis- 
ville). They fixed up the building and 
got the Community Chest to furnish 
a worker through the Salvation Army. 
The worker’s name was Skelton. The 
kids called him Red Skelton. That 
didn’t hurt. They had a Boys’ Club. 
The next six months after that Boys’ 
Club started not a single arrest for 
juvenile crime in that six blocks. Score 
91 to 0. That, my friends, is pre- 
vention. 

But it is not enough. We should 
study how so to integrate the home and 
the church that those boys themselves 
will do things greater than the com- 
mittee did. 

We should study juvenile delinquency 
and its causes. I asked sixteen prom- 
inent educators if child labor laws were 
a major contributing factor to juvenile 
delinquency. Thirteen of the sixteen 
said “yes.” Take away the right to 
work, cause rejection and loss of sense 
of importance, give a feeling the world 
owes a boy a living, and marvel when 
Satan finds something for idle hands to 
do. The answer isn’t easy; it should be 
found. When we oversimplify, some- 
one may suffer. Maybe that is what 
we did about our youth. I don’t know 
—let’s not act hastily. 

Why do some groups furnish no 
juvenile delinquents? 

You cannot do this job by just pass- 
ing the plate on Sunday and passing 
the buck on Monday. 

It is time to take seriously, “Be ye 
doers of the Word and not hearers 
only.” 





Catalog and fine selections of sam- 
ple materials on request. Fair 
prices. Mention whether for Pul- 
pit or Choir. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1161 S. 4th St., Greenville, tMlinois 
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It's Good News Today 
A Sennen by Victor & Becks 


(Scripture—John 1:1-14) 
HAT’S the news today?” is a 
question that is familiar to 
everyone of us. We have all 

asked it, and we have all heard it 
asked. Every human heart is eager 
for news, and every human being is 
also ready to impart news. 


Because there is this hunger in the 
human heart for news, towns have in 
the past employed criers to report the 
news to the citizens. We are told that 
there are still quaint towns in out-of- 
the-way places where the news is re- 
ported by such criers. Usually they 
have been popular individuals, and the 
people have listened attentively to their 
broadcasts. 

We are thus thinking of a charac- 
teristic in man that is as old as man’s 
recorded history on earth. Regarding 
the men of Athens the book of Acts has 
this to say: “Now all the Athenians 
and the strangers sojourning there 
spent their time in nothing else, but 
either to tell or to hear some new 
thing.” In other words, they were eager 
for news. It is a picture of all human- 
ity, for the heart of humanity is in- 
herently news-hungry. 


I 


The reporting of news plays a ‘tre- 
mendous part in human life. — It be- 
comes a rather fascinating subject, as 
one begins to think of all the effort that 
is expended in the spreading and the 
receiving of news. The fleet - footed 
runner, the lighted torch, the-horse, the 
bird, have all been. used..as vehicles for 
the spreading of news. ; 

When.we think. of inventions, we dis- 
cover that. such accepted factors in life 
as the printing press, the telegraph, 
the telephone, the radio, and television 
are all instruments employed in the 
publishing of news. The news depart- 
ment is a most popular section of any 
paper. As a matter of fact, we un- 
consciously confess what we expect in 
our daily papers by calling them news- 
papers. 

Thus, if you observe someone read- 
ing even a church paper, you are apt 
to discover that he usually turns first 
to the pages that contain the news. We 
know what a part the newsreel plays 
in the visual education of today. Per- 
haps if we could get a picture of the 
radio audience throughout the world, 


*Minister, Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church, 
New York City. 


we would find also there that the news- 
casts are among the most popular 
periods. 

II 


Possibly one reason why news is of 
such keen and general interest is be- 
cause there is always an element of 
suspense connected with it. It’s news, 
and therefore we do not know before- 
hand what it is going to be. We must 
wait for the report, and in that wait- 
ing there is the note of wonder and 
expectancy. For instance, when some- 
one is sick in a home, and it has been 
necessary to call the doctor, there is 
always the moment of tension, and 
therefore of interest. What is his 
verdict going to be? Thus it is also 
im a@ very special way in relation to 
the news of the world today. 


III 

During the past few years the world 
has been filled with disturbing and sad 
news. We have heard the voice of 
boasting and threatening, as seemingly 
invincible armies have moved into one 
nation after the other, and laying them 
prostrate. I recall as vividly as if it 
had been today the time that Winston 
Churchill announced to the world in 
sombre tones: “Singapore fell today.” 
That was tragic news that sent a chill 
to the heart. 

There were many anxious hearts in 
our country and in the world at that 
time, and there are many fearful hearts 
today. It is small wonder that there 
is apprehension, for we all want good 
news. Many are praying daily that 
it will not be long until the good news 
that abiding peace has come will be 
flashed around the world. 


IV 

But today, friends, it is good news! 
It does not matter what other voices 
there may be in the world. It does not 
matter what the newspapers and the 
radios may offer. It’s good news for 
us today, and it comes direct from 
heaven! Indeed, the word “gospel” it- 
self means good news. 

That good news came after centuries 
of promise and preparation. “The peo- 
ple that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light. ... For unto us a Child 
is born.” “O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold, 
your God!” Such were the messages 


that had been heard from time to time 
by the chosen people. 

We also know that there had been 
eager waiting for the fulfillment of 
those promises. Philip, the deacon, saw 
a man of Ethiopia riding in his chariot, 
reading the fifty-third chapter of Isa- 
iah. It is the chapter that speaks about 
the suffering servant, and the lamb 
that was led to the slaughter. He won- 
dered whom the prophet meant by the 
suffering servant. This Ethiopian, fur- 
thermore, was but an illustration of 
many who were looking for the good 
news. 


Vv 


Then came the day of fulfillment! 
An angel of God came to Mary with 
his “hail,” and with the unique mes- 
sage that she should become the moth- 
er of our Lord. Then went forth the 
decree that all the world should be 
taxed. Thereupon followed the jour- 
ney of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, 
and the birth of the Christ-child, whose 
first cradle was to be a manger in 
Bethlehem’s stable. 


To a group of shepherds near Beth- 
lehem, who were keeping watch over 
their flock by night, the angel of the 
Lord reported that the Savior had been 
born. They heard the heavenly chorus 
sing for the first time the song that 
has re-echoed through the centuries, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” In 
the heavens God hung a star to point 
to the place where the new-born King 
was to be found. 

That, dear friends, was news—real 
news! It was the news for which the 
vorld had been waiting and longing. 
Heaven paid earth a royal visit. God 
came to dwell among men. “And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us (and we beheld his glory, glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father), 
full of grace ‘and truth.” This is the 
message of our blessed Gospel this day. 

That news comes to you and to me.- 
It is just as vital now as it was nine- 
teen hundred years ago, because it is 
news from the living God. It is the 
message of his abiding presence among 
us. It has meaning and value for us 
who live on this earth in this year of 
grace. Jesus the Savior is born, and he 
also wants to be born in your heart. 
The message from heaven, furthermore, 
will have real meaning and value for 
you only if you grant him that place 
in your heart. 

VI 

For we must also face this inescap- 
able question: How do we receive the 
good news that comes to us this day? 
When the good news comes, it can have 
very varied effects on those who hear 

(Turn to page 58) 











54 





INDOOR SHUFFLEBOARD 
Wholesome Fun for youth! 


Here's exciting fun teen-agers will 
enjoy . . . Dimco Indoor Shuffle- 
board is suitable for church base- 
ment, recreation room, etc. No 
special installation needed—paint 
diagram on floor! 

Complete Dimco Shuffleboard Sets 
are available at $16.95. 


Write today for colorful folder, “Let's Play 
Shuffleboard,” containing complete infor- 
mation on court layout and equipment! 


DIMCO-GRAY COMPANY 


210 EAST SIXTH STREET 


DAYTON 2, OHIO 











NEW 
BUILDING FUND 


Collecting Envelope Systems 
definitely DO play an important 
part in BUILDING PROGRAMS. 


Write to us for samples and full 
information. 





126 MAR 2 1393 
Building Fund 


Christ Methodist Church 
(Permerty Edgewood Park Chorct) 
Wheeling. “eet Virginie 














NATIONAL CHURCH 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


Chester, West Virginia 


Manufacturers of 


COLLECTION ENVELOPE SYSTEMS 
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Mrs. Engel 


| This department offers a forum for discussion of the social, family and 
religious opportunities of the minister's wife. Correspondence invited. 


THE PASTOR'S WIFE 


A Department for the Mistress of the Manse 


Edited by Mes. poyce Engel t 





MONEY, MONEY, EVERYWHERE 





Here a Dollar, There a Dollar 
by Margaret Ratcliffe 


ATHERED from here and there 
| (| the following are some money 
raising suggestions which pro- 
| vide entertainment as well as enhanc- 
ing the treasury. In the first place, 
| how we enjoyed the first minstrel show 
put on by about fifty Weymouth teach- 
ers accompanied by a peppy orchestra 
in the school auditorium. Immediately 
we thought, “Here is an idea for our 
| Couple’s Club or some such similar 
group!” 

| Six comical end men, black as coal, 
dressed in cherry red and white striped 
| suits with their funny antics, refresh- 
| ing jokes and catchy solo numbers held 
| us spell-bound. Their songs included: 
“Row, Row, Row,” “Bye, Bye, Black- 
| bird,” “Rosie,” “Mammy,” and one of 
| their own creation dealing with teach- 
| ing. Especially well trained to add 
| music, rhythm and life, were the ten 
Tambo Girls, decked out in green jack- 
| ets and black slacks, who also ren- 
| dered some specialty numbers, such as, 
| “Stars and Stripes” and “Bye, Bye 
| Blues,” as well as assisting in all the 
| choruses. Further, a colored chorus 
| of thirty-five persons, wearing white 
shirts, bow ties and blue slacks and en- 
hanced by red bandanas, enthusias- 
| tically sang such favorites as: “Little 
| Annie Rooney,” “Casey Would Waltz,” 
| “Sweet Rosie O’Grady,” “East Side,” 


| “Hi-Hi-Hi,” “Heart of My Heart,” 
| “Anytime,” “Six Pence” and “Uncle 
Joe.” 


The entire company, which remained 
on the stage throughout the whole per- 
formance, brought the long to be re- 
membered evening to a close with “I’m 
Alabama Bound” and “From the Time 


| *+Bishop, Texas. 
*Milton, Massachusetts. 


itd ee 





We Say Good Bye.” In this connection 
the wonderful color effects achieved by 
effective lighting which created a strik- 
ing setting also deserve mention. 

Interspersed throughout the pvro- 
gram to add talent and variation were 
specialty numbers by artists of much 
ability. These included a ballet num- 
ber, a baton specialty, a comedy act, 
and several solos by outstanding 
soloists. 


The tickets cost $1.20 each and every 
seat in the large auditorium was taken. 
No doubt, having such a large cast 
drew the many friends and pupils of 
the teachers as well as the interested 
parents and townspeople. Moreover, 
the souvenir booklet containing thirty- 
two pages of advert'sements also added 
to the handsome receipts. 


Double Dollar Derby 


To raise extra money the Woman’s 
Fellowship of the First Congregational 
Church, Romeo, Michigan, found the 
Double Dollar Derby a most successful 
undertaking. An extract.from a letter 
sent to each woman of the congrega- 
tion read as follows: 


To begin the year it is hoped that 
every woman will take a dollar of her 
own money and at least double it. Do 
this in any way you can: 


By having friends to pay-to-play 
cards in your home: 

Sew, knit, or bake something to sell; 

Or try any project you wish, the 
more lucrative the better. 


In order to have some idea of how 
the dollars are multiplying we plan to 
have an Experience Tea on about May 
14, to which everyone is invited. It is 
hoped that we will not be satisfied to 
stop when we have merely doubled our 
money, but will go on to double it again 
and again. 
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The result was that the church wom- 
en much more than doubled their dol- 
lars in so many ways, for example, one 
woman made and sold cookies netting 
$40, while another sold peonies and 
turned in $10. Others made bread, 
doughnuts, gave luncheons, breakfasts, 
pay-to-play bridge parties, teas. . 
Encouraged because the first Double 
Dollar Derby netted approximately 
$1200, they are trying it again. 

Unusual as it perhaps is to have a 


groom-to-be guest of honor with the | 


bride looking on, that was the unique 


situation at a party of Nevin School | 


teachers in Weymouth, Massachusetts, 


at a shower for Jack, the groom-to-be. | 


Since he was unaccustomed to this role 


and had never even seen a shower, all | 
his fumbling caused much levity. Seat- | 


ed in a decorated chair under a fussy 


paper parasol which, when the attached 
string was pulled, let loose a deluge of | 
confetti, he clumsily untied in man’s | 


fashion, each of a large basket of gifts, 


which ranged all the way from a rolling | 


pin to a bottle of hand lotion, and read 


the attached humorous poems with | 


gusto. How we laughed! 


Still more gaiety followed with the | 
mock wedding where Jack played the | 
part of the groom (unknown, of course, | 


to him beforehand that he was to play 


this part) in a mock wedding in which | 
the bride was not his fiancee. The | 
ridiculous outfits of the bride, with | 
curtain veil and paper flowers, and a | 


flower girl, whose dress was a couple 
of sizes too small, were topped by the 


ring bearer carrying a full-sized pillow | 


and bearing a three-inch ring. 


Sumptuous, delicious refreshments | 
and a lively sing-song brought the joy- | 


ous evening to a close. Some varia- 


ticn of the above might be used for | 
good entertainment at a tea to which | 


one paid admission. 

Following the dinner of our annual 
Harvest Bazaar, where the women of 
the Emerson Association sold aprons, 
plants, white elephants, fancy work, 
baby clothes and animals, artistic can- 
dles, Christmas cards, lollipops from a 
lollipop tree, food, candy, costume jew- 
elry, novelties, Christmas  decora- 
tions . . ., some of the men of the Cou- 


ple’s Club entertained us with two | 


amazing skits portraying people of the 
church. The first consisted of a group 
of men playing poker at Smilie’s; which 
we discovered was the nickname for 
my hubby. Artfully they exhibited a 
“take off” of the idiosyncrasies of wom- 
en, such as exclaiming over a new suit 
of one of the men, a new hatband of 
another’s hat, and, in the middle of the 
game, during which they told all the 
gossip they could scare up, one man 
put up a mirror and shaved his face. 
In the next scene a group of men 
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Reproduction of Bulletin Cover 
designed for — 
THE FRIENDS MEETING 
New Castle, Indiana 
Truman D. Whitaker, Minister 


hat are impressive — 


Covers that will be widely 
distributed by your active 
members and pridefully 


handed by your Ushers to all 
who enter your Church. 


We take a photograph of 
your Church which we lith- 
ograph on the cover — the 
back page can have your di- 
rectory or left blank. Ship- 
ped flat — 8% x 11 — for 
local printing or duplicating 
equipment. 





If you use from seventy-five 
per week and up they are 


For full information, samples 
and prices write 
ee Don K. Cowan. 
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dressed as women, one of which was 
supposed to be yours truly, caused rol- 
licking laughter as they poured forth 
oodles of humorous advice against mar- 
ried life and ended the scene with Don, 
who played the fiery me, leaving the 
party in a huff. So, if you really want 
a good drawing card, get some of your 
men to try something similar. 

As the price of admission was only 
twenty-five cents each, there was a 
packed hall. Since in previous rehears- 
als they had recorded on a tape re- 
corder all the conversation, during the 
skits the actors just had to move their 
lips and make suitable gestures. It 
worked surprisingly well. 


Sell Recordings of Children’s Sermons 

At the Unitarian Church Fair, First 
Parish Church, Milton, one highly 
lucrative feature was the selling of 
records bearing children’s stories told 
by the minister of this church. 

The women on the Apron Booth for 
the annual bazaar at the Church of the 
Holy Nativity, Weymouth, Massachu- 
setts, continue to work throughout the 
year. Last Monday they held a sev- 
enty-five-cent plate luncheon at one of 
the homes, serving chicken a-la king, 
carrots, peas, potatoes, rolls, relish, 
cranberry sauce, graham cracker pud- 
ding topped with whipped cream, Toll 
House cookies and coffee. Since all the 
food was furnished by the committee 
gratis, the ticket money was clear 
profit for the apron committee treasury. 

In addition to the appetizing meal 
there was an apron table displaying 
many attractive aprons of unusual 
styles, for $1.25 and $1.50. Of much 
interest also was the home where this 
luncheon was held with its hooked and 
braided rugs, antique furniture, needle- 
point, painted trays, paintings and ex- 
quisite glassware. 

Watching an exciting auction, spon- 
sored by our choir, where a wide vari- 
ety of possessions was being auctioned 
off, we really enjoyed many a chuckle 
and many a surprise. Everything from 
radios to buffets, from stoves to lamps, 
from hose to pictures, from baby’s toys 
to grandfather’s chair . . . gained the 
spotlight in rapid succession. 

Each of the choir members had a 
specific duty. Some solicited articles 
from the families in their section of the 
church list which was divided among 
a group of them. Others were on hand 
every evening of the week at the church 
to rescue goods, while still others picked 
up remaining treasures with a truck. 

The auction took place Saturday on 
the church lawn from 10:00 a. m. until 
everything was sold, that is until eve- 
ning. Folding chairs from the Parish 
House provided seats for all. In the 
rear a snack bar, where members 


dished up frankfurters, hamburgers, 
cheeseburgers, coffee, doughnuts, and ice 
cream, satisfied the pangs of hunger 
and added to the treasury. After pay- 
ing twenty-five dollars for an auc- 
tioneer and other amounts for paper 
releases and fliers, the choir cleared 
well over $200. 

My attention was drawn recently to 
a full page advertisement entitled, 
“Please Help Us Build Our Church,” 
in a London daily paper. At the bot- 
tom were the names of fourteen busi- 
ness concerns that were the sponsors 
of this advertisement. A special ap- 
peal was made to Londoners to donate 
furniture, rugs, dishes, tools, machin- 
ery, etc., for a grand auction to be held 
in the Ontario arena. All the proceeds 
of this undertaking are to be used in 
the completion of the new Erskine 
United Church. Around the edge were 
large pictures of possible articles to 
donate, and nearby you were urged to 
call one of the eight phone numbers to 
have your donations picked up at your 
convenience. In another corner it an- 
nounced that for your entertainment 
an artist will make cartoons of the peo- 
ple attending the evening sales. These 
caricatures will be given free of 
charge to the people he has portrayed. 

All the women of the church were in- 
vited to attend a birthday luncheon at 
noon put on by the Emerson Associa- 
tion in Huntington Hall. Guests were 
seated according to their birthdays at 
tables representing the twelve months 
of the year with a birthday cake in the 
center of each. The price of each 
ticket was seventy-five cents. 


Dinner und Fun 


On Friday evening the Choir Asso- 
ciates held their famous, annual, sump- 
tuous Smorgasbord Supper with two 
servings, 5:30 and 6:00 p. m. With 
adult tickets $1.25 and children tickets 
99 cents, a capacity crowd turned out 
to enjoy the heavily laden, attractive 
tables of food, which centered the hall. 
Probably the thing that makes this 
meal so popular is that there is always 
an abundance of food, donated by the 
Choir Associates, as well as a wide 
choice to suit the most pernickety 
appetite. 

A noisy evening of fun for adults 
playing the following children’s games, 
which were set up around our Fellow- 
ship Hall, was enjoyed by about forty 
couples of our Couple’s Club: 


1. Bowling—Each person bowls one 
string. Enter total score on score 


pad. 

2. Shooting Gallery — Each person 
takes twelve shots. Enter total on 
score pad. 

3. Darts—Throw ten darts. (Careful 
how and where you throw them.) 
Enter score. 

4, Bagatelle—Shoot ten marbles. En- 
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ter total score. 

. Pitching Cards—Shoot entire deck 
of cards, one at a time. Enter total 
number of cards landing in hat, 
not on it. 

. Hockey—Two couples play at one 
time. First couple to score three 
goals gets 50 points. Losers—0. 

. Labyrinth— Each person takes 
three turns. Enter total score on 
pad. Add score for each turn io- 
gether to get total score. 

. Horse Shoes—Four couples play at 
one time. Play one game of 21 
points. Score 5 for ringer, 3 for 
leaner, and 1 point for nearest to 
stake. No shoe can be counted 
that is more than one foot away 
from the stake. Winning team 
takes 50 points. Losers—0. 

. Clothes Pins in Bottle—Drop ten 
pins. Contestants must stand erect 
and not release pins from a height 
lower than his or her waist line. 
(Those without waistlines will 
have to guess.) Take 5 points for 
each pin that lands inside the milk 
bottle. Enter total score on pad. 

. Bounce Ball—Ball must hit floor 
first and enter waste basket on first 
bounce. Ten tries. Take 5 points 
for each ball that lands inside bas- 
ket. Enter total points on pad. 

Cards bearing odd numbers were 

given to the women, while those with 
even numbers went to the men. In this 
way partners were selected. The scores 
were kept on score pads and the two 
winners presented with prizes. 

Refreshments and much discussion 

over our inability to shoot darts or roll 
balls followed. Many parents decided, 
after trying their skill, that these were 
the ideal games for their children— 
perhaps so they could play too. At 
any rate, here is a lively evening’s pro- 
gram to which an admittance charge 
would be in order. 


A group of women of the Emerson 
Association of our church solicited 
cakes, cookies, salads, meat balls, baked 
dishes, and desserts and the recipes of 
each from the women of the organiza- 
tion. At the noon Tasting Party at 
which one paid an admittance charge 
of fifty cents, you were served meat, 
salads, coffee, rolls and dessert, one or 
small servings of different ones, of 
one’s choice. After, the recipes of any 
food could be purchased for five cents 
each. 

The celebration of the 275th Anniver- 
sary of our church included a never-to- 
be forgotten Anniversay Banquet on 
Tuesday night with greetings from the 
Town of Milton, Milton churches, Mas- 
sachusetts Congregational Conference, 
and sons and daughters of former min- 
isters with a former minister the guest 
speaker. A 275th anniversary birth- 
day cake on each table, with gold col- 
ored place cards in the shape of our 
church, decorated napkins, gold favors, 
candles and flowers made the setting 
complete. With tickets $2.50 each a 


capacity crowd turned out for this his- 
toric occasion. 

Friday evening was drama night, 
depicting in a fascinating manner the 
275 years in drama, song, and story 
with well chosen dramatic episodes in 
the church’s history, namely: 


1. A scene from Peter Thacher’s day, | 
in the kitchen at the Thacher home, | 
As a minister’s wife, be- | 
ing well impressed with the hectic life | 


May, 1684. 


of a minister which seems at times just 
one interruption after another, I was 
greatly amused by this scene which 
showed the Reverend Peter Thacher in 
his study and his wife at the spinning 
wheel being interrupted to attend a 
sick cow, to stop a quarrel between two 
men, and to help another pull his 
wagon out of the mud. In 269 years 
life in the parsonage has certainly 
changed! 


2. The lively scene of the separation 
Dr. Gile’s study, 


of the two churches. 
evening of January 6, 1834. 


3. A sequel to the above scene, De- | 


cember 17, 1834, noon. 

4. A scene from the broadcasting 
studio WORL today with the cast our 
Junior Choir. 

The excellent narrator wove these 
scenes together and gave a compre- 
hensive, indelible picture of the high- 
lights of these 275 years. Further, to 
give the music of the different cen- 
turies, our Children’s Choir, Junior 
Choir, and a boys’ quartette sang suit- 
able songs and hymns. Not only did 
the cast but many others came in cos- 
tume, since prizes were given for the 
three most authentic, as judged by 
members of the Historical Society. This 
addec much to the setting and interest 
of the evening. 

As the tickets were only fifty cents 
each and as many people took part in 
the choruses as well as in the drama, 
the result was a crowded hall. 

Church Directory 


In connection with the historic an- 
niversary the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee put out a Church Directory 
(6” by 9”) which included the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of the 
people of the church, a list of the spon- 
sors who paid one dollar each, the 
names of the different organizations 
of the church, the list of members of 
the Church School as well as the names 
of the Ways and Means Committee. 
This committee solicited advertisements 
from the surrounding towns and church 
members with much success. The rates 
were as follows: Back outside cover— 
$50, one-half of it—$25, one-fourth— 
$16; back inside cover—$40, one-half 
—$20, one-fourth—$12; front inside 
cover the same as back inside cover; 
center page—$35, one-half—$18, one- 
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The church 
they know 


is where 
they'll 


“Carillonic Bells”* beckon 
people all week long— 


making the church a well known 
source of spiritual life in the com- 
munity. They actually promote 
church growth. The tonal beauty of 
*Carillonic Bells” is unmatched by 
any cast bells or chimes. Every 
church can aTord them—no church 
should be without them, 


Hundreds of installations through- 
out the nation! Learn how your 
church may have the world’s finest 
bell music, write to— 


“@arillonic Bells’ 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, Inc. 
16358-A Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 

*“Corillonic Bells" is a trademork for bell 
instruments of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc 
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third—$15; per page—$30, one-half— 
$15, one-fourth—$10, one-third—$12, 
one-eighth — $7.50, one-sixteenth — $5. 
Since the total intake for advertise- 
ments and sponsors was approximately 
$1400 and the cost of printing was 
$300, it left a net proceeds of about 
$1100. 

Lastly, a Gifts and Memorial Com- 
mittee solicited special anniversary 
gifts and sent out a letter making sug- 
gestions of suitable, useful gifts. The 
result was that, besides large and small 


| donations of money plus an anniver- 


sary special offering, the following 
gifts were presented to the church at 


| the anniversary banquet: three leather 
| and chrome chairs for the Theta Al- 


| it. 


pha room, two gold upholstered chairs 
for church parlor, one piano, drapes 
for Huntington Hall, two clocks, silver 
candlesticks, an antique painting of 
the daughter of an early minister and 
suitable frame for church parlor, as 
well as some shares of American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph. 


It's Good News Today 


(From page 53) 
It often happens that there are 


| skeptics who underrate the news that 
| is given, and who are unwilling to 


GLASS COMPANY. 


Manufacturers of highest quality com- 
munion glassware. Our glasses can be 
purchased through the Church Supply 
Houses throughout the United States. 


Box 9104 Huntington, W. Va. 





give it the credence that will bring joy 
and satisfaction to the heart. They 
say, “It sounds good, but can we re- 
ally believe it?” And there are those 
who utterly deny the validity of the 
news, and say that it simply cannot 
be. By their denial, they also devrive 


themselves of the joy and blessing it ' 


can afford. 

But there are also believers, people 
who accept the good news in faithful 
hearts, and treasure up its marvelous 
content in their soui, and thus receive 
full inspiration and blessing from it. 
If we are in this latter group, then we 
are today rejoicing in the good news 
that resounds throughout the Chris- 
tian world. For there is no other day 
in the year that has so caught the 
heart of humanity as has the day when 
we celebrate the birthday of Jesus. 
And small wonder, for its message 
transcends all others. 

But the full acceptance of this good 
news cannot remain merely as a pas- 
sive experience. It cannot be just a 
passing moment of thrill and joy. It 
must also be an experience that {ills 


the desire to go forth and do something 
with the good news that has _ been 
heard. When the shepherds had gone to 


| Bethlehem and had witnessed what had 


come to pass, they returned glorifying 


| and praising God for all they had seen 
| and heard. Thus it must also be with 
| us this day, if the good news that we 








have heard from heaven is to have real 
meaning. Our voices and our lives 
must be given to God in praise and 
service. 

Let us, therefore, accept the good 
news today. Let us hug it to our heart 
as something unspeakably precious. 
Let us live in it, and let us live by it. 
Let us publish it by every means at 
our disposal. Then, and then only, 
shall we exhaust all the wonderful 
treasure that is contained in the old 
and ever new story that the Savior is 
born to the world! 





CHRISTIANITY COMES! 
Farewell, ye Gods! What makes ye 
run? 
Ye ancient terrors of the world. 


Ye fired the minds with phantoms 
drear. 

Ye caught the fancies with hoaxes 
dour. 

Ye swarmed blank heights, and breath- 
ed_ below. 

From Stygian shores, to Olympus’ 
winds. 


Sham, solemn shackles hitched to trees. 


Farewell, old Fakes! And _ straight 
depart! 
There mounts the stag of world’s 


great mode, 
The peerless, faultless, wanted power. 
Round desclated shrines and stools 
New spiendor blanches ebon hell. 


A song of struggle and of right; 

Of freedom, soul inspiring zeal, 
Swells up to heaven, down to earth. 
And angels list to exalted echoes. 


All spheres and ages knew the secret. 

The destined goal seemed sure, spite 
tall. 

For God’s Messiah matched the heart—- 

The heart God gave to make aspire. 


Now exa!t the priceless star of proph- 
ecy. 

Bend knee all children of the zone 

Of night o’erthrown and morn’s reat 
rise. 

The Christ of God’s great love is here! 

—George Hibbert Driver, 
Marblehead, Massachusetts | 


An Error 

A letter to the London Sunday Times 
relates a story told of an old Yorkshire 
churchwarden. He had been instructed 
by his vicar to address the bishop as 
“My lord.” But at the critical moment 
his memory failed him, and he insisted 
on addressing the diocesan as “My 
God.” 


A LOT IN BETWEEN 
Today my preacher preached from Job. 
He spoke of ashes, sin and boils. 
And by the time he said “Amen” 
My “frame” was worn from lack of 


coils! 
— Leslie Conrad, Jr. 
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CHURCH LUMINAIRES 


@ comfortable, subdued general lighting 


downlighting for good-seeing 
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OFFICE AND CLASSROOM FIXTURES 


@ incorporating the newest ideas of modern illumination 
engineering 


@ beautiful, modern functional design 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION our engineers will prepare a 


Church or Institutional lighting plan designed to meet 
your own needs. Write us for further information. 





The Church—Garment of God's 


IGHTING 


THE EDWIN F, GUTH COMPANY / ST.LOUIS 3, MISSOURI 
Meadors in Lighting since 1902 





Glory 


A Sesuitéia by Douglas er Sinith Kg 


My glory passeth by ... but my face 
shall not be seen.—Exodus 33:22-23. 


OD may not be seen by the hu- 
(3 man eye, but the history and 

life of the church at its best in- 
vests God with such radiance that the 
observer becomes quickly aware of his 
person and divinity. God is saying, 
“You shall not see me but you shall see 
my glory.” The church of Jesus Christ 
is to be the garment of God’s glory. 
Men and women who see and touch but 
the hem of this garment will not long 
be unaware of the gracious presence 
within. 

Some visitors to the city of London 
during the Coronation of Queen Eliza- 
beth II did not catch a glimpse of the 
queen herself, but they were caught up 
in the attendant pomp and circum- 
stance, in the royal pageant; they were 
stirred to the depths of their nature by 
the atmosphere, and mood, of loyalty 
to the queen. ‘ They were all very con- 
scious of the royal presence, for in the 


*Minister, Howard Congregational Church, Bed- 
ford, England. 


cavalcade and pageantry they had seen 


her gloyy passing by. 

As the history of the church is un- 
folded, and the “cloud of witnesses” 
pass under review, we do not see God 
face to face, but we surely see his glory 
passing by. 

The saints triumphant rise in bright 


array 
The King of Glory passes on his way. 


In the early church many Christians 
found immortality in the Colosseum, 
all to make a Roman holiday. Did the 
ranks upon ranks of spectators in the 
galleries see nothing but a blood bath? 
Were they so insensitive to grace that 
they missed the splendor, and loyalty, 
of the faithful? Surely it was not 
for nought. There must have been 
some, like the centurion at the cross, 
who knew themselves to be in the pres- 
ence of God. The seed of the church 
was the blood of the martyrs; some saw 
God’s glory passing by. 

In the Roman Church, saints, whose 
names are known to us all, lived and 


labored. They have left behind them 
Franciscans, Benedictines, and the like. 
Their labor was certainly not in vain 
in the Lord. Men did not see God’s 
face, but they saw his glory pass- 
ing by. ‘ 


In the Protestant Church of all ages, 
great souls have lived and died for 
their faith, The names of Calvin, 
George Whitfield, John Milton, Oliver 
Cromwell, John Bunyan, John Howard 
are but a few who have striven might- 
ily for their faith. In their time men 
were looking “for the consolation in 
Israel,” they sought God where he 
might be found. They did not see his 
face; but it is not a grotesque claim 
to say these men saw his glory pass- 
ing by. 

This is the high calling of the church, 
so to order its life, so to live in the 
spirit that God is invested with a 
warmth and radiance that captivates 
the souls of men. This being so we 
cannot escape the question, “Is there 
any beauty in us that men should know 
him and desire him? How we must 
pray that men seeing us may see Jesus, 
that the pageant of our own church 
life may carry such color and convic- 
tion that men see God’s glory pass- 
ing by. 

The pattern of our Christian living 
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must of necessity carry the qualities 
of God’s character or we shall biur his 
image and men will only see our shame. 

The church expresses God’s glory 
when there is ethical purity in prac- 
tice and intention, from its members. 
There is always the danger that the 
world will invade the church, as the 
church seeks to evangelize the world. 
There is the possibility that the stand- 
ards acceptable to the profane will be- 
come the standards by which some in 
the church will allow themselves to be 
guided. 

Some principles for life and conduct 
must be primary for those in whom 
God will break out into glory. They 
will not necessarily be the principles 


| that are generally accepted as binding 


by the majority in our age. The ethical 
norm for the Christian must be that 
which was exalted in the life and teach- 
ing of Jesus; he is the final criterion 
for us. If this claim sets us apart 
from our fellows then with Lord Rose- 
bery we must be prepared to say, “I 
must tread my lonely furrow alone.” 

Jesus never lowered his morality to 
suit any given situation, neither must 
his followers. Where others put wealth, 
power, fame, first the Christian will 
not; his chief aim will be to qualify as 
a child of God, exemplifying those vir- 
tues in all realms of conduct which are 
Christlike. Then, and only then, will 
men see God’s glory passing by. 

When the world famous singer Caru- 
so died his executors were surprised to 
find a statement in his will conveying 
the following meaning, “I am not a 
man, but a money making machine for 
financial managers . . . I am dominated 

Once I sang in youth like 
. now I am kept in a glass 

The church conveys the fragrance of 
God’s glory when alongside ethical pu- 
rity, there is selfless service. Some 
there are whose actions are just and 
honorable, but whose lives do not carry 
any warmth or companionableness at 
God is Love, and those who would 
interpret him to their age must live 
in charity with their neighbors. Just 
as God gave himself to the world of 
men in Jesus so must the church give 
itself in loving service to its fellows. 
Von Hugel was right when he said, 
“It’s caring that counts.” 

The history books tell us plainly that 
the church has had a great record of 
humanitarians. No one can deny the 
God-like service of John Howard the 
Prison Reformer, upon whose tomb at 
Kherson the Russians wrote, “Whoever 
thou art thou standest at the tomb of 
a friend.” Noble pages have been writ- 
ten in the Lambs Book of Life by men 
like William Grenfell, and Lord Shaf- 
tesbury, in working for the underprivi- 


leged. What of the present? We must 
look around, but not too far afield. 
What is happening on our own door- 
steps? Are we as church members a 
coterie of self respecting people with- 
out much urge to share, or care, more 
concerned with our own advancement 
than with the sorrows of the world. 
We may declaim rightly that we are 
not our brother’s keeper, but we can- 
not escape. the fact that we are our 
brother’s brother. When Constantine 
the great West Indies cricketer came to 
play for an English league side, the 
captain asked him where he wanted 
to be in the field. Constantine is re- 
ported to have replied, “Place me where 
there is most work to be done, and I 
can be of most service to the side.” 

Loving service, blithely, and freely 
given, without counting the cost, is a 
cutting edge of the Christian Gospel. 
It is one of the things which open men’s 
eyes to the God whom we serve, for it 
is seen there is a higher loyalty, than 
that common to many contemporaries. 
Albert Schweitzer was recently offered 
a large sum of money if he would leave 
his work and allow a film company to 
make a film of his life’s work. Char- 
acteristically Albert Schweitzer re- 
fused, neither additional fame, nor for- 
tune, could turn him from the path of 
service he had chosen in Africa, at the 
call of God. When men serve in that 
spirit, God is very near to men, and 
they see his glory passing by. 

In the deep undertones of the spir- 
itual life God’s presence is conveyed, 
probably in the most forceful of ways. 
The best advertisement for Christianity 
has always been the truly dedicated 
Christian. There is some value in being 
good; as well as doing good. Some of 
the greatest characters of the Bible 
narrative conveyed the presence of God 
not only in their actions but in their 
presence. Moses’ face shone, and Steph- 
ens whole soul was radiant as he died 
a martyr’s death. 

God is Spirit, and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. Let it be said, that when his 
worshippers do so worship him their 
lives become expressive of God’s essen- 
tial nature. Then men are aware of 
his divinity as never before. We over- 
emphasize one side of Christian living 
if we only stress works, simple piety 
is self vindicating, and has great evan- 
gelistic quality. When a life points to 
the truth at its deepest levels it is per- 
forming a work beyond price. The de- 
vout life adds lustre to God’s name; it 
brings him glory as nothing else can. 

Pundit Nehru recently received a 
visit from a young visionary of his 
own nation. The visitor set before 
Pundit Nehru certain propositions. The 
Pundit hastily scanned the pages, and 
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then looking at the young man he 
asked, “What are you doing?” The 
young idealist retired defeated; it is 
not always possible or easy to frame 
words for a vision. But it is possible 
Pundit Nehru was using the wrong 
balances for measurement. Rembrandt 
was a capable man of his day, but he 
spent it seeing visions and trying to 
trace them in water color and oils on 
canvas. To him in exasperation the 
energetic might say, “What are you 
doing?” Perhaps there is no reply ex- 
cept the genius of his pictures which 
interpret truth and reality to the minds 
of men; so that for once they see 
crystalized something of the infinity 
they have been reaching after. 

Pascal spent much of his time in 
bed, in ill health, just as it seemed, 
scribbling odd thoughts on scraps of 
paper. Men might ask, “What are you 
doing?” Probably he would have found 
it difficult to have given any practical 
reply; but later generations know that 
his philosophy was to interpret new 
areas of truth and reality to men. By 
being himself, at his best, and putting 
his best on record for posterity Pascal 
and Rembrandt put truth and reality 
on the map of men’s minds. So by be- 
ing ourselves, at our best, we are put- 
ting on record a story which is pro- 
found as it is simple, and between the 
lines men read, and the glory of God 
is passing by. 


THEY SAY — WHAT SAY THEY? 
LET THEM SAY 


PREFERS SERMON CALENDAR 
Editor, Church Management: 

Upon page 23 of the July issue of 
Church Management you have asked 
for the reaction of your subscribers 
to certain changes made in the maga- 
zine. 

Frankly, the series of “Special Day 
Sermons” do not appeal to me as 
strongly as the previous outlines for 
suggested sermons of a year. 

As secretary of The Pacific Grove 
Minister’s Fellowship it falls to my lot 
the arranging of special programs in 
which there is a union of all churches 
and I had looked forward to having 
more suggested sermons for various 
periods of the year as leaders in help- 
ing the arrangement of future work. 
This is definitely lacking in the special 
day sermons as neither the several min- 
isters in this fellowship, or I, would 
think of appropriating some one else’s 
prepared copy—though all of us do en- 
joy constructive suggestions such as 
the church sermon calendar of other 
years offered. 

It is to be regretted the loss of 








Thomas H. Warner who has offered 
this help in times past and it is to be 
hoped that before too long a time you 
can find someone to carry on a similar 
work. 

H. C. Foxton, 

Pacific Grove, California 


COMMUNICATION WITH 
THE DEFARTED 
Editor, Church Management: 

Read your editorial, “Communication 
With the Dead” with a great deal of 
interest. 

As.sincere members of a Spiritualist 
Church, we would like to congratulate 


you on your unbiased, honest, and fair 
way of presenting the story of Spiritu- 
alism. If there were more people like 
you who had the courage to express 
their inner convictions, in, spite of in- 
evitable criticism and ridicule, we feel 
that greater progress would have 
been made in all fields—religion, sci- 
ence, health. 

As an unbiased, sincere, open-minded 
individual delves further into the mys- 
teries of life as lived on the Other Side, 
spiritual healings, communications with 
great souls, he will realize as you 


(Turn to page 63) 
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6000 PIECES OF GLASS 


The Dedication of an Altar Window 
bg Rbk: S. Mesdaccof 


T 


HE altar window is the principal 
window in a church. It must set 
the pattern, tell the story of that 
church. The initial problem, therefore, 
is the subject for its design. If ours 
had been a church bearing the name of 
an apostle, the altar window might 
naturally represent that man. But 


| Grace Church offered no simple solu- 


| Lord Jesus Christ. 


tion. It is the grace of God we receive 
and by which our souls are nourished. 
And we obtain this grace through our 
Therefore the cen- 
ter of such a window should be a por- 
trait of the Lord. But what Christ 


| shall be presented? There is a descrip- 
| tion of this Lord of the Church in the 
| Revelation of St. 


John the Divine. 
These are the portions which have been 


| portrayed in our window: 


I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day 
and heard behind me a great voice, as 


| of a trumpet. (1:10) 


;| spake with me. 


For the RIGHT MOVE 


Call Your Local North American Agent 
Consult your classified Telephone Book 


COMPLETE PROTECTION for your house- 
holds goods, when you transfer to another city, 
is easy. Just let your North American Agent 
do it. He has professional packers and movers; 
modern padded vans; central dispatching to 
assure on-time, door-to-door delivery anywhere 
in U.S.A. or Canada. Write for free booklet, 
“Happiest Move.” Address . . . 


_ Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last, ... (1:11) 


And I turned to see the voice that 
And being turned, I 


| saw seven golden candlesticks. (1:12) 


And in the midst of the seven candle- 


| sticks, one like unto the Son of Man, 
| clothed with a garment down to the 

foot, and girt about the paps with a 
| golden girdle. (1:13) 


And he had in his right hand seven 
stars; ... and his countenance was as 
the sun shining in his strength. (1:16) 

And when I saw him, I fell at his 
feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me saying unto me, Fear 
not, I am he that liveth. (1:18) 

The seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches; and the seven candle- 
sticks wnich thou sawest are the seven 
churches. (1:20) 

And round about the throne were 

four beasts . . . And the first beast 
was like a lion and the second beast 
like a calf, and the third beast had a 
face as a man, and the fourth beast 
was like a flying eagle. . 
_ And they rest not day and night, say- 
ing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty, which was and is, and is to 
come.” (4:6-8) 

The vision is completed with the 
three crowns which he wears, for this 


Lord is Lord of sorrow, Lord of grace, 
| and Lord of all creation. 


Dept. CS3MI, Ft. Wayne, Ind. | 


So was decided the central panel of 


*Minister, Grace Episcopal Church, Charleston, 


| South Carolina. 











Illustration, Courtesy R. Geissler, Inc. 
THE ALTAR WINDOW 
Grace Episcopal Church, Charleston, West Virginia 


the window and the lancets above. Now 
came the second problem. The grace of 
God is mediated to men through Jesus 
Christ who is “he who liveth and was 
dead and is alive forevermore.” But 
how do we who enter this church obtain 
his grace? 

God’s grace may come to you in many 
ways, but so far as the church is con- 
cerned, it is given through the services 
which are celebrated here, and especi- 
ally the sacraments. We become chil- 
dren of God through the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. We are strengthened 
for life through the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. While not sacraments of 
the Gospel, the two side panels repre- 
sent rites which are celebrated regu- 
larly before the altar of a parish 
church. By Confirmation we witness our 
mature desire to be members of the 
church. Finally, before the altar, Chris- 
tians utter vows of life-long devotion, 
thus transforming marriage into Holy 
Matrimony which is a holy estate quite 
different from any secular union. Thus 
this window represents the spirit of 
Grace Church, what she is, and what 
she exists to do. 

From every aspect therefore, this is 
a genuine creation of the art. It tells 
a story which is relevant to its sur- 
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roundings; it is symbolic of glorious 
and unchanging truths, it is contem- 
porary in design yet ageless in mes- 
sage. And it is alive with multitudinous 
varieties of color, for more than 6,000 
pieces of glass gathered from England, 
Germany, France, and America ‘com- 
pose the pattern, which was designed 
and executed in one of the finest stained 
glass studios in the country, R. Geissler, 
Inc. of Long Island City, New York. 

It will inspire men and women to 
worship in the beauty of holiness, not 
only in this generation but as long as 
this church shall stand. 


They Say — What Say They? 
Let Them Say 


(From page 61) 
wrote in your article, “it may be a com- 
pensating one to the serious, competent 
explorer.” 

True Spiritualism is far more pro- 
found and offers unlimited opportu- 
nities for study and soul development— 
so much more than the average person 
can realize. Our philosophy is found- 
ed on the divine laws of nature, and 
when properly understood and followed, 
brings about a well-ordered life as the 
result of understanding some of the 
mysteries of the life to come, as well 
as greater opportunities for spreading 


suushine and rendering help to our 
fellow human beirgs while on this earth 
plane. 

Thanking you for your fine article, 
and wishing you a “Happy Explora- 
tion” in the field of Spiritualism, we 
are 

Sincerely yours, 
Katherine and Lester Voge, 
Hales Corners, Wisconsin 
DOG WORSHIP 
Editor, Church Management: 

I was a subscriber to your publica- 
tion for a number of years. The rea- 
sons I have not resubscribed are sev- 
eral, 

A number of months ago you pub- 
lished an article from a man who wrote 
about his dog and the way in which 
the dog regarded him. It was one of 
the most repulsive things I had ever 
seen in print in what is supposedly 
Christian. For any man to make him- 
self a “deity” to a dog is bad but to 
me it was even worse that your pub- 
lication should have accepted that ar- 
ticle. I tell you frankly, I fairly shook 
inwardly from such blasphemy. To be 
sure that I had not jumped to the 
wrong conclusion, I read it three or 
four times over a period of days. May- 
be I am wrong but that article was too 
indicative to me of a weakness in your 
editorial policy. 


Still another reason why I have not 
renewed my subscription is that I feel 
the rate is too high in the light of all 
the paid advertising you handle. 

Another reason is that while I am a 
strong denominationalist, (A.B.C.), I 
am also a strong conservative (theo- 
logically), I believe your publication 
caters more to the liberal theologian. 
I do not mean to boast or be arrogant, 
but I have found that a dynamic the- 
ology, plus common sense, plus humil- 
ity are after all the best sources of 
motivation for a growing church. This 
is my fourth charge (just getting 
started here) and I find it works. My 
old English Bible professor, Dr. James 
Maxwell, had one of the greatest se- 
crets to ministerial success. I can still 
hear him saying after seventeen years 
out of the seminary, “Brethren, love 
the people, love the people.” It works. 

Yes, your publication has many good 
things in it but the average pastor I 
believe has to decide from what sources 
(editorially and managerial) he gets 
his best help. Herein then is a third 
reason. A man has to spend his 
money for “helps” where his dollars 
get him the most, and most of us have 
far too few dollars. 

As for social security for the min- 
istry, I think you are invading this 

(Turn to page 67) 
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“Boats in a fog” 
Al fo by Wham ue eS 


And when neither sun nor stars ap- 
peared for many a day .—Acts 
27:20. 

T. LUKE excelled himself in writ- 
S ing this exciting story of a ship- 

wreck in the Mediterranean Sea. 
The ship sailed from Palestine for Italy. 
On board were many) prisoners who were 
being taken to Rome for trial. St. Paul 
Including the sol- 
diers in charge, there were 276 souls 
A severe storm arose in mid- 
sea. Danger and hunger stalked the 
ship for fourteen days. At last it ran 
aground; the bow stuck on the shore 
of an island, Malta, and the stern was 
broken by the pounding surf. The sol- 
diers wanted to kill the prisoners, lest 
they should escape by swimming 


in all. 


| ashore; but the captain, desiring to 
| save Paul, forbade it. 
| Paul’s calmness and sane advice, to- 
| gether with his trust in God, everybody 
| would have perished. 


In fact, but for 


The plight of Paul in this shipwreck 


| was only one of the great hardships he 
| endured in the thirty years of his 
Apostleship. 
nest for him; the rigors of prison; the 


Life was stern and ear- 


weariness of long miles on foot; the 


| bitterness of persecution; the unfair 
.| opposition of both friend and foe; and 
| a chronic physical infirmity. But noth- 
| ing could quench his earnestness—not 
| the pain of disappointment or opposi- 
| tion. 
| constrained him. 


The love and authority of Christ 


From the story of this shipwreck we 
have a text to present this theme: The 


| essential reality of going about our 
| business among the earnest elements 
| of life. 


Paul was going about his busi- 
ness as.an Apostle in a storm at sea. 
Our storms may not be at sea, but still 
Our path may not 
be along a treacherous shore line but 
it may be nonetheless precarious. 

In northern California the coastline 
is far more rugged than it is in the 
south—steep, jagged hills rise from it; 
massive rocks lie along it like small 
islands, here and there, beyond the 
surf; dense fog often gathers over the 
sea. In Monterey used to live Robin- 
son Jeffers,s who wrote poems about 
this northern coast—one is “Night”— 
“The ebb slips from the rock.” An- 
other is “November Surf.” 

Some lucky days each November great 
waves awake and are drawn 


| Like smoking mountains from the west. 


*Minister, Union Congregational Church, La 


Jolla, California. 


In this poem throbs an interest in 

the issues of life: 

The tide, moving the night’s 

Vastness with lonely voices. 

The rock hidden in the deep of the 
waters of the soul. 

“Boats in a Fog” is a short poem 
where this interest is uppermost. This 
is how it begins:+ 
Sports and gallantries, the stage, the 

arts, the antics of dancers, 
The exuberant voices of music, 
Have charm for children, but lack no- 
bility; it is bitter earnestness 
That makes beauty; the mind 
Knows, grown adult. 

Bitter earnestness belongs to the 
adult mind. Life is not a trifling mat- 
ter; it is not all sweet. There is beau- 
ty in the sheer ruggedness of the north- 
ern coast, a beauty enhanced by the 
trees on’ it, bent and gnarled by ocean 
winds, and sometimes wrapped in wisps 
of fog. A human face may be beauti- 
ful because bitter earnestness has cut 
deep lines in it, and suffered it with 
tender thoughtfulness. A _ professor 
of English, to illustrate a lecture on 
poetry, held before his audience a 
photograph of a blind, French physi- 
cian. The doctor was holding to his 
ear an infant, to examine it. The pro- 
fessor saw poetry in that face, sight- 
less though the eyes were; kindness, 
strength, tender solicitude and earnest- 
ness; the long, firm, yet gentle fingers, 
too, grasping the infant near the heart. 
Earnestness is bound to meet bitter- 
ness; no matter how earnest you are, 
you fail to do all you would wish to 
do; discouraging words are spoken to 
you. 

“Boats in a Fog,” paints a word- 
picture of boats sailing in fog-drift 
that muffled the ocean. Six fishing 
boats, like shadows, following a cliff 
for guidance: 

Holding a difficult path between the 
peril cf the sea-fog 

And the foam on the shore granite, 

Patient and cautious 

Coasting all round the peninsula 

Cut of the vapor and into it. 

The boats preached a short parable 
of life for the poet. It fits in nicely 
with the experience of Paul in the ship- 
wreck. The poem concludes with this 
truth: 

A fiight of pelicans 

Is nothing lovelier to lock at; 

The flight of the planets is nothing 
nobler; all the arts lose virtue 

Against the essential reality 


TPermission to quote by courtesy of Random 
House, Inc. 
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Of creatures going about their business 
Among the equally 
Earnest elements of nature. 
I 

Business among the earnest elements 
of nature. Think of the day’s work: 
people have to work in fog and rain, 
snow and frost, intense heat and 
scorching winds; they farm in Imper- 
ial Valley at 111° in the shade; busi- 
ness was carried on in New York in a 
humid 100° temperature. Sailors are 
at sea in all weathers. A young moth- 
er with four small children, the young- 
est four and a half weeks old, deserted, 
without warning, by her husband—bit- 
ter earnestness—how often we see it. 

For long there has been unrest in the 
world of business: strikes, and 
threats of strikes; a disturbing spirit 
pervading labor and industry. We are 
continually having that thrust upon 
our attention. But what of the large 
classes of non-striking persons, who 
go about their business, in the earnest 
elements of nature and of life; mothers 
constantly contriving to keep a family 
in well-being on a moderate budget; 
white-collar workers toiling in offices 
with no big increases in pay; teaching 
in schools and colleges; multitudes of 
people, quietly performing their duties 
on medium salaries—doing essential 
work for the nation, too busy and tired 
to think often of theories of govern- 
ment, or the Taft-Hartley law, or psy- 
chological formulas, or even of reli- 
gious creeds. Think of law-enforcing 
officers 1n cities, continually in danger 
of violent death; the hosts of young 
men in our armed services, many of 
them homesick, subjected to a strange 
and difficult environment; pilots who 
carry passengers through the air in 
bad weather; is there no earnest bit- 
terness there, making beauty? Is there 
no quest of essential reality? Is there 
no sense of God as a mainstay? 

There is unrest in international af- 
fairs. Of India, we dramatize the life 
of Nehru and his sister, but what of 
the millions of wretched villagers, in 
a hot climate, inheriting centuries of 
privation, low diet, poor crops. Look at 
China; let us forget for the moment, the 
headlines about the Nationalist govern- 
ment and the Communist government, 
neither of which is understood by 
masses of Chinese, and think of the 
hordes of peasants and small business 
men; the slaving farmers who have 
never known ease and comfort; the 
people of whom Pearl Buck wrote in 
The Good Earth. Could anyone read 
that book or see the picture of it, with- 
out being moved to tears by the poig- 
nant beauty which the author, who 
knew and loved the Chinese people, felt 
in her own bones. Do you think that 
the Christian workers in India could 
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have remained at their posts for a life- 
time unless they had seen there how 
bitter earnestness makes beauty in hu- 
man character? Able young people 
with the highest educational attain- 
ments are still volunteering for Chris- 
tian service in countries like India, 
Africa and Turkey. If only for the 
benefit of the children of those lands 
they believe their sacrifice of home 
and comfort is amply justified. 
II 

The adult mind. It grows so. Over- 
street has described it—the mature 
mind. Have you ever thought that the 
word “adult” comes from the same root 
as “adolescent”? Adolescence is from 
a word which means “to nourish.” 
Adolescence is the period in life when 
the whole nature should be at the 
peak of nourishment. Another phase 
of the meaning of adolescence is “to 
grow.” There can be no growth with- 
out proper nourishment. Adulthood 
marks the maturing of adolescence— 
the evidence that the nourishment for 
the whole self has been satisfactory. 
The mind knows, when it has grown 
adult; knows that bitter earnestness 
makes beauty; knows how to manipu- 
late the engines that make life gi, to 
maneuver one’s “boats in a fog”; to 
pick one’s way cautiously along a cliff 
veiled by the mist of the surf. A moth- 
er was looking at a new television set. 
By her side was her small child. The 
salesman recommended the set as fol- 
lows: “This one, madam, is proving 
very popular; it is so complicated that 
2: child can’t possibly operate it.” A 
relief, indeed; the child mind is in the 
ascendancy so much that we welcome 
something which is admittedly beyond 
his powers. An adult knows how to 
operate his boats in a fog. 

The other day, I was watching a 
gardener tear up alawn. He explained 
it as a check on Bermuda grass. Pick- 
ing up a sprig of the grass, he told me 
that the light brown color in it, at this 
season, is on a sheath which nature 
slips on the blades of the grass to pro- 


| tect them from the cold of winter; un- 


derneath this sheath is a living plant; 
short tips of green peep out to adorn 
the brownness, so vital, that if you 
mereiy place the sprig on the ground, 
it will send down new shoots to be- 
come roots in it. We could say that 
bitter earnestness may be like this 
brown sheath—in itself, not beautiful, 
and yet making for verdant beauty 
within it, and even protecting the 
beauty. 

The Christian faith does not actually 
glorify suffering or bitter earnestness; 
it accepts it as a common lot, and of- 
fers the grace of God to bear it. It 
recommends that we look at things 
not seen, which are eternal. Thereby, 


our spirits are nourished, and grow 
into Christian adulthood. The Bible 
‘bids us not to be children in the faith, 
who must be fed with the milk of the 
Word, but to be men who receive the 
strong meat of the world. 


III 


The Essential Reality. Flight of 
pelicans is lovely, but not lovelier than 
boats in a fog, cautiously wending 
their way between rocks, the men in 
them encountering rough and foggy 
seas, seeking essential reality as 
against the incidental. Pelicans sel- 
dom are lost on the shore; they are at 
home there. Boats have human freight. 
Paul was not deceived by the gentle 
breezes that for a while caressed the 
ship. He feared a storm would break. 

Last week-end three young men left 
Long Beach in a small motor boat to 
sail twenty-two miles to Catalina. They 
anticipated pleasure both on the trip 
and when they arrived on the island. 
They were not trained navigators; they 
proved not to be far-seeing. Halfway 
across, the motor died. For five hours 
they were out of sight of land. Two 
of them became seasick. Fortunately, 
a larger boat came alongside and 
towed them to Catalina. They had run 
out of gas; they had little knowledge 
of navigation, or weather, or the cross- 
currents in the channel; they really 
suffered from suspense and anxiety; 
they had no warm clothes with them, 
and little cash. On the island, only 
the unexpected kindness of a woman 
provided lodging and warmth, for they 
were chilled on arriving there. “Never 
again”! they said. They shad not 
grasped the essential reality of how 
to deal with the rugged elements of 
nature. They had given too much 
thought to the incidentals of the trip. 


We have to cross the channel of life 
between adolescence and age. What of 
the size and seaworthiness of our boat? 
What is the equipment on it? What are 
we learning about the navigation of 
it? Have we foreseen cross-currents 
and heavy seas? Do we know where 
to obtain enough supplies between 
points of landing? See Paul’s master- 
fulness on the ship in the storm, a mas- 
terfulness filtered out of bitter earnest- 
ness, gathered in the heights and 
depths of Christian experience, and a 
steadfast faith in God. 

The essential reality includes a per- 
ception that at the heart of all success 
there may be bitterness of earnestness; 
when we think we have attained a su- 
preme achievement, the poison of pride 
may spoil it, bitterness coming from 
earnestness. We look forward to a dis- 
tant landing-place; it draws us to it- 
self, instead of driving us; it looks 
substantial and sure enough for us to 
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be led on by it; and yet, there may be 
a cloud of uncertainty over it, which 
makes it both puzzling and dangerous; 
but nevertheless, it remains sv com- 
manding, so possessive, that we hear 
God speaking in it; it is the essential 
reality of life which we earnestly want. 
Then it is that we know the truth of 
the poem that “bitter earnestness 
makes beauty.” Then it is that we 
may hear the voice of God as St. Paul 
did in the storm at sea: “Do not be 
afraid, Paul.” And then Paul said with 
assurance: “So take heart, men, for I 
have faith in God that it will be exactly 
as I have been told.” 


They Say—What Say They? 
Let Them Say 


(From page 63) 

field in a way in which a church pub- 
lication has no right to invade it. For 
the preservation of a free church, a 
free democratic society and the com- 
plete separation of church and state in 
religious functions let the denomina- 
tions have their own pension and re- 
tirement plan which the American 
Baptist Convention and some other de- 
nominations are doing so admirably. 

Seide B. Janssen, 

Belleville, Illinois 


A LOT OF NONSENSE 


Editor, Church Management: 
. While I am writing, I want to say 
that I think your recent article on 
Spiritualism is a lot of nonsense. 
W. L. Reppenhagen, 
Decatur, Illinois 


SYNAGOGUE ARTICLE HELPFUL 


Editor, Church Management: 

Thanks for publishing the article, 
“What the Jew Owes to His Syna- 
gogue,” in the November issue of 
Church Management. It is one of the 
most helpful and challenging articles 
I have read in a long time. Your intro- 
duction was probably necessary to keep 
some readers from skipping over the 
article, but how regrettable it is that 
there exists a situation which seems to 
call for an apology. 

If I don’t fail down on the job the 
material is going to do a lot of good 
in our church. 

Thomas A. Fitzgerald, 
Columbia, South Carolina 


THE CHRISTIAN’S PRAYER 
WHEEL 
A most interesting and helpful leaf- 
let has been produced by the Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ohio. 
It is called the Christian’s Prayer Cir- 


cle and has the purpose of directing 
one’s devotional moments through the 
medium of color. Qn the front are 
seven concentric circles starting at the 
center yellow which stands for God. 
Then extending to the rim, in succes- 
sion are the blue circle which repre- 
sents the family, the red which sym- 
bolizes the church, the gold which rep- 
resents community with its seal of 
Jerusalem, the Golden; the fifth circle 
is for foreign countries, while the sev- 
enth, colored tan, represents the na- 
tions back of the Iron Curtain. 

The copy was written by Mrs. John 
Bruere, wife of the minister of Cal- 
vary Church. While intended for lo- 
cal distributions, copies will be made 
available to readers of this magazine 
who may desire them. Address Mrs. 
Bruere at Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
2020 East 79th Street, Cleveland 3, 
Ohio. Include five cents for each copy 
desired. 





“Every existing dictatorship, even 
that which holds the Russian people in 
chains, is defended on the ground that 
it is necessary to meet a state of emer- 
gency.”—New York Times. 

+ * * 

God gave man dominion over the 
created universe but this dominion is 
under God’s supervision. 
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@ PRONOUNS FOR PREACHERS— 
i: WORDS 


The first in a series of five articles on 
the pronouns which have the most sig- 
nificance for the preacher by David A. 
MacLennan. 

@ THE FINDING OF THE BOOK 
A sermon for Universal Bible Sunday 
by Millar Burrows. 

@ CHRISTMAS WITHOUT CHRIST 
A Christmas sermon by Ralph Theodore 


Haas. 
@ NEW YEAR'S EVE 

A complete worship service for Watch 
Night by W. A. Kuntzieman. 

- + « With other sermons, illustrations, 
outliner and feature articles of prac- 
tical usefulness. Subscriptions accepted 
pant ministers and seminary students: 


ONE YEAR, $4.00—THREE YEARS, $9.00 
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TRY THIS TECHNIQUE 





Direct Mail Evangelism 
by Wilheam M. ante 


EADERS of Church Management 
know by this time that I am an 
experimenter in direct mail 
methods. I have previously brought to 
your attention mechanical equipment 
and production ideas which should have 
proved helpful. In this article I want 
to give some personal experiences in a 
new parish. 

First of all I would like to recom- 
mend a book. It is A Technique for 
Producing Ideas by James Webb 
Young, available at $1.25 from Adver- 
tising Publications, Inc., 200 East Illi- 
nois Street, Chicago, Illinois. It has a 
brief, to-the-point foreword by Rein- 
hold Niebuhr. 

You and I have a job of producing 
and/or disseminating ideas. Just how 
do you do this? And how can you do 
it effectively? 

Jim Webb explains with disarming 
candor why he shares his highly prof- 
itable technique with his readers, 
saying: 

If you ask me why I am willing to 
give away the valuable formula of this 
discovery I will confide to you that ex- 
perience has taught me two things 
about it: 

First, the formula is so simple to 
state that few who hear it really be- 
lieve in it. 

Second, while simple to state, it ac- 
tually requires the hardest kind of in- 
tellectual work to follow, so that not 
all who accept it use it. 

Thus I broadcast this formula with 
no real fear of glutting the market in 
which I make my living. 

I won’t endeavor to review the book 
further. All I-can say is this: Take 
it or leave it; the book teems with 
practical, down-to-earth suggestions! 
If you aren’t willing to put out $1.25 
and less than an hour of reading time 
to expose yourself to the ideas in it— 
you won’t benefit from what I’d have to 
say about the book, either! 

D.M.E. Has Many Uses 

In February, 1953, Church Manage- 
ment, I had a lengthy “how-to-do-it”’ 
piece on Direct-Mail Evangelism, un- 
der the title, “Preacher—Sell Your 
Church!” Since then, I’ve come to a 
new church. One of the factors lead- 
ing to the call was the basic idea con- 
tained in that article, along with sev- 





*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Robinson, 
Tlinois. 


eral others I’ve had from time to time 
in this esteemed periodical. 

As I write this, I haven’t gotten in- 
to full swing with D.M.E., though we’re 
gearing our church right now for a 
full-scale offensive in the fall. But I 
have been trying out format and copy 
on the members, pre-testing the ideas, 
as it were. 

For instance, I’ve been disturbed, 
during my ministry, with the length of 
time it takes a pastor to “sell himself” 
to people so he can really knuckle down 
to the important job of pastoral coun- 
selling. 

I had found this true, too, back in 
New York, where I was the Protestant 
chaplain in a large cancer hospital. 
Often a patient would wait so long be- 
fore he’d really “talk to the chaplain”. 
that he’d either turn critical or go 
home with an arrested case before he 
would talk. I had reason to believe it 
wasn’t entirely my own ineptitude in 
the initial interviews, though I couldn’t 
entirely discount that, of course. 

So, after much prayer and thought 
(I discovered upon reading Webb’s 
book, reviewed above, I was really fol- 
lowing the steps he outlines for produc- 
ing really constructive ideas), I came 
up with a little leaflet, which the hos- 
pital gladly gave to each Protestant 
patient admitted, as they entered the 
hospital, which they could, if they 
wished, read before they ever saw me, 
in person. Here is a copy of that 
leaflet: 


The James Ewing Hospital 
Dear Protestant Patient: 

This will introduce me. I am one of 
your friends at this hospital. 

I am your Protestant Chaplain, the 
Rev. William M. Hunter. So you'll 
know me when I come to see you, here 
is my picture. 

Tuesdays through Fridays, 10 a.m. 
to noon, I’m usually in the hospital. 
Unless you are in a treatment room, 
in an operating room, or sleeping, 
you’re likely to see me twice a week. 
Also, I am on call any hour of the day 
or night to see patients who need me; 
who are on the critical list, who are 
about to have an operation, or who 
have things to talk over with me. If 
you wish, I’ll get in touch with your 
home-church pastor for you, so he can 
visit you. 

When I visit you, I stay but a few 
moments: I come in, see how you’re 
doing, ask God to bless you, and go on. 
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If you’re asleep, I don’t waken you: 
you may need that sleep. My visits are 
mainly brief because I have quite a few 
patients to see, because I don’t wish to 
tire you with much talking. 

But although I usually don’t stay 
long, I do want you to feel free to talk 
things over with me any time you 
wish! If it will help you to talk things 
over with someone, I want to give you 
just as much time and attention as you 
need. Even if I can’t advise you 
(which is sometimes true), it’s good 
often just to have someone you can 
talk with about that pressing problem. 
So, I’m never in too much of a hurry 
to stop, to talk with you, or to pray 
with you, whenever you want me to! 
If you miss me on my regular rounds, 
the nurse can call me. I’ll come as 
quickly as possible. 

Then too, if you wish Holy Commun- 
ion, ask me to bring it to you, whether 
or not I’m holding a regular Commun- 
ion Service. Sometimes it helps to have 
Communion before an operation. If you 
think it will, please ask me to bring it 
to you, regardless of your denomina- 
tion or church, 

Sundays we have church, at 1 p.m., 
in the Mezzanine Classroom. We guar- 
antee you’ll be back in your room be- 
fore visiting hours. Church begins well 
after lunch, lasts only half an hour. 
All patients who can be moved, whether 
by wheel chair, in bed, or by walking, 
are welcome. It is a short, but com- 
plete, Church Service of Worship to 
Almighty God. 

Patients claim this worship means 








much to them. They say it is good to 
leave the wards to worship God, to 
pray, to hear a sermon. Many remark 
they’ve received spiritual help which 
has pulled them through tough spots, 
helped them through deep waters, 
given them a sense of God’s nearness 
and love. Maybe YOU will find that 
church here will mean as much for you! 

I am one of your friends in the hos- 
pital. I want to help you, in Christ’s 
name, either to get well or to face the 
future with that peace of mind that 
comes from being at one with God the 
Father. If your experience is like that 
of many who come here, you may well 
discover for the first time in your life 
how much God really means to you, 
how much he loves and cares for you. 
I hope I may have the privilege of help- 
ing you find in him all that he desires 
to mean to you. 


anny 
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May God richly bless and keep you 


now and always. City. 


Address. 








Sincerely, in Jesus’ name, 





Wm. M. Hunter Age 
The result? 
Whereas I once required an average 
of six visits to have a patient feel 
enough at ease to want to talk freely, 


I now needed only an average of 1% 
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So, when I came to Robinson, I de- Dont 
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THOSE WHO DO? 
1. After I was notified of the vote 2506 Grand Ave. Des Moines 12, lowa 
of the call, I sent a mimeoed letter to | . America’s Only 7 Abst Aut FANE Phe. 

every member and prospect name in 
the church, thanking them for the call, 
and in general trying to “get acquaint- 
ed” by mail. Many took: this letter 


visits! Obviously, the idea had merit. # 
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personally enough to write letters of 
welcome ahead of our actual moving 
date. 

2. Upon arrival, I determined to use 


the weekly bulletins and a monthly 


newsletter to “plug” the idea we like 
Robinson (which we do) immensely, 
that we are here to do the Lord’s work 
(which we are) any time of the day or 
night. Though I’ve not established 


| specific “consultation hours” (I’m not 


sure I will; it helps to be flexible)— 
I’ve had more people seek conferences 
with me of a pastoral nature, the first 
month and a half, as this is written, 
than I’ve ever had approach me this 
way in a year and a half up to now. 

3. I’ve tried to personalize my visita- 
tion and publicity. For example, take 
the matter of “calling cards.” After 
all, we like to.leave something to show 
we’ve called when no one is at home. 
Well, a local printer had given me a 
little pad to use at the ’phone for tak- 
ing messages. I applied (without re- 
alizing it at the time) some of Jim 
Webb’s techniques and —zing! — up 
came an idea which has won much fa- 
vorable comment from the parishioners. 
Instead of a printed card, I leave 
a Stenafax- Stencil duplication of a 
page from the above-mentioned memo 
pad, with space for a personalized mes- 
sage. Here is a sample of this “per- 


sonalized” calling card: 
4 





First Presbyterian Church 
Robinson, Illinois 


a.m. 
19__. Time___ p.m. 


WHILE YOU WERE OUT 


Rev. William M. Hunter 
303 S. King Street 
Phone No. 445 





_ Called to See You oe 





Telephoned 





_Will Call Again 


Please Call Him 





Mensewe 2 soe ere eee es 











These were pasted up, four to an 
81%x11 sheet of paper, made into an 
electronic Stenafax Stencil, run off on 
my Gestetner Duplicator on a nice 
grade mimeo paper. The local printer 
cut them for us and “blocked” them 
into convenient pocket-size booklets for 
ready use. I always have a supply 
with me or in my car. 





It shall come to pass, saith the 
Lord, that I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh. 

Jesus saith to His disciples, I 
will pray the Father, and He 
shall give you another Comforter, 
that He may abide with you for 
ever: even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive 
because it seeth Him not, neither 
knoweth Him; but ye know Him, 
for He dwelleth with you and 
shall be in you. 

Send, we beseech Thee, Al- 
mighty God, Thy Holy Spirit into 
our hearts, that He may rule 
and direct us according to Thy 
will, comfort us in all our temp- 
tations and afflictions, defend us 
from all error, and lead us into 
all truth; that we, being stead- 
fast in the faith, may increase 
in love and in all good works, and 
in the end obtain everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ Thy 
Son our Lord. Amen. 

O God, who dost sanctify Thy 
universal church in every race 
and nation: Shed abroad through- 
out the whole world the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, that the work 
wrought by His power at the 
first preaching of the Gospel may 
now be shed abroad among all 
believing hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 











This is the reverse of the hospttal 
leaflet described by Mr. Hunter. 


4. I’ve sought and received ideas 
from my church officers. We’ve some 
pretty successful businessmen in our 
church. Their ideas are usually sound; 
they love it when a constructive idea 
“takes fire,” either “as is” or suitably 
modified. 

For instance, I raised the question 
of permit mailing versus first-class 
mailing for our forthcoming Direct 
Mail Evangelism campaign. One of 
my elders said, “Who ever reads per- 
mit mail, anyway? I’m for first class 
mail, even if it does cost us more.” 
But another chimed in: “Well, the 
preacher does have a point in his de- 
sire to economize. Why can’t we get 
out a nice envelope, complying with 
postal regulations, but with a really 
attractive return-address, so folks’I? 
know who is sending them the mail?” 

The result? I talked over this idea 
with our local printer, who liked the 
idea fine, and came up with a “nifty” 
envelope which has several advantages: 
1. It is plainly marked. 2. It is easily 
stuffed with a minimum of folding. 
3. It combines a “sales” message with 
a dignified appearance. 

The beautiful 6x9 envelope cost us, 
printed and delivered, less than we ex- 
pected, less than $39.00 for 3000 high- 
quality-stock envelopes. Thus, by using 

(Turn to page 90) 
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Experiences in Church Counseling 
by Wiliam HA, aleach 


HURCH counseling is not a new 
profession. It has been practiced 
for years. Mostly the counselors 

have been denominational representa- 
tives. They have been placed in an 
official position from which they can 
interpret the policy of the denomina- 
tion. They have advised local churches 
on their internal organizations, plans 
for promotion, selection of church 
building sites and: building programs. 

In the past, however, there have 
been very few independent counselors 
who have offered their services to the 
churches. At one time we had on the 
staff of Church Management, Dr. Henry 
Edward Tralle who, I think, may have 
been the first entirely detached counse- 
lor on church building, to offer his serv- 
ices to the churches. 

When Dr. Elbert M. Conover moved 
from the Methodist Board of Home 
Missions to the Bureau of Church Build- 
ing and Architecture of the Federal 
Council of Churches, he offered his 
services as counselor under the spon- 
sorship of that body. It was an inter- 
denominational service which proved 
very valuable but became very inade- 
quate as the church building program 
actually got under way. The Board of 
the Bureau of Church Building appre- 
ciated the limitations of its one-man 
staff and late in Dr. Conover’s life 
sought to limit the work of this bureau 
to an educational program. This, I 
think, is the policy which is being con- 
tinued under the leadership of Harry 
A. Atkinson. 

The tremendous growth of the 
churches, combined with an unparalled 
amount of church building has created 
the necessity for more counselors who 
can help churches and ministers faced 
with the opportunities of the present 
time. 

My own efforts in this field started 
through no conscious effort of my own. 
An invitation would come to visit a 
church to look over its plans or to dis- 
cuss a new building. Then there would 
come another, then another, until it 
placed a burden on my time which was 
already crowded with publishing de- 
tails. The first visits were made at no 
cost to the client or for simply an ex- 
pense charge. But as the calls in- 
creased I found that a more serious 
study than was possible in a two-hour 
visit could be helpful and I also found 
that the churches were willing to pay 
for this type of service. 








WILLIAM H. LEACH 








To this day I do not know what other 
counselors charge for their services. 
I soon found that any charge which I 
make must be standardized. So it is 
now set up on the basis of per diem 
charge, plus ‘ravel (usually airplane), 
plus local hotel tills. This plan seems 
to wérk out very well. 


Kinds of Help Wanted 


No two churches have the same prob- 
lems but there are certain patterns into 
which churches fit. My calls have been 
mostly in connection with new building 
programs. Occasionally a church needs 
help on shaping its program of activi- 
ties. But the ratio between the church 
building counseling and program build- 
ing has been about nine to one. 

I had expected there would be calls 
to help churches set up adequate offices 
with membership and financial sys- 
tems. But to date I have not had a 
single call for this. I suspect that 
from a point of view of proper office 
procedure this might come into the 
picture in the future. Today, even 
among churches which are erecting 
large buildings there is little recogni- 
tion of the need of conveniently ar- 
ranged offices, with intercommunication 
systems for the various staff members. 

In a majority of the cases, in my ex- 
perience, the counselor has been called 
in because of an impasse reached by 
leaders in the local church. They are 
conscious that additional building space 
is required but they do not know how 
to proceed with it nor do they have 
much of an idea of what kind of a 
church building they need. 


(Turn to page 83) 
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Verdin Electric Ringers ring 
bells by merely pushing a but- 
ton. Bring out rich tones of 
cast bells. Saves time and 
labor. 1800 churches use them. 
Use present bells. Free catalog. 


THE |. T. VERDIN COMPANY 
553 Dandridge S?., Cincinnati 10, Ohie 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


For Pastor's Use 


New cards, folders, calendars, letter- 
heads. Attractive, religious in text, 
reasonably priced. 

INDIVIDUALIZED GREETINGS 
May use your own message. Will print ple- 


ture of yourself, family, parsonage, or church 
on our '54 calendars. 


None better—“Priced for the pastor” 
Write today for sampies 
Printed supplies for the pastor 
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Hand tailored for long 
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Let us send you mate- 
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Living Today 

Mandate to Humanity by Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat. Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press. 238 pages. $3.75. 

In this volume the Ten Command- 
ments come to life. What, after all, 
gives the right to command? After an- 
swering this question, Dr. Poteat goes 
on to discuss the various mandates 
within these Commandments. Though 
these were first worked out in sermons 
in his church in Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina, they have been expanded to be one 
of the most complete studies into the 
backgrounds and interpretations of 
the Ten Commandments, as well as a 
presentation of their relation to mod- 
ern living. Scholarly and yet most 
readable, penetrating and vivid, these 
chapters make an excellent book for 
ministers and lay persons. 

H. W. F. 


The Church and Social Responsibility, 
edited by J. Richard Spann. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 272 pages. $2.75. 

This is a difficult book to review. The 
editor states his main purpose in his 
preface as follows: “The thesis of this 
book is that Christian salvation also 
includes the social order; that the 
Christian church is responsible for the 
social conditions and must provide re- 
demptive measures for society.” In 
support of that thesis fifteen men, all 
of them specialists in their fields of 
learning, twelve of them attached to 
theological seminary or university fac- 
ulties, one of them retired from such a 
post and the remaining two executives 
in the National Council of Churches 
contribute essays under these four 
groupings: “The Social Ministry of the 
Church,” “Basic Human Rights and 
the Community,” “The Church and the 
Economic Order” and “The Church and 
the Political Order.” 

The main fault of the book is that it 
attempts to import too much in too few 
pages, that it lacks the unity and co- 
herence which a single authorship can 
provide and that too many of the au- 
thors use too much technical terminol- 
ogy. Necessarily the essays vary in 
their appeal. The reviewer found most 
profitable “Race Relations and Civil 
Rights” by Professor Walter W. Sikes 
of Butler University School of Reli- 
gion and “War and the Christian Et- 
hic” by Professor Roland H. Bainton 
of the Yale University Divinity School. 

Biographical notes on the authors 
and an index are attached. 

F. F. 


The Game of Living by Floyd Van 
Kuren. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 148 
pages. $2.50. 

This is another book of the “how to 


meet life” type and it is given unique- 
ness in the author’s proposal that life 
should be regarded as a “Game of Liv- 
ing.” The implications are that in any 
game there are players, in life the play- 
ers are individual people. He says, 
“you are the chief player in your Game 
of Living and you have what it takes 
to win the game.” But he would have 
the individual remember that there are 
the other people who “are essential to 
your Game of Living! And they need 
you, too, just as much.” 

Then there are the rules which serve 
to give direction to the game and also 
to keep alive the spirit of play. In the 
evolution of human personality a fac- 
tor has emerged which we call “con- 
science” and this has the function of 
helping the players to play the game 
according to certain rules “including 
the rules of spiritual evolution.” He 
proposes a “realistic and reasonable 
religion” in terms of personal compan- 
ionship with God who is ‘understanding. 
We are to “confer with him, use him, 
and help him” thus making such a reli- 
gion very personal.. “You are his part- 
ner in a larger game than your own, 
and he is counting on you.” 

S. L. 


The Bible and Our Common Life by 
Huber F. Klemme. The Christian Edu- 
cation Press. 123 pages. $1.75. 

The author’s deep interest in Chris- 
tian Social Action has moved him to 
write this book. In it he has under- 
taken to show something of the “inevi- 
table connection between the sacred 
record and the imperatives of Christian 
social action.” He shows the bearing 
of Biblical teaching on such problems 
as the family, property, justice, politics, 
racial reform, the world community, 
and the function of the church in and 
through it all. 

From beginning to end the reader 
will be impressed with the competent 
thoroughness the author has brought 
to his task. Each chapter is carefully 
written and after reading it one is left 
with a feeling that the treatment of 
that theme is complete. With an eye 
to the use of the book by study groups, 
a series of suggestions for “Discussion 
and Action” are given at the end of 
each chapter. Both author and pub- 
lisher are to be commended for its 
publication. Doubtless a good many 
Adult classes will find this book a 
splendid source book for a _ year’s 
course. 

S. L. 


Making Men Whole by J. B. Phillips. 
The Macmillan Company. 73 pages. 
$1.50. 

In recent months Dr. Phillips has had 
published another small volume much 


like this, Your God Is Too Smail. Both 
are the results of talks to various 
groups in England, who have sought 
him because of his wide fame as au- 
thor of Letters to Young Churches and 
The Gospels, two remarkably fine 
translations of most of the New Testa- 
ment in striking phrase. 

Unfortunately, this little book, point- 
ed though it is in its presentation of 
how Christianity, and Christianity 
alone, can make men whole, does not 
have the drama and fire of the trans- 
lations. Yet Dr. Phillips has a keen 
mind, and his five brief chapters say 
in small compass all that really is 
needed to be said about the wholeness 
that Christ brings to man. He tries 
every way possible to avoid trite 
phrase, and hence, does have vitality 
of phrase as well as of idea. 


H.W. F: 


Theology 

The Optional God by Stephen F. 
Bayne, Jr. Oxford University Press. 
145 pages. $2.45. ‘ 

The author was born in 1908, entered 
the ministry of the Episcopal Church 
in 1933 and became the head of the dio- 
cese of Olympia, Washington, in 1947. 
He resides in Seattle. Recently Time 
described Bishop Bayne as one who 
“has made theology almost as warm 
and immediate as politics and base- 
ball.” 

This special gift is well brought out 
in the six chapters of this volume which 
are based on the Paddock Lectures 
given by the author at the General 
Theological Seminary in New York 
City in February, 1952. The general 
thesis is that while Western man does 
not readily deny the existence of God 
he looks at the possibility of God as at 
best a helpful supplement to the real 
dynamics of life. In other words, as 
the title implies, God is optional. 

This thesis is expounded in the first 
chapter and, in the next four, its im- 
plications are examined in some of the 
main areas of our civilization. In the 
final chapter the author provides what 
he conceives to be a coherent, Chris- 
tian view of the universe. 

This is a brilliant, scintillating, 
somewhat startling book. It is written 
to and for Episcopalians particularly, 
but its basic message is for Christians 
everywhere. -y 


Puritan Sage: Collected Writings of 
Jonathan Edwards edited by Vergilius 
Ferm. Philosophical Library, Inc. 640 
pages. $7.50. 

The editor of this volume, who is 
Compton Professor of Philosophy at 
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For YEAR ROUN D Reference and Use 


How to Increase Church Membership 


and Attendance 


WeELpON CROSSLAND 


By following the suggestions and procedures in this intensely practical book, every 
pastor can build up the membership and attendance of his chur¢h. 

The plans and methods described here have proved their effectiveness—in both 
large and small churches and in many denominations. They outline a program of 
evangelism that is known to achieve results—a program that can be adapted to the 


needs of any church. 


How to Build Up Your Church School 


WELDON CrRossLAND. Proved methods for strengthening 
the program of Christian education in any church. 
“Pastors, superintendents of Sunday church schools, and 
church school workers in general will find this a very 
stimulating book. They will find it practically helpful as 
they face detailed problems in the teaching work of the 
church.”—International Journal of Religious Educa- 
tion $1.75 


The Pastor’s Legal Advisor 
Norton F. Branp and Verner M. INGRAM. This book is 
just what it purports to be: a simple, authoritative manual 
of law for the busy minister, and for the layman who is 


concerned with church problems and properties. The two 


authors are exceptionally well qualified for the exacting 
task to'which they have set themselves. In the prepara- 
tion and correction of the manuscript, they have had com- 
petent ministerial and legal counsel. $2 


Building Church Membership 
Through Evangelism 


Dawson C. Bryan. “Out of a rich experience in evan- 
gelism, Dawson C. Bryan writes in this book a very 
challenging and practical approach to the winning of 
people to Christ. Its contribution lies in its specific and 
practical restatement of tried and proven principles of 
visitation evangelism. Especially valuable are his lec- 
tures for training people to visit and win others to 
Christ."—Review and Expositor $2 


Ministerial Ethics and Etiquette 
Revised and Enlarged Edition 


NoLaN B. Harmon. “An extraordinarily interesting and 
instructive practical treatise. Here are brought to our 
attention all the items which it is fatally easy to omit 
from our consideration, as to how a minister should dress, 
how he should conduct worship, what part he should take 
in community affairs, how he should deal with other min- 
isters, and the like.”"—-RUSSELL HENRY STAFFORD in 
Journal of Religious Thought $2.50 


A Planned Program for the Church Year 


WELDON CROSSLAND 


“Not only presents invaluable plans but tells how to employ them in preaching, 
worship, evangelism, Christian education, youth and lay work, stewardship, missions, 
and in other administrative and pastoral functions.”—Missions 

“The book is really an adventure into the new year with good maps, sign posts, 
road markers, compass, and a lot of other helpful guides that every pilgrim along 


church trails will need.’—The Pastor 


$2 
How to Increase Church Income 


WELDON CROSSLAND. You can “step up” your church’s in- 
come by following the intelligent planning and successful 
methods outlined in this practical handbook. 

The best techniques from hundreds of enterprising 
churches in most communions of America are combined to 
give a simple, tested program—a program you can set in 
motion at once in your own church. It is based on the en- 
rollment of each individual, however small his payment, as 
a regular contributing partner in the enriching work of 
Christ. $1.75 


The Pastor’s Ideal Funeral Manual 


NoLaNn B. HARMON. The purpose of this volume is to assist 
the minister in his most trying task. The character of this 
book, the completeness and quality of its content, and the 
excellence of its typography and binding make it invaluable 
to the minister. Included are the historic liturgies, hymns, 
poetry, prose, prayers, texts, and an excellent group of fu- 
neral sermon outlines. Each age group, from infancy 
through the sunset years, has its appropriate material, 
arranged for ready reference. $1.75 


The Cokesbury Marriage Manual 
Revised Edition 

WiiiaM H. Leacu, Editor. “Distinctly useful .. . a collec- 
tion of widely differing liturgies for marriage . . . brief 
treatment of the minister in reference to marriage . .. pro- 
nouncements of the church on marriage . . . and state laws 
on marriage.”—Christian Observer 

“Every progressive minister who loves variety and yet 
wants to maintain a high spiritual dignity in a marriage 
ceremony will tind what he wants in this handy, pocket-size, 
well-arranged manual.”—Christian-Evangelist $1.75 


The Pastor’s Pocket Manual 
for Hospital and Sickroom 


Epmonp H. Bassitr. Here is an indispensable aid in an 
essential and exacting part of the pastoral ministry—a 
pocket-sized manual for use at the bedside of the sick. The 
book contains suggestions for the minister, selected scripture 
readings, prayers, poems, brief quotations to comfort and 
cheer the patient, and several orders for administration of 
the Lord’s Supper. $1.75 


‘A Planned 
| Program 
for the 


‘Church 


Year 


“Crammed with helpful plans, programs, suggestions, and materials.”—The 


Expositor 


“Helpful to leaders in small churches as well as those in large ones.”—Church 


Management 


At All Bookstores 


$2 
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“An extraordinary book .. . it is 
going to have a profound impact on 
the thinking of Protestants all over 
the country.” 


Christian 
Worship 


by 
George Hedley 


—Chad Walsh 






This comprehensive survey of the history, 
philosophy and practice of Christian wor- 
ship, by the well-known author of The Su- 
perstitions of the Irreligious, will prove a 
fascinating reading experience and an es- 
sential handbook for every minister. With 
the movement toward liturgical reform 
now evident in almost every denomination, 
Mr. Hedley’s book renders a great service 
in explaining the place of worship in Prot- 
estant religions and in giving many prac- 
tical suggestions for making such worship 
more effective. Here is a book not only 
valuable, but entertaining as well, a book 
which members of your congregation will 
also want to read for a fuller understand- 
ing and appreciation of the worship serv- 
ices. $4.50 


The best commentary for YOUR 
Sunday School classes 


Earl L. Douglass 


Make your Sunday School classes more 
valuable, livelier, more inspired—with this 
famous commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons. Bible-centered, 
The Douglass Lessons, 1954 offers an abun- 
dance of concrete, useful ideas, including 
the famous Hints to Teachers, striking il- 
lustrations, practical applications and—new 
this year—audio-visual aid suggestions. 
$2.95 


at your bookstore or write 


The Macmillan Company 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 











| by William M. Horn. 
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Wooster College, has now contributed 
his twelfth book. This publication is 
offered as a commemorative tribute in 
memory of Jonathan Edwards. October 
5, 1953, marked the 250th anniversary 
of his birth. The reviewer is very 
happy to see the appearance of this 
work for he has felt that our churches 
failed to make proper use of the occa- 


| sion when a fresh appraisal could be 


given of such a Christian leader as 
Edwards. 

The editor’s introduction is a most 
helpful and stimulating analysis of the 
chief products of Edwards’ pen. He 
discusses only those items from his 
biegraphy which illumine the written 
expressions of his mind. He shows how 
many of the theological ideas of Ed- 
wards were formulated as a small boy. 
The home atmosphere also confirmed 
many of his beliefs. Lockean philo- 
sophy of experience was the base of 
operations for his mind while New- 
tonian physics was the norm for his 
scientific .philosophy. The editor em- 
ploys a useful device for noting which 
writings of Edwards are included in 
the volume. An asterisk is used to in- 
dicate whether the essay or work men- 
tioned in the introduction is included 
in whole or in part in the book. 

The editor has added some very in- 
teresting unpublished material. One 
piece, for example, is a letter written 
by Jonathan Edwards to Mrs. Esther 
Burr of Princeton, New Jersey. It tells 
her of the forthcoming meeting of the 
council which is to decide whether he 
is to leave Stockbridge for Princeton, 
New Jersey, where he was called by 
the college trustees in 1757. 

The publishers are to be congratu- 
lated upon their selection of the editor 
for this fine collection of writings. It 
will be an important and convenient 
source for the study of one of our 
greatest theologians. 

W.L. L. 


Church School 


Uniform Lesson Commentary edited 
Muhlenberg 
320 pages. $2.75. 

This commentary, edited by Dr. 
Horn, is written by four very capable 
men. Albert H. Keck Jr. covers the 
sixteen lessons on the Gospel of John. 
Charles H. Cooper, Ph.D., develops 
the lessons on “The Northern Kingdom 
and Its Pronhets.” Theodore L. Fisher 
has given the lessons on “Growth in 
Christian Living.” Robert W. Stacker 


| offers ‘the expositions on “Wisdom and 
| Worship in Old Testament History.” 





In this commentary the lessons are 
well developed. The comments and 
expositions are brief but to the point. 
Each lesson is presented under the 
following heads, “The Background,” 
“Comments on the Text,” “The Gist of 
the Passage,” “Lesson Sidelights,” 
“Digging Deeper” and “Something to 
Think About.” The book is for both 
teachers and students and will be of 
great help to all. 

A. H. J. 


Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mentary. R. D. Higley, managing edi- 
tor. Higley Press. 320 pages. $2.75. 


This is a well-known commentary on 
the Sunday School Lessons, having 


been issued for several years. The ex- 
positions are given by Loyal R. Rin- 
genburg, M.A., Th. M., and the Homi- 
letics and Topical discussions by John 
Paul, D.D. Jasper A. Huffman is the 
critical editor. 

The lessons are developed in a very 
understandable way under the heads 
“Introduction,” “Exposition,” and “Ex- 
planation of the Text.” At the close of 
each lesson there is a section called 
“Suggestions for the Teacher.” These 
are very valuable helps for one in- 
structing a class. One special feature 
of this commentary is the “Keyed Re- 
view Questions.” Before each question 
is a letter of the alphabet referring 
to the corresponding letter in the “Ex- 
position.” On the whole, this is a very 
valuable commentary for the lessons 
for 1954. 

A. H. J. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide edited by 
Frank S. Mead. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 416 pages. $2.50. 

The Douglass Sunday School Lessons 
by Earl L. Douglass. Macmillan Com- 
pany. 473 pages. $2.95. 

Arnold’s Commentary by B. L. Olm- 
stead. Light and Life Press. 285 
pages. $2.00. 

The Gist of the Lesson 1954 by R. A. 
Torrey. Edited by Ralph G. Turnbull. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 160 
pages. 

These commentaries on the 1954 In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons are 
listed in the order in which the re- 
viewer happened to pick them up. In 
his opinion all are equally valuable. 
Each one offers something different in 
presentation and approach. It is up 
to the teacher to decide which best fits 
into his plans. 

Tarbell’s Guide in its forty-ninth 
edition offers background scripture and 
devotional readings on the subject mat- 
ter of each lesson. A memory selection, 
home daily Bible readings are followed 
by notes on the printed text which ex- 
plain difficult passages. To help the 
teacher, a set of stimulating questions 
is offered. Topics for discussion are 
listed and expounded on the young peo- 
ple and adult level as well as the in- 
termediate and senior. 

The Douglas Lessons in their thirty- 
third volume, offer the usual back- 
ground and devotional readings as well 
as the dual age group topics. These are 
followed by a comprehensive lesson 
plan, questions to arouse discussion, 
and a section of hints for teachers for 
each lesson. A unique service included 
this year is a calendar schedule listing 
audio-visual aids which may be used 
to illustrate each Sunday’s lesson. 
These consist of slides or films. The 
schedule gives the time required 
to run the films, where they may be 
rented, the cost and a brief summary 
of the subject matter. Another help 
is the listing of good reference books to 
help teacher and students. 

Arnold’s 1954 Commentary is the six- 
tieth annual edition. This book offers a 
section of editorials in the front which 
are most interesting. The lessons are 
divided as follows: Readings, The 
Text Explained, Lesson Discussion, 
Questions on the Lesson, Illustrations 
and Sidelights, Departmental Divisions 
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CYvung’Prople and Adults, Intermedi- 
ates and Senior, Juniors, and Primary). 
The lesson has as a concluding section 
two commentaries representing the 
point of view of two outstanding men 
on the lesson text and its application. 
A brief Bible Dictionary in the back is 
helpful. 

Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson appears 
this year enlarged from vest pocket to 
pocket size edition. It is the fifty-fifth 
issue. Designed to be slipped into the 
pocket and yet to give the reader the 
meat of the lessons, comments are nec- 
essarily brief and for the most part 
in broad outline form. The usual texts 
are presented followed by an excellent 
exposition on the points raised in the 


scripture. 
N. L. H. 


Junior Story Talks by Marion G. 
Gosselink. W. A. Wilde Company. 128 
pages. $2.00. 

Here is a handy tool for teachers in 
our church schools, as well as our min- 
isters who are constantly seeking to 
replenish their rapidly depleting sup- 
ply of children’s talks. Dr. Gosselink, 
who is an ordained minister of the Re- 
formed Church in America, writes in 
a simple, easy and gracious style, and 
clearly proves that he is very adept in 
holding the wanning attention of little 
ones. 

The book is composed of forty stories, 
which run the gamut of all the impor- 
tant events of the church school year 
from Rally Day in the fall to the 
closing session in June. Each story 
has its appropriate Bible verse and is 
based on some Biblical incident. The 
author also has the happy faculty of 
weaving the sacred and the secular in 
a most impressive and convincing man- 
ner. The illustrative material is, of 
course, very timely, and lends itself 
readily to helpful moral and spiritual 
guidance. 

J.S. 


Sermonology 

Living in Four Dimensions by Gaston 
Foote. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
160 pages. $2.00. 

We have here fifteen sermons by the 
pastor of First Methodist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas. There is no better way 
to give a possible reader of this book 
a general idea of Dr. Foote’s type of 
preaching than by quoting a few of his 
titles. Here are five of them: “It’s 
Your Move,” “Who’s Afraid of What?” 
“Crucified by Peccadillos,” “It’s No 
Use to Alibi,” and “The Last Sprint.” 

These sermons deal with tremendous- 
ly vital and fundamental problems of 
life. They have to do with some of 
the basic questions with which people 
are called to grapple, but they are en- 
tirely free from that learned strut 
which is so often affected by the person 
who calls himself a psychiatrist with- 
out knowing much about the subject. 
These sermons are by no means devoid 
of theology but they are written in the 
language of the people. We are told 
that Dr. Foote preaches each Sunday 
to a congregation of 1600. This does 
not surprise us in the least. He is a 
“popular” preacher in the best sense 
of the term. 

Dr. Foote’s homiletic approach would 





Messages to Parents 
of Children Under Two 





Religious guidance for the church to give parents 


With this two-year supply of materials your church can help a baby’s 
parents recognize spiritual implications of everyday experiences and 
guide them in nurturing the religious growth of their child. Included 
in each packet are 10 two-color, four-page messages to give parents 
periodically from the birth of the child until his second birthday. 


These leaflets explain how parents can lay a foundation for religious 
growth in the home, the difference between wise love and overpro- 
tective love, how to establish habits of prayer and personal worship 
in the home, how parents and the child must learn self-control, how to 
teach the child self-respect and respect for others, how children catch 
the attitudes of their parents, etc. The packet also contains colorful 
birthday cards for the church to send the child on his first and second 
birthdays, a guidance leaflet for the minister or church home visitor, 
and a mailing envelope for each parents’ leaflet. Complete material 
for one child’s parents for two years, $1.50 per packet. 
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NEW DEVOTIONAL Al|| 
BOOK BY — at) as 


E. STANLEY JONES 
Companion Volume to ABUNDANT ‘LIVING 


“If you are not a creative and growing person, 
you are an unhappy person,” says E. Staniey 


In this stimulating book of 365 daily devotional readings, Dr. Jones tells 
how, with God’s help, you can be that “creative and growing person”—how you 
can become spiritually mature. : : 

Step by step he shows how to cast aside anxiety, fear, worry, resentment, 
jealousy, egocentricity, and bondage to “the herd“—and how to fill your life 
with love, peace, joy, good temper, kindliness, fidelity, generosity, adaptability, 
self-control, and fellowship, With keen insight into the relationship of our 
spiritual, physical, and mental natures, he shows how increasing spiritual ma- 
turity can bring about better bodily health, greater poise and peace ot mind, 
and happier day-by-day relations with our fellow men. : 

GROWING SPIRITUALLY is personal and direct. As you read it, you 
will feel that E. Stanley Jones understands your problems—that he is speaking 
to you—that he is your friend. = = = 8 8 —s_. ae swat ie 
384 PAGES. POCKET SIZE 


at all bookstores 
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An anthology of 
illustrations for preachers and 
other public speakers, drawn 
from a wide variety of sources, 
both classic and contemporary. 


A Reader’s 
Notebook 


By GERALD KENNEDY 


ROM his own notebook 

and bulgirig files, Gerald 

Kennedy shares the gar- 
nered fruit of his wide and 
thoughtful reading with his 
fellow ministers and other 
public speakers as an aid to 
their speaking, their think- 
ing, and their writing. 


Under 302 headings are 
over 1,225 entries from 491 
sources — pithy statements, 
remarkable remarks and no- 
table utterances from prom- 
inent persons, little stor- 
ies and episodes from the 
magazines, and illuminating 
excerpts from modern fic- 
tion. In contrast to other 
collections, this book is out- 
standing for the new, fresh 
and unhackneyed material it 
contains. 


Conveniently arranged al- 
phabetically by topic, the 
material in this book will be 
turned to with relief and 
joy in the speaker’s peren- 
nial search for the right il- 
lustration, the right story. 
It contains subject and 
author indexes. 


Some of the 302 topics: 
Adolescence, Anger, The 
Atom, Christian Living, 
Compromise, Curiosity, 
Faith, Freedom of Speech, 
Fun, Missionaries, Mother- 
hood, Music. $3.95 


at your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS, new York 16 
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furnish an interesting and profitable 
study. His well-turned titles are in 
themselves worthy of attention. An- 
other characteristic which stands out 
in these sermons is their beginnings. 
The opening sentences undoubtedly 
make his hearers sit up and take notice. 
Sometimes they are apt illustrations. 
In other cases they are attention-com- 
pelling epigrams. For example, the 
first sermon in the book, “Take a Long 
Look at Yourself,” begins as follows: 
“The politician is not the only person 
who has his ear to the ground listen- 
ing for the rumblings of popular ap- 
proval or disapproval. All of us are 
more or less concerned about what oth- 
er people think of us.” The sermon 


| on “Everybody’s Talking About Secur- 


ity” begins with these sentences: “‘Mod- 
ern man is possessed of certain funda- 
mental desires. Sigmund Freud would 
say that man’s primary desire is to be 
loved: Alfred Adler would say he 
chiefly desires to be appreciated. C. C. 
Jung says man’s primary urge is to 
feel significant. It would seem that 
twentieth century man’s fundamental 
urge is that of security.” 
i TZ. 


The Story of Jesus by Theodore Par- 
ker Ferris. Oxford University Press. 
123 pages. $2.30. 

Two things are remarkable about 
this book. One, its price, $2.30, not 
the usual $2.25 or $2.50! The other is 
the amazingly clear and readable story 
of Jesus as preached by Dr. Ferris in 
fifteen sermons during Lent to his his- 
toric congregation, Trinity Church, 
Boston. i 

Adults just do not know the story 
of Jesus. Bits of it, yes; but not in any 
connected fashion. More, they do not 
know the full backgrounds and signi- 
ficance of that sort as related to today’s 
living. But his congregation now does, 
after hearing these unusual sermons. 

Beginning with the birth and end- 
ing with the church after the resur- 
rection, these sermons tell the known 
story of Jesus from the point of view 
of the finest literary and Biblical re- 
search. Dr. Ferris continually declares 
his own belief concerning controversial 
matters. But he is fair to point out 
the various ideas, and to show why he 
chooses the one he finally does. 

Already Dr. Ferris in This Is the 
Day and other volumes has revealed 
the simplicity of his preaching and its 
depths. Here again he continues this 
same good in his story of Jesus. 

H. W. F. 


Sermons I Love to Preach by Edgar 
DeWitt Jones. Harper & Brothers. 
191 pages. $2.50. 

This is a delightful book from begin- 
ning to-end. It is, though, more than 
this. It is informing, stimulating, and 
spiritually constructive. Some prefaces 
are so much padding, but Dr. Jones’ 
“By Way of Preface” is a homiletical 
essay which should be expanded into a 
book. 

He tells us that of the fifteen ser- 
mons in the book ten are the products 
of his emeritus years. He informs us 
further that he has preached “A Mag- 
nificent Obsession” at least a hundred 
times, and states that if he were awak- 
ened at midnight and asked to preach 


this sermon, he could comply with the 
request. “Jewels from King Solomon’s 
Mines” he characterizes as a “hardy 
perennial” and estimates that he has 
given it over three hundred times as 
sermon lecture, commencement or bac- 
calaureate theme. He further says, “It 
is one of those popular addresses which 
grow with the years and yet retain a 
modicum of freshness. It is like a 
train of freight cars of varying length 
with the caboose ready to be attached 
whenever needed. 

As those know who are acquainted 
with the distinguished career of Dr. 
Jones, he has long been an admirer of 
and an authority on Abraham Lincoln. 
Two of the sermons deal with the life 
and character of this great American. 
Which is the best sermon in this book? 
I am tempted to express an opinion. But 
there are several about which I am so 
enthusiastic that I find it hard to give 
the blue ribbon to any one of them. 
This is a decision that the reader wiil 
enjoy making for himself. 

L. H. C. 


Music 

Electronic Organs by Robert L. Eby. 
Van Kampen Press. 213 pages. $5.00. 

Here is a complete catalogue of the 
leading electronic organs of the coun- 
try. Each organ manufacturer has his 
instruments presented in their various 
models. Technical advantages are dis- 
cussed. Working principles are explain- 
ed and complete registrations of the 
models are shown. Organs listed and 
discussed at length include Allen, Bald- 
win, Connsonata, Hammond, Minshall, 
Wurlitzer, Lowery Organo, Pedal-Vox, 
Solovox, Haygren Electronic Harp, 
Glenntone Speaker, Orgatron, Nova- 
chord, Mastersonic, Vega-Vox, Min- 
shall-Estey, Thomas, Compton Elec- 
trone, Weltec Phototone, Constant Mar- 
tin and Coupleux and Givelet. Most all 
are illustrated. 

A fine chapter is included on select- 
ing an electronic organ, in this a prac- 
tical method of determining the amount 
to spend, etc., is offered. Maintenance 
and simple repairs are listed in each 
chapter that deals with a specific organ. 
The book is written in plain language 
with a glossary for technical terms. 
A committee contemplating an organ 
purchase should read it carefully be- 
fore calling in the manufacturer’s rep- 
resentatives. They will find it of great 
help in understanding the features each 
salesman stresses in his particular in- 
strument. 

N. L. H. 


Choir of Muses by Etienne Gilson. 
Sheed and Ward. 196 pages. $3.50. 

This French author and _ teacher, 
founder of the Pontifical Institute of 
Medieval Studies in Toronto, brings to- 
gether an unusual grouping of men and 
women. Each woman he lists as the 
muse of some gifted writer, whose love 
gave inspiration to that writer. Wives 
of the authors and husbands of the 
muses — for. today, too, he says — 
shouldn’t worry about the relation- 
ships; for the actual husbands and 
wives have the better part. But, Gilson 
adds, they had better be careful. 

So he studies Petrarch and Laura, 
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Baudelaire and Mme. Sabatier, Wag- 
ner and Clothile, Maeterlinck and 
Georgette, and Goethe and Lili in some 
detail. A continuing chapter on “The 
Art of Flight” considers Browning and 
his wife and the place of married life 
in poetry, with many others mentioned. 
Then in “Art and Eros,” he answers 
the question: is there a profound rela- 
tionship between Eros and the crea- 
tion of certain art? This he reveals 
through a study of many writers, but 
in much detail of Plato’s Symposium 
with its discussion of love. 


Finally, Gilson has a most interest- 
ing closing chapter on “The Artist and 
the Saint,” in which he describes the 
conflict in choosing between the art and 
our God, two absolutes that cannot be 
served simultaneously. Yet Gilson 
suggests that the artist sees the real 
object of his quest as follows: art 
sought through his muse, and God 
through his art. 


This is a most provocative book, fas- 
cinating reading, rich in ideas and 
personalities, written by one who truly 
knows the arts and his God. 

H. W. F. 


Other 


Psychology of Pastoral Care by Paul 
Johnson. Abingdoni - Cokesbury 
Press. 362 pages. $4.75. 


Dr. Johnson, Professor of Psychology 
of Religion at Boston University, 
School of Theology, answers almost 
every question one might raise con- 
cerning the psychology of pastoral care, 
including every phase of the minister’s 
work. With illustration after illustra- 
tion, he uses up what he has to say 
so that it is understandable and ap- 
plicable to one’s work. He considers 
first the person of the minister, and 
then counseling of various cases, the 
ministry of healing, the problem of 
death, and the pastor himself. 


Comprehensive as the book is, it is 
yet easy to read, though one not to be 
hurried. Through his emphasis upon 
persons, Dr. Johnson would help the 
pastor meet his people at the center 
instead of at the edge of their living. 
This is a valuable book to be placed 
next to his former one on The Psychol- 


ogy of Religion. 


Keep Your Voice Healthy by Fried- 
rich S. Brodnitz, M.D. Harper & Broth- 
ers. 234 pages. $3.50. 


Dr. Brodnitz gives in an entertaining 
style, adapted to laymen’s language, a 
clear outline of the structure and func- 
tion of the vocal system. He describes 
the organs that produce speech and 
their individual uses. He discusses 
chronic and acute conditions that influ- 
ence voice and suggests treatment. In- 
teresting and helpful to ministers are 
the chapters on Keep Your Voice 
Healthy, Self-Treatment of Colds, The 
Misused Voice, and What Can Be Done 
About Your Voice. You will find many 
suggestions to improve your speaking 
voice and to see that it is properly 
eared for. Knowledge of how your 
voice works will be of value to you. 

N. L. H. 





Flex the Muscles of Your Mind 
with These Stimulating Books!— 





MANDATE TO HUMANITY 


EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT. A vigorous and timely study of the Ten Com- 
mandments. : 
“The author is that relatively rare individual, an inquiring mind which 
is at home with ideas and fearlessly milks them for their meaning in modern 
living. .. . You cannot read this book lying down; he will constantly bring 
you to_your feet, sometimes in protest.”—Raleigh News and Observer $3.75 


THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


Eddy Asirvatham, Roland H. Bainton, Oren H. Baker, L. Harold DeWolf, Robert E. 
Fitch, Cameron P. Hall, Joseph Haroutunian, George Hedley, Donald M. Maynard, 
Walter G. Muelder, Donald T. Rowlingson, $. Paul Schilling, Walter W. Sikes, Anson 
Phelps Stokes, Walter W. Van Kirk. Edited by J. Richard Spann. Fifteen author- 
ities in their fields offer concrete, well-rounded discussions of the social re- 
sponsibilities of the church in the light of the Christian gospel. $2.75 


PSYCHOLOGY OF PASTORAL CARE 


PAUL E. JOHNSON. A comprehensive and definitive survey of pastoral psy- 
chology as applied to the entire range of the minister’s work. 

“In spite of the spate of recent books on personal counseling for the 
minister, the latest one by the professor of the psychology of religion at the 
Boston University School of Theology has a place of its own. It is a first- 
rate, over-all comprehensive survey of the subject.’—Religious Book Club 
Bulletin $4.75 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


The NEW Abingdon-Cokesbury Award Winner 
JOHN BRIGHT. “The main theme of the book is an examination of the con- 
cept of the Kingdom of God down through the ages, beginning with the old 
Hebrew attitudes and ideas, and progressing through the modern ideas... . 
Highly readable.”—Dallas Times Herald 

“A superlative example of biblical interpretation.”—Religious Book 
Club Bulletin $3.75 


THE GOSPEL AND THE GOSPELS 


JULIAN PRICE LOVE. A widely recognized New Testament scholar shows 
how the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have one essential mes- 
sage—Christ’s “good news” of redemption. Dr. Love interprets the results 
of the best New Testament scholarship—offering every reader a bridge 
between superficial knowledge of the Gospels and an enlightened under- 
standing of them. $2.75 


THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO CULTURE 


EMILE CAILLIET. A penetrating and constructive exploration of the growing 
schism between our faith and our secular culture. 

“It is a daring venture to even touch the sacred ark of theological 
thought but Dr. Cailliet of Princeton with his Gallic daring lifts the lid, 
looks inside, and tells what is there. By temperament and training he is 
eminently fitted for this task. He combines a reverence for truth with an 
astringent quality of mind and a warm evangelical faith.’—Chattanooga 
Times. $3.75 


CHRISTIANITY, DIPLOMACY AND WAR 


HERBERT BUTTERFIELD. A distinguished British historian evaluates, from the 
Christian viewpoint, the roles of diplomacy and war in human life—their 
history, purposes, limits, dangers, and possibilities—and what Christianity 
and diplomacy can do to overcome them. 

“It is the duty of the historian to tell us the truth. . . . Dr. Butterfield 
is unquestionably right to protest against wars for righteousness. .. . He has 
no difficulty in showing up the hypocrises with which so-called idealistic policy 
can so often be charged.” —Times Literary Supplement (London) $1.75 


At All Bookstores 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 











Make Your Racoriiil 
Work for You 


No. 1—Filler (15 classes). 1.15 
No. 2—Filler (25 classes). 1.35 





> IMPROVED CLASS BOOK 

Popular with those desiring clear, 
concise records at low cost. 
Pocket-size record of complete 
attendance for each pupil in one 
year. Name and data need be 
written only once. Attractive 
paper cover. Size, 44%" x 6%". 
No. 1, 24 names, 10c; Dz., $1.10 
No. 2, 48 names, 12c; Dz, 1.25 
No. 3, 96 names, 25c; Dz., 2.50 





> CLASS OFFERING ENVELOPES 
A record as well as a container. 


tire year. Strong, 
able. Convenient string fastener. |. 
| mang nem Fiberoid; : 3/2” a 


THE JUDSON PRESS = Sr 





TO ALL MINISTERS AND 

LEADERS OF CHURCHES 

NEEDING NEW HYMNALS 
Our Books are their own best 
salesmen. That is why we offer 
_— —. < 

your church isplanning 

new hymnals or books 


or song 
a miite today and tll us your needs 

* a Papen 510 numbers and 67 

scripture readings m every service requirement 

by amaue ot of 27 denominations. Price, 

siz a 100, not prepaid. Other hymnals and song 

books for Church — Sunday School from $8@ 
a 100 up. ACT NOW. 


Hope ern gremochente ComPaNy 
“Onty the Best in Song Books" for over 80 years. 
5709-V3 West Lake Street Chicago 44, Hl. 








YOU CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
Our experience in promoting books — theo- 
‘ogical, scholarly, fiction, and general for reli- 
gious, educational, and lay markets—can help 
you. Write for free brochure, We Can Pub- 
lish Your Book, which describes our coopera- 
tive publishing plan. 

EXPOSITION PRESS, INC., Dept. M-312 
386 Fourth Ave., New York 16, New York 
in California: 9172 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46 











| riences. 
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Altar Bound by Betty Stuart Rodg- 
ers and Elizabeth Connelly Pearce. The 
Interstate Press. Ninety-six pages. 
$2.95 boxed. 

This beautiful bride’s book is a com- 
plete guide to a successful wedding. It 
combines a gift register with a check 
list of things to attend to before and 
during the wedding. Each phase of the 
matter of getting married is explained. 
The traditions and customs demanded 
by proper wedding etiquette are set 
forth. Each is illustrated with fine 
photos and unusual type selection. Be- 
sides being a most helpful book for a 
minister to have in the church office, it 
will make a most appropriate gift to 
those special brides-to-be that every 
clergyman counts as among his special 
blessings. 

N. L. H. 

Korean Adventure by Austin Pardue. 
Morehouse-Gorham Co. 212 pages. 


| $2.75. 


This is a book of Korean war expe- 
The author, who is the Epis- 
copal Bishop of Pittsburgh, carried a 
portable dictating machine with him. 
In his leisure time—when he could find 
it—he dictated bulletins which were 


| sent directly to his secretary in Pitts- 


burgh. Here they were typed and dis- 
tributed to the Bishop’s friends. These 
bulletins form the basis for this book. 

The sixteen brief chapters are well 
illustrated with nineteen pictures—all 
except four contain the bishop. Many 
personal stories are given by the au- 
thor. While a large number of the 
people mentioned are personal friends 
of the author, there are some general 
evaluations of some events and leaders. 
For example, the reviewer was espe 
cially interested in the atithor’s observ- 
ations on General MacArthur. The 
bishop found Tckyo was more enthu- 
siastic about him than Korea. How- 
ever, he was convinced that “he (Mac- 
Arthur) symbolized something to them 
that has been taken away and has 
definitely weakened our position in this 
part of the world.” He explains that 
because “General MacArthur thinks 
and acts like an Oriental’ many peo- 
ple in America have been unable to un- 
derstand him. 

The last chapter contains an inter- 
esting letter written by the author’s 
son, who after a half year in seminary, 
joined the air corps—one which his 
father visited in Korea. The bishop’s 
son, after pointing out that there are 
fakes in every profession and trade, 
observes that in the service “if you’re 
a fake, you get killed.” 

W.L.L. 

I Take Thee by Charles H. Douglass. 
Published by the author. Thirty-six 
pages. Seventy-five cents. 

Here is an informative pamphlet on 
the history and theology of the wedding 
ceremony. It is in the form of a cleri- 
cal manual and is designed to be used 
as a basic book in marriage instruction. 
It is for the use of the clergy and is 
concerned with the doctrine of Chris- 
tian marriage. Contrasts between the 
interpretation of the marriage cere- 
mony by the state and that by the 
church make interesting reading. We 
recommend it as a source book for your 
pre-marital counseling. 

N. L. H. 





Fiction for Ministers 


Good fiction offers entertain- 
ment, instruction and _ illustra- 
tions for sermons and addresses. 
The best of current fiction will be 
noted in this column. 

James R. Uhlinger, minister, 
Wesley Methodist Church, Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts, is the re- 
viewer. 











The Light in the Forest by Conrad 
Richter. Alfred A. Knopf. $2.50. 

The minister who has missed the 
books of Conrad Richter deprives him- 
self of a wealth of illustrative material 
from early American life. Human con- 
tacts are direct and simple, and the 
whole world of nature is at his finger- 
tips. , 

Richter has traced the advent of pio- 
neer white Americans into the estab- 
lished world of the Indian in poetic 
beauty. First he started several years 
ago with The Woods, moved on to The 
Fields and finished his trilogy with 
The Town. Residents of mid-America 
find graphic accounts of that dramatic 
moment when the adventurers came out 
of the woods to settle and build their 
log cabins. 

The Light in the Forest devicts the 
capture of John Butler by the Dela- 
ware Indians. Renamed True Son, he 
finds in eleven years the strength and 
freedom of Indian life. When he is re- 
turned forcibly to the white man’s civi- 
lization the tension becomes acute. 

In this story of the unfolding of a 
boy’s mind there are overtones of in- 
sight and serious reflection that reward 
the reader and stimulate his imagina- 
tion. 


The Foolish Immortals by Paul Gal- 
lico. Doubleday and Company. $2.50. 

“Four mortals in search of immor- 
tality” might be a subtitle for Paul 
Gallico’s latest novel. From California 
to Jerusalem these mortals go to find 
a life that does not end. Big Idea man 
Joe Sears, the world’s wealthiest wo- 
man Hannah Bascombe. Polish Jew 
Ben-Isaac Levi and Miss Bascombe’s 
campanion Clary Adams compose the 
quartet of twentieth century pilgrims 
looking for something that will last. 

This jolting novel is far from satis- 
fying for average churchmen. It does 
bring theological theorists down to 
earth and poses the problem of immor- 
tality in the framework of the slangy 
thought-concepts of the man on the 
street. Perhaps it is closer to the aver- 
age man than the ordinary Easter 
sermon. 

“Maybe it’s time I tried life from 
the sucker angle, just for the novelty 
of it,” thought Joe Sears. 


Lost Shepherd by Agnes Sanford. 
J. B. Lippincott. $3.00. 

For the church library this is a per- 
fect selection. Lost Shepherd is an- 
other of those nice little stories about 
the experiences of a young minister. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1953 








Mapleton is a small city, All Saints 
Church is typical, and Paul Forrester 
is young, sincere and unwed. It takes 
lovely Burnett McNeill to save him 
from complete disillusionment. 

Agnes Sanford is the wife of a min- 
ister, the daughter of a minister and 
part of a family of four generations of 
clergymen, so the material is real. The 
writing is average and the book makes 
an interesting story. In China as a mis- 
sionary and in New Jersey as minis- 
ter’s wife and lecturer Mrs. Sanford 
lives the life she writes about. 


Blind Journey by Bruce Lancaster. 
Little, Brown and Company. $3.95. 

The cause of freedom in 1781 occu- 
pies the pages of this brilliant histori- 
cal novel. Paris, the Atlantic voyage 
of the Sauvage and Yorktown in the 
New World provide the “blind journey” 
of the young patriot and adventurer 
Ward Gratwick. Particularly intrigu- 
ing are the events at Passy, suburb of 
Paris, in the household of Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin. 

Blind Journey covers a fresh chapter 
in the long story of American freedom. 
It is graphic and compelling with good 
writing throughout. 


How to Become a Better Reader by 
Paul Witty. Science Research Asso- 
ciates. $3.75. 

The minister is surrounded by books 
all his life. As a rule, the better min- 
ister he is, the more books envelop him. 
The people in the churches expect the 
minister to know books, what is in them, 
how to evaluate them and to explain 
what they mean. 

In the maze of current books the 
minister needs desperately a guide to 
understanding, absorbing and interpret- 
ing books to himself and to his people. 

Dr. Paul Witty, professor of educa- 
tion and director of the psycho-educa- 
tional clinic at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, has a unique and illuminating new 
book in this jungle of books. How to 
Become a Better Reader is a gem for 
hard-pressed ministers. It ought to be 
made a required course in seminary. 

The chapters speak for themselves: 
“What are your reading needs?”; “How 
do your eyes behave while reading ?”; 
“How can you read for a Purpose?”; 
“How can you read faster?”; “How can 
you learn to skim?”; “How do you find 
the main idea in reading?”; “How can 
you evaluate what you read?”; “How 
can you balance your reading?” and 
“How can you become a mature read- 
er?” are a few of the twenty practical 
lessons which compose the book. 

Here is a helvful guide to saving 
the minister’s time, to improve his 
reading moments, to balance his liter- 
ary resourcefulness and to enable him 
to find a way through a sufficient num- 
ber of the current volumes coming 
from the presses. Wesley said, “Read! 

.. Read! ... Read! ... four hours a 
day!” But reading is not enough unless 
we know how to read and how to get 
the most out of our reading. 
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Found in Prospering 
Churches 


Just Published 
“ELECTRONIC ORGANS” 
by Robert L. Eby, Sound Engineer 

Complete Catalog, Textbook 
and Manual 
Learn the inside story on— 
keyboards tone cabinets 
tone generators consoles 


amplifiers tone changers 
stops and couplers vibratos 


Profusely Illustrated $5.00 postpaid 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 
Send remittance to: 

ROBERT L. EBY 
252 Annandale Rd. Pasadena 2, Calif. 

















“This is a book which 
will prove most helpful 
in daily use. I want one 
for my study at the 
church and one for Mrs. 
Peale at home.” 

Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale, Marble Collegiate 
Church, NYC. 


The Protestant Year 1954 


A Daily Diary, Almanac and Engagement Book 
prepared by the editors of “The Christian Herald” 
with an introduction by Dr. Daniel A. Poling. 


Filling a long-felt need among Protestants active 
in church affairs, this handsome and useful desk 
book provides complete daily information about 
Protestant observances and anniversaries, includ- 
ing those of all the major denominations. A 
daily Bible reading, an inspirational quotation 
and, for Sundays, the International Sunday School 
Lesson references are also included. Ample space 
to record the engagements and happenings of 
each day is previded. Every Protestant home and 
office should have a copy. Makes an ideal gift. 
Only $2.95 
At your bookstore or 
HAWTHORN BOOKS, Inc. 


70 Fifth Avenue 
New York 11, N.Y. 
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Proclaiming the truths of the 
Bible is the prime task of the 
Sunday school teacher. 


BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1954 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1954 


make the major points clear, 
concise— 
easily 


understood 


BROADMAN COMMENTS is 
published yearly to help teachers 
prepare interest-provoking, Bible- 
centered lessons. Here is a com- 
mentary on the International 
Sunday school lessons, Uniform 
Series, which is practical and satis- 
fying help for class members also. 


$2.25 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 


pocket size, gives an introduction, 
a summary, and comments on 
every lesson—with a brief ap- 
plication to contemporary living. 
Includes daily Bible readings. In 
its thirty-seventh edition. 

75 cents 


Buy these Broadman books 
at your nearest Book Store 

















New Books 


By G. CURTIS JONES. 


By KELLY O’NEAIL. 











natural 


Nicodemus, 


WHICH WAY IS PROGRESS? 


“Here are sermons down to the earth, carrying with 
them light from above. Practical as a garden hoe . . . these sermons inspire 
us to believe that in our common human ways we can be workers together 
with God. Preachers and laymen alike will appreciate these messages for 
their simplicity, sincerity and structural development.” 


| HAVE CALLED YOU FRIENDS 


Sermens dealing with friendship as the readiest and 
most realistic answer to questions on what makes life worth living. The 
book tells about Jesus’ friends: Andrew, John the Baptist, Peter, John, 
The Bethany Family, 
Judas, An Unnamed Friend, and Thomas. Ex- 
plains how friendship unfailingly admits our 
relationship to the Eternal, and how 


$2.50 


Zacchaeus, 


man’s capacity for friendship helps him identify 


God as a spiritual being. 


$2.50 


SOLVING LIFE’S PROBLEMS 


Methods of the Master 


By HILLYER HAWTHORNE STRATON. Sermons ex- 
plaining how the wisdom Jesus gives us in the 
gospel story sheds illuminating light in our time. 
These messages deal with your problems of fear, 
sickness, religion, sin, suffering, life’s meaning, 
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|FOR CONFIDENCE AND HEALTH 


Prayers of Silence and Intercession 
bo Balt Wik, Fon 





OR three years now, in our services 
of worship each Sunday morning 
we have a time of silence, during 


| which specific requests for intercession 
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are made. The congregation looks for- 


| ward to that period of sharing together 


| our 


love and concern for others, so 


| that hardly a Sunday goes by without 


a request. 

Like most churches, in our printed 
order of worship we formerly listed 
“The Pastoral Prayer and Choral Re- 
sponse.” Now it has been changed to 
become two acts: first “The Prayer of 


| Silence and Intercession”; second “The 


Morning Prayer and Choral Response.” 
“The Morning Prayer” is much like the 
former “Pastoral Prayer,” except that 
it is briefer in length, and more point- 
ed in thought, consiaering but one 
phase of the theme basic to the prayer. 

Our church had been experimenting 


| with prayer cells for three years be- 
| fore we began these prayers of inter- 


cession. Others in the church, not 
members of the prayer groups, knew 
of these experimgnts, and on the whole, 


were quite sympathetic with them. 


| Hence, it was a simple step when once 
j 2 


the prayers were moved into the morn- 


| ing service of worship itself. 


Though it was no simple step for me 


| as minister, I was quite sure that the 


| such an act in our worship. 


bulk of the intercessions would be for 
those who were sick; and I shied away 
from any thought of emphasis upon a 
healing ministry. Nevertheless, for 
several months I felt led to introduce 
I merely 
waited until the time was ripe, both for 
me and the congregation. Then I spent 


| a time in England and there attended 
| Dr. Leslie Weatherhead’s -church, the 


former City Temple. I was_ sur- 


| prised and pleased, and moved, to find 


| intercession. 


in his services just such prayers for 
It was simply done, and 
most reverently handled, a quiet pre- 


| sentation of certain facts, followed by 
| the actual suggestion. for the prayer 


| itself. 


It seemed as normal and natur- 
al as saying “Let us now present our 
offerings,” and was accepted by the 
congregation in a similar manner. 
Two months later, after I had been 
thinking it through most carefully, and 
after our prayer groups had begun 


*Minister, Dover Congregational Church, West- 
lake, Ohio. 


their sessions for the fall, a member 
of the church came to me, telling me 
his concern for his sister. She was to 
be operated on for a brain tumor, the 
doctor giving the family no hope of 
success. It seemed the time had come, 
and I asked my friend for permission 
to present the story of his sister for 
intercession, inaugurating such pray- 
ers. “I never have believed much in 
things iike like that,” he said; “but 
i know my wife thinks she was helped 
by prayers within the groups a year 
ago. You go ahead.” 

In our printed order of service the 
change was made as noted above, and 
when that act came in our service I 
announced that beginning that Sunday 
we would have each week as often as 
requests were presented, intercessions 
for members and friends of the church. 
I suggested that after the request was 
announced, we would have a full min- 
ute of silence, during which time each 
of us as he desired would offer his 
prayer. Then I announced the request. 

I phrased it as follows: “A member 
of our church requests intercession for 
his sister. Tomorrow she is to have an 
operation for a brain tumor, the doc- 
tor not giving the family much hope of 
success. Let us hold the young woman 
before God with love, asking that his 
courage will sustain her, and that his 
strength and peace may rest upon her 
family.” 

There was no suggestion, you see, of 
direct healing, nor have we done that. 
But the reader will be interested in 
what has happened to the young wom- 
an. In the operation it was found that 
the diagnosis had been faulty. Instead 
of a brain tumor, it was a brain can- 
cer, and the specialist said it might be 
only a few-days for her to live. A week 
went by, and she was alert, courageous, 
cheerful, the whole family seemingly 
sustained by an inner peace. Then a 
further consultation caused the doctors 
to say: “We believe this form of can- 
cer may be helped by X-ray treatment.” 
So treatment was continued for some 
ten weeks. Not only did the young 
woman live, but she continued a normal 
life with her family, Christmas being 
a time of joy touched with sadness. 
Would there be a second Christmas? 

But treatments ended and the young 
woman continued to grow better. Then 
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a "year "passed “and cancer broke out 
anew behind the nasal passages. She 
lived two years beyond the time of the 
first operation, and left a family sus- 
tained by deep Christian faith, her 
peace bringing peace to them. 

Now, that is but one incident, and the 
first of all the intercessions. Since 
then we have had many kinds of re- 
quests, from old and young. Most of 
them do concern sickness, either physi- 
cal or mental, but not all of them. 
From time to time we have no requests. 
Sometimes I say there is no request, 
and we continue the silence anyway. 
At certain times I have suggested a 
prayer, such as the following: “There 
is no request for intercession this 
morning. In the silence let us offer our 
thanksgiving to God, then hold in his 
love a member of our families or a 
friend who needs his intercession.” 

Perhaps the following prayers as 
used will suggest the variety as well 
as the kind of phrasing of the many 
requests. One was: “For the mother 
of one of our members is the interces- 
sion this morning. She is bothered with 
a nervousness that roots essentially in 
boredom. Like many older people, she 
suddenly finds* herself with few re- 
sources from her religion. With time 
on her hands, nothing to do, and lack- 
ing the will to act, she is afraid of her 


last days. 


to act, to seek interests beyond herself, 


to serve her God in helpfulness to her | 
neighbors, to find quiet and assurance | 
“Neither | 
he nor his parents are members of our | 


in her faith.” A'other said: 
church, but the boy, 12, is very sick, 
both physically and mentally. 


the lad.” 
One request came that was just the 
opposite. 


if we might not pray that he not linger, 
a burden to himself, when the doctors 
said there was no cure. So the request 
to the congregation stated something of 
the above, and added: “Let us place 
our friend in the care of the Eternal, 
who knows the day and the hour when 
his spirit will be released.” The man 
died three days later, and the family 
was grateful for what they called “a 
prayer of strength and mercy for us.” 

But all requests are not of that kind. 
One was: “A request comes that we 
remember President Truman and the 

(Turn to page 89) 
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Let us seek for her the will | 


Let us | 
seek through the mercy of God that pa- | 
tience and faith may strengthen his | 
parents, that the healing power of the | 
Eternal God may begin its work in | 


A woman said that her fath- | 
er had been sick a long time, that he | 
had partially recovered, and that now | 
he had been returned to the hospital. | 
Such was his suffering that she asked | 
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1. Fits the standard size let- 
ter filing cabinet. 
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Sacrificial Luncheon 


(From page 49) 


| We shall not live by bread alone, but 


by the blessed word of God; 
No more sustaining food is known,— 
not from the sea nor from the sod. 

Leader: Jesus said, “This is the 
bread that cometh down from heaven, 
I am the bread of life, he that cometh 
unto me shall never hunger.” (Leader 
removes napkin from her plate. Also 
assistant leader.) 

First Assistant: May God feed us 
the bread of life. (All eat the bread.) 

Leader: Jesus said, “My meat is to 
do the will of my Father.” 

Second Assistant: Blessed are we 
when we do His commandments. (All 
eat the meat.) 

Leader: Paul wrote, “The fruits of 
the spirit are love, joy, peace, good 
temper, kindness, generosity, fidelity, 
gentleness, and self-control.” 

First Assistant: God has prepared 
an abundant table before us. (All eat 
the fruits.) 

Leader: Jesus said, “Whoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst, for the water that 
I shall give him shall be in him as a 
well of living water springing up to 
eternal life.” 

Second Assistant: Our cups run 
over. (All drink the water.) 

Solo. 

Speaker. 

Leader: (Reads Matthew 25:35-40.) 
Jesus said, “As ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye also unto 
them.” And again, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Kingdom of 
God to all men.” As we cannot go lit- 
terally into all the world, and cannot 
minister to the physical Jesus, we must 
give generously and willingly of our 
material goods that others may go in 
our stead as our representatives—that 
God’s Kingdom may come on earth as 
in heaven. Let us place our offerings 
on the table as we prayerfully sing. 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It 
Be.” 

Benediction: Now unto Him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto Him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen. 


THEY FOLLOW A LEADER 


kids all flock to St. 
Church— 
The pastor leaves none in the lurch. 
They like his “I’m-for-you-all” plan; 
They love him—he’s a sincere man! 
Leslie Conrad, Jr. 


The John’s 
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Experiences in Church Counseling 
(From page 71) 

Though there have been thousands of 
new churches constructed in the United 
States in the past ten years the average 
person has not observed them closely. 
They are not conscious that there are 
very definite trends in the new church 
building. It is interesting to see the ex- 
pressions on the faces of some church 
boards when you assure them that the 
old style church with the basement is 
passing out and that all churches are 
now constructed above ground. And 
when you add to that, the information 
regarding the room sizes recommended 
for children classrooms there is a defi- 
nite atmosphere of astonishment. Fami- 
lies which are proud of their new public 
school buildings with the opportuni- 
ties offered their children have been 
satisfied to have the little children 
crowded in inadequate quarters close 
to boilers with no clearly defined exit 
areas. It is one of the strange kinks 
of the human animal. The church school 
has not, as yet, sold itself as an educa- 
tional institution to the average church 
member. I could truthfully add, nor to 
the average church officer. 


The Local Impasse 


In the majority of cases where I have 
served, the local church has, or had, 
decided on a new building. It may have 
appointed a building committee. But 
an opposition movement has arisen. 
There is always the conservative group 
who urges that the church go slow on 
its program. “Going slow,’ means in 
the mind of these people indefinite 
postponement. 

Others who are very sincere in a 
program want to make sure that the 
organization to be created will be suffi- 
cient for the task; they wish to have 
some kind of appraisal of the amount 
of money the congregation can be ex- 
pected to pledge for the new building. 
They may wish recommendations of 
architects and comments on the value 
of the work of the professional fund- 
raisers. This the counselor is called 
up to do. 

But most of all they seem to want 
fairly concrete ideas as to what is 
proper in a new church building and 
how much such a building is going to 
cost. Just how much of the old build- 
ing can be combined with the new addi- 
tion? And there is, in many instances, 
the question of a site for a new build- 
ing. 

If any architects or fund-raisers are 
reading this letter there is one thing 
that I want to make clear. If the 
church asks our opinion of a certain 
architect or fund-raising agency we try 
to give an honest, conscientious answer. 


If we are simply asked to recommend 
an architect or a fund-raising agency 
we do not do so. Instead we give the 
committee the names of several in each 
classification. These are architects and 
fund-raisers we know are competent to 
do the work. Then we advise that they 
make their own investigation. 


Question of Site 


Where the question of a church site 
is involved that is a serious matter. A 
lot of consideration must go into this 
question. First, of course, is the size 
of the old lot. Next is population move- 
ments on the part of the congregation 
and the community. Third, is the avail- 
ability of sites at a reasonable figure. 

The new church requires much more 
land area than those our fathers build- 
ed. They built up from the ground; we 
spread our churches out. Then there is 
always the question of parking. Psy- 
chologically there is always a group 
who cling to the memories of the old 
building. This group is offset by an- 
other group who have moved away 


from the church and would like to bring | 


the building to them. 

A new site, if desirable, helps clarify 
many things. It avoids the problem of 
combining an old and a new structure 
which is seldom the best architectural 
solution. Any architect can do better 
work if you will give him a good site 
with an adequate spread of land. He 
will then revel in the opportunity. But 
crowding more building into an already 
crowded area cannot be the best solu- 
tion. 

Yet, there are times when the local 
situation is such that the counselor 
must recommend that the new struc- 
ture be in the old location. In the great 
cities the purchase of adjacent land is 

almost prohibitive but there still may 
be reasons where the old site should be 
retained. 

With the movement of the depart- 
ment stores to outlying areas there has 
come a breakdown of the old resistance 
to moving away from the congested 
downtown areas. Where that is pos- 
sible, practically every argument of 
aesthetics, architecture and efficiency is 
in favor of the move. 


A Psychological Task 


It should be a fairly easy task to 
enter a community, contact the sources 
of authority, and make a logical report 
on the needs of the church. But the 
above experiences show that the main 
task is a psychological one. The coun- 
selor must be skilled in reconciling the 
differing groups and, thus, to secure 
the best possible program. In other 
words it is not entirely a mechanical 
job; human personalities enter into the 
picture. To get the right setup for dis- 


A CENTURY OF 
Write for information 
on type of organ 


in which you 
are interested. 


2; 


ESTEY ORGAN CORP., BRATTLEBORO,VT. 


PIPE ORGANS 
REED ORGANS 








Envelope Rack and Cup Receiver 


with pencil retainers and silencers finished 
in any of the wood finishes desired 


Write for folder describing our beautiful pew 
accessories or see your dealer 


Pro-Del Industries, Inc. 


CUMBERLAND, IND. 











Church Gindows 


Be: 


Pils na 


W arder ind —& 


NISHEI 


ot ane ir hs Sis 








MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
Over 1,506,000 Sunfiower Dish Cloths were 
sold in 1951 by members of Sunday Schools, 
Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s Groups, etc. 
They enable you to earn money for your treas 
ury, and make friends for your organization 
Sample FREE to Official 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 
































84 





ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
Doctor of Sacred Music Degree 
INTERESTED IN CHANGING POSITIONS 


Box 640 


2200 Prospect Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 











ce Famous _| 











AMERICAN IMPORTER 


ceil Russell Church Studios 





ILLUMINATED 
CHURCH SIGNS 
BEAUTIFUL 


PERMANENT 
tow cost 


(Send for Catalog) 


THE WINONA 
CEURCH SIGN CO. 





__Winona Lake. 














ocrip' ar 


WORSHIP OLDERS 


Large assortment—Self Selection 
Lithographed—Special Days—General use 










FREE 


Ecclesiastical Art Press 
Dept. 10, Louisville 12, Ky. 





CATALOG 








Organ Company 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 
Member Associated Organbuilders of Amevics 























CHURCH COLLECTION 
ENVELOPES 
for Church and Sunday School 
SINGLE, DUPLEX or TRIPLEX 
Send for Price List and Samples 


MacCalla & Company, Inc. 


3642 Market St. Philadelphia, 4, Pa. 

















CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1953 





cussion contacts must be made before 
the report meeting to get the individ- 
ual viewpoints. 

I have seen some strange things hap- 
pen in this area. Once the strong man 
opponent of the program supported my 
report for a new building after a visit 
to his office had discussed a whole pro- 
gram. In another instance in which the 
previewing missed one man who was 
supposedly pledged to the program, he 
proved to be the most difficult person. 
These unpredictable kinks play an im- 
portant part in the counseling job. 

I have found, also, that if the time 
schedule is arranged so that the con- 
gregation can see the counselor and 
feel that they know him, his work is 
made easier. For instance, if the coun- 
seling service can start with the Sun- 
day morning service in which the coun- 
selor presents a message on the modern 
church, or some kindred theme, that 
helps a lot to let people know that he 
is human. If they find that he is friend- 
ly and willing to listen to their stories 
they usually cooperate. 

For this reason, other things being 
equal the local church is fortunate if 
it includes Sunday in the program of 
the counselor. Even if he does not 
preach the sermon Sunday gives him 
a running start. He can observe the 
congregation and the church school 
classes. His trained eye may detect 
areas of congestion which the church 
does not appreciate. The sermon of 
the pastor helps him to appraise the 
quality of leadership. He meets vari- 
ous officers and others who will play 
an important part in the discussions. 

Sunday afternocn may well be spent 
with the minister or chairman of the 
building committee getting a bird’s- 
eye view of the community. This will 
include the commercial life of the com- 
munity, the schools, neighbor churches, 
etc. It will give him an opportunity 
to step into any of the new churches in 
the city to see what the community 
considers adequate building for the 
modern church. If a meeting of pro- 
gram or building committees are plan- 


| ned for the day that is all to the good. 


SCHANTZ ff 


Monday will be largely devoted to 
important calls. A stop at the local 
Chamber of Commerce will bring valu- 
able information on community prog- 
ress, the superintendent of schools will 
probably have the best study in popu- 
lation trends. Public schools are usu- 


ally well in advance of other agencies 


in meeting the changing community. 
Key men and women in the church 
will be contacted. 

If the counseling is a two-day pro- 
gram, Monday night becomes the big 
night. Here the counselor will present 
a report on his findings. It will be an 
informal preliminary report. There are 


two reasons for this. The first is that 
the meeting will give some people a 
chance to express ideas which have not 
previously been aired. It gives the coun- 
selor a chance to estimate the strength 
of the group which is for progress as 
compared with the dissenters. Also this 
plan, when properly announced gives an 
atmosphere of democracy. Some times 
new information is brought in which 
will definitely change the final report. 

The final report, a typewritten state- 
ment will be mailed to the church with- 
in two weeks from the visit. This will 
summarize the many things discussed 
and make definite recommendations. 
The areas to be covered in the report 
vary. In one instance it may recom- 
mend plans for reorganization of the 
local committee, in another report this 
may not be touched upon. With one 
church the counselor may go very much 
into details as to the type of building 
he recommends. In another church this 
will be no issue at all. 

One of the most difficult problems in 
counseling is the church which has half 
a million dollars invested in a building, 
in a good location, but must find more 
classrooms. The building cannot be sac- 
rificed and it is one very difficult task 
to find an orderly arrangement for 
departments and classrooms. In some 
instances this kind of a recommenda- 
tion is required. 

The services of the counselor is well 
within the means of today’s average 
church. It enables the leaders to bring 
to a head the discussions of months and 
some times years. If nothing else is 
done the members and officials have 
thought and talked church for two or 
more days. This in itself is an impor- 
tant public relations contribution. 


BAPTSST MINISTERS UPHOLD 
CONGRESSIONAL PROBES 
Wichita, Kansas — Southern Baptist 
ministers in Kansas upheld Congres- 
sional probes of Communist infiltra- 
tion into the churches and said clergy- 
men should not seek immunity from 
such investigations. A resolution adopt- 

ed states: 

“We are not sympathetic with the 
attitude expressed in some circles that 
the loyalty of ministers should not be 
questioned. We feel that ministers 
should be the first to stand up and be 
counted on this question. A loyal min- 
ister has nothing to fear from such 
investigation.”—RNS 
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NEW PRODUCTS for CHURCHES 


CENTRAL CONTROL FOR 
SOUND SYSTEM 


Rauland-Borg Corporation have put 
into production this Model S220 Dual- 
channel central control sound system. 
Ideal for the church or parisa house, 
the system can serve up to 80 rooms, 
distributing microphone, radio and re- 
corded programs, and providing two- 
way intercommunication with any or all 
rooms. Write for a descriptive catalog. 
New Product No. 12531. 


REMOTE CONTROL FILM STRIP 
PROJECTOR 


The Society for Visual Education 
announces a series of remote control 
filmstrip projectors which allow min- 
isters and church school teachers com- 
plete control of their presentations 
from any point in the classroom or 
lecture hall. The user advances the 
picture by merely pressing a push- 
button on the end of a 10%-foot cord 
which may be lengthened by adding one 
or more 35-foot extensions which may 
be purchased as accessories. New 
Product No. 12532. 


TAPE IDENTIFICATION 


Identification of tape recordings is 
easy when you use this pressure-sensi- 
tive labeling tape made by Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing Company. 
Complete with a convenient dispenser, 
the tape features a special matte finish 
that can be written on with pen, pencil, 
ball point pen or typewriter. New 
Product No. 12533. 


FOLDING TABLE DETACHES 
FROM WALL 

Schieber Sales Company, originators 
of in-Wall folding tables and benches 
for churches and church schools, an- 
nounce a new table that can be detached 
from the wall and placed elsewhere in 
the room. Port-a-Fold is the name of 
the new unit. It is lower in cost, has 
plastic surfaced plywood tops on the 
tables and benches with steel under- 
structure. The units employ steel wall 
pockets and are installed in the walls 
of a classroom or Fellowship Hall. They 
can be placed either flush with the wall 
or against it. For a complete catalog 
with prices and descriptions write 
about New Product No. 12534. 
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MODERNIZATION OF CHANCELS 
PEWS 
CHAIRS—TABLES 
BULLETIN BOARDS 


HUNTINGTON SEATING CO. 
480 Lexington Ave. New York 17,N. Y. 








Chairs. Communion Tables 
, Baptismal Fonts. Etc 
Fine furniture at factory-to 
State your needs 


Pps FURNITURE 


Church prices 


DE MOULIN Bros. & CO 


GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 











DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE 


4t Last a Safety (Candle 

No Flame—No Drippings 
UANDLELIGHT, EASTER SERVICE 

AND WEDDING CEREMONY 

For Choirs, Processionals, Glee Clibs, 
Plays. Pageants, etc., with batteries, 
pipe lighted prism, cut plastic flame. 
$15.00 per dozen. Sample mailed $2.00. 

Free Literature Mailed 

LOUIS J. LINDNER 

153-CM W. 33rd St., New York |, N.Y. 
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CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


¢ Woodwork and Carvings 


Marble e Decorations ¢ Pews and Accessories 


. designed and executed for beauty and devotion to fit your budget. 


e Lighting 


Ola lille iceliMe litem si cei P42 


Avenue 


no matter hou 


e@ lhreée Generations 


small or large, 


of Service to 
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The Architects Report on New Church Construction 


SPAIN & BIGGERS 


1511-14 DEPOSIT GTG. BANK BG. 
JA 


CKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
First Baptist 
Hattiesburc, Mississippi 
en $675,000) 
First Presbyterian 
West Point, Mississippi 
eer re $175,000) 
First Baptist 
Greenville, Mississippi 
(Church Sanctuary and 


Educational Unit . $325,000) 





SWANSON ASSOCIATES 
WEST LONG LAKE ROAD 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 

First Baptist 
Flint, Michigan 
(Church and Ed. Unit. .$650,000) 
Holy Cross Lutheran 
Oxford, Michigan 
(Church & Parish House .$!00,000) 





CARL C. & ROBT. B. TALLMAN 
903 HANSHAW ROAD 
ITHACA, NEW YORK 

First Presbyterian 

Ithaca, New York 


(Ed. Unit Alterations . ..$35,000) 
First Unitarian Society 
ithaca, New York 

(Ed. Unit Addition ..... $18,000) 
Methodist Church 
Sidney, New York 

(Parsonage ............. $30,000) 

TUCKER & LINDBERG 


155 CEDAR STREET 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
Church of Heavenly Rest 


Abilene, Texas 

PR cc ache ss dnne ose $400,000) 
First mg: el 
Floydada, Tex 

(Church pany “ed. Unit. . .$225,000) 


Dn caeptee sa Eta rem 


First Methodist 
Paducah, Texas 

(Church ..... 
First Christian 


dion wana $35,000) 
First Presbyterian 
Coleman, Texas 
(Edueational Unit ...... $60,000) 
E. P. VALKENBURGH 
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
Calvary Presbyterian 
Newburgh, New York 
(Parish House 


EARL VON REICHENBACH 
1219 GOODHOPE ROAD, S. E. 
WASHINGTON 20, D. C. 

Church of God 
Washington, D. C. 


SRP 125.000) 
Mt. Pleasant — First Baptist 
Washington, D. C. 

RBS Reg egress 5,000) 


East Washington Heights Baptist 
Morningside, Maryland 
GOO Kia ccewascuseces $57,000) 





ROBERT E. ee 
DAVID W. 
1253 EDGEWOOD STREET 
WARREN, OHIO 
St. Elizabeth 


Roswell, Ohio 
(Church & Parish House.$30,000) 





WOODWARD & KANE 
1020 SEVENTH STREET 
BEDFORD, INDIANA 
Church of God 


Royal Oak, Michigan 

(Church and Ed. Unit. . .$100,000) 
Church of God 
Grove City, Pennsylvania 

GOUNON hod caeeasstsaese 5,000) 





GEORGE AWSUM & SONS 
826 FALLS BUILDING 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
Second Presbyterian 
Richmond, Virginia 
(Church and Ed. Unit. . .$350,000) 
Osceola, Arkansas 
(Educational Unit....... $120,000) 
Baron Hirsch Synagogue 
Memphis, Tennessee 
(Church and Ed. Unit.$1,200,000) 
First Methodist 
Osceola, Arkansas 


a, SPT oer ee $150,000) 
Whitten Memorial Baptist 
Memphis, Tennessee 

(Church and Ed. Unit. ..$150,000) 


E. J. BECCHETTI 

125 SOUTH TENTH STREET 

MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA 
Gospel Temple 
Hopkins, Minnesota 

(Church and Day School........ ) 
Holiness Methodist 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

CO a are $75,000) 


CHARLES L. BOLTON 
1505 RACE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 2, PA. 
Pilgrim Presbyterian 
Levittown, Pennsylvania 
(Chapel and Ed. Unit... 
Lower Merion Baptist 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
(Educational Unit....... $165,000) 
Springfield Baptist 
Springfield, Del. County, Pa. 
CII ais ic Siroiwes oo 508 
Johnson Memorial Methodist 
Philadelphia, Penneytvanta 
(Educational Unit........ $130,000) 


. $75,000) 


CARR & CUNNINGHAM 
SCHOFIELD BUILDING 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Congregational 
Lakewood, Ghio 
(Educational Unit....... $400,000) 


CHARLES F. CELLARIUS 
906 ST. PAUL BUILDING 
CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
First Presbyterian 
Middletown, Ohio 
(Church and Ed. Unit.. 





- $735,000) 





LEON CHATELAIN, JR. 
1632 K STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
National City Christian. Church 
Washington, D.C. 
(Educational Unit..............- ) 


CHARLES S. CLEVELAND 
241 MAIN STREET 
HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY 
Grace !.utheran 
Teaneck, New Jersey 
(Church, Ed. Unit and 
Day School........... $750,000) 





CORNING & MOORE 
1726 M STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Brookland a 
Washington, D. 
(Church and ta. Unit. . .$300,000) 
Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Arlington, Virginia 
(Educational Unit....... $240,000) 
Sherwood Presbyterian 
Washington, D.C. 
(Church and Ed. Unit. . .$500,000) 
Congress Heights Baptist 
Washington, D.C. 


(Church and Ed. Unit. . .$700,000) 
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New Products for Churches 


LAWN TRACTOR 

For the church with extensive 
grounds, this Superior Lawn Tractor 
and attachments is just the thing. Put 
out by the Cizek Manufacturing and 
Distributing Company, this unit has an 
air-cooled engine, lawn sweeper, trailer, 
mower, three-gang ground driven mow- 
er, ete. New Product No. 12535. 


ART TABLE 

For those departments of the church 
school where handwork and drawing 
are used. The Mayline Company of 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin announce a class- 
room Art Table. The table has a 20”x 
24%” drawing section and a 20”x10” 
reference top. There is a drawer for 
paints and brushes and the drawing 
section can be raised 50°. The table is 
solidly constructed of oak. For details 
write for New Product No. 12536. 


HOW TO CHOOSE AN ORGAN 


Connsonata, a division of C. G. Conn 
Ltd. and manufacturers of the famous 
Connsonata organ have recently pre- 
pared a booklet covering the essen- 
tials to be considered in evaluating 
electric and electronic organs. Pros- 
pective organ buyers will find it most 
useful in making their decisions. A 
copy will be sent you free. Write for 
New Product No. 12537. 
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DESK SIGNS 
Shown are Lucite plastic desk signs 
recently introduced by the Heyer Cor- 
poration. Made of clear Lucite, each 
sign is eight inches long, 1% inches 


AIR COOLED FLUORESCENT 
FIXTURE 

The Edwin F. Guth Company have 
developed a new type of air cooled fu- 
orescent fixture for church and parish 
house use. For a beautiful eight-page 
booklet giving complete engineering 
data and dimensions, write for New 
Product No. 12538. 


TYPICAL THERMO-BASE INSTALLATION 
FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 


BASEBOARD REGISTER 


The cut shows the installation of the 
new Thermo-Base Extended Baseboard 
register. The new unit, called Super- 
Thermo-Base, is made by the Thermo- 
Base Division of Gerwin Industries. 
Installed along outer walls and under 
windows, the units provide draftless 
distribution of heated or cooled air 
fo. churches and parish houses. For a 
special data sheet write New Product 
No. 12539. 


high, with 1% inch easels at each end. 
Ministers are offered a choice of one 
or two lines of copy, with 17 character 
maximum count for each line. New 
Product No. 12540. 
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AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 90, SCRANTON 2,PA. 











CHURCH COLLECTION 
ENVELOPES 


Send for Samples and 
Prices 


Cathedral Envelope Company 


318 Franklin Street 
Buffalo, New York 
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Write for FREE Choir Gown 
Booklet G6! and Pulpit Book P61. 
Budget Plan if you wish. 


E. R. MOORE CO. 
932 Dakin St., Chicago 13, tI. 
25-34Jackson,LongisiandCity!,N.Y. 
1908BeverlyBivd.,LosAngeles57,Cal. 
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Mh 1r0, Beas 
NO LIQUOR SERVED 
AT THESE HOTELS / 
There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Ho- 
tels.” We suggest that you pass this 
list on to them either by publishing it in 
your church calendar or by clipping it 


from the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 


PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and 17th Street. 268 
rooms—$4.00 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
Banquet and meeting rooms, Louis B. Pike, Mgr. 














Vandals 
rejected eae 
beauty 
protected 


y FENCE protects 
the nation’s cemeteries against van- 
dals and trespassers. 

Its rugged toughness is the result 
of all-steel construction. Deep-driven 
anchors give you a fence that’s always 
straight and held squarely erect in all 
soils and weather. Its Square Frame 
Gates will not sag or warp. 

For FREE Illustrated Catalog, write: 
ANCHOR FENCE, Division of 
ANCHOR POST PRODUCTS, INC. 
6642 Eastern Ave., Baltimore 24, Md. 
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Classified for Sale 
and Exchange 


The Market Place for Men, Ideas, 
Church Supplies and Service 


Rate tur Advertisements inserted in this De- 
partment: Ten cents per word; minimum charge, 
$1.00; payable in advance. The publisher re- 
serves the right to deciine advertising and refund 
remittance. If box number is used add ten cents 
‘or forwarding postage. 

Forms close 5th of month preceding 
Address Classified Department 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, INC. 


900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohlo 














BOOKBINDING 





Old Bibles Rebound. A price, binding and 
style to meet every need. All types of binding, 
rebinding. Write for illustrated folder, prices. 
Also new Scofield Bibles. Norris Bookbinding 
Co., Greenwood, Mississippi. 











Sexual Harmony in Marriage by Oliver M. 
Bultertield. Recognized as a sate guide. Ninety 
six pages. Paper bound. Fifty cents prepaid. 
Church Management, inc., 1900 Euctid Avenue, 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Wedding Etiquette. An attractive booklet which 
gives details of wedding etiquette including prob- 
tems of the bride, problems of the groom, issuirg 
invitations, plans for reception, the processional, 
wedding music, decorations, etc. Almost a neces- 
sity to the minister; a wonderful pre-marriage 
gift to the bride and groom. Sixty cents per copy. 
Church Management, Inc., 1900 Euclid Avenue, 


| Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Religious and theological books bought and sold. 
Free catalog. Libraries purchased. Kregel’s Book- 
store, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 








OFFICE MACHINES 





New Fold-O0-Matic folding machine, $110.00; 


, Elliott Addresserette, $49.50; Master Addresser, 


$24.50; Print-O-Matic card printer, $15.75; full- 
size Print-O-Matic duplicator, $59.36; supplies. 
Prepaid. Donald F. Rossin Company, 423 South 
5th Street, Mi polis 15, Mi t 











FOR SALE 





Varitypers, IBM Electric Typewriters, Mimeo- 
folders, addressographs. Lowest prices. 
All Languages Typewriter Co., 119 West 23rd 
Street, New York 11, New York. 


Beautiful mahogany Wurlitzer Electric 
Organ. Tone like pipe crgan. Bass pedals. Won- 
derful for church. Used eight months private 
home. Price $1900 for cash. Save $500. A. J. 
Pratt, Liverpool, New York. 


Organ. 


Tape Recorded tower music. Tower Tape, Box 


1030, Canton 1, Ohio. 


6x10 Kelsey Hand Press and complete outfit, 
Speed - 0 - Print Duplicator, Silk Screen outfit. 
Bargains. C, S$. Hunsinger, Flat Rock, Ohio, 


Stained Glass Windows. 5 windows 24”x120", 
8 windows 24”x73”. Gothic style, frame included. 
— Rev. Norman Fowler, Ft. Calhoun, Ne- 
braska. 








COURT DIVIDES CHURCH 
BETWEEN BAPTIST FACTIONS 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina — Su- 

perior Court Judge Malcolm Paul is- 
sued a temporary order here assigning 
to each of the two factions of the 
divided congregation of the North 
Rocky Mount Baptist Church specific 
hours during which it may use the 
church building. 

He directed that this arrangement 
continue until a jury can try the suit 
filed in October by a group of the con- 
gregation’s former officers. 

The suit was instituted by four men 
who had been trustees and deacons of 
the church until last August 9, when 
the 1,300-member congregation voted 
241 to 144 to withdraw from the South- 
ern Baptist Convention and the North 
Carolina Baptist Convention. — RNS 
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23 BIG features 
in this amazing book 
TEACHING PLANS! 
Evangelistic—True to the Bible. Makes 
our International Uniform Lessons 
PARKLE! Don’t miss its many helps. 
320 pages. Almost 300,000 words, visual 
type, eye-ease paper, washable cloth, $2. 
Order Topay —for all your TEACHERS 
Catalog of *‘Master Line"’ 
Sunday Schoo! supplies FREE 
THE HIGLEY PRESS | 
Dept. M-5 BUTLER, IND.’ 
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3308 Lincoln Street, Franklin Park, Illinois 
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Pike Stained Glass Studios 
145 St. Paul St., Rochester 4, N. Y 














CHURCH BULLETINS 
ver rogressive church should use 
Winters Del Luxe Bulletin Boards. Dig- 
nified, refined, effective and economical 
Over 7,000 IN USE. They increase at- 
tendance, interest and collections, Thou- 
sands of enthusiastic letters from Pas- 
tors. Write today for illus. Catalog L. 

H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY co. 
3082 E. 4th St. 


Davenport, ta. 
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Prayers of Silence and 


Intercession 

(From page 81) 
leaders in our government of both po- 
litical parties. Believing that unity is 
essential, and knowing that God can 
bring peace only through unity, let us 
seek his blessing upon our leaders in 
this present crisis, that they may for- 
get personalities and prejudices and 
may remember their commitment to 
their nation’s good.” Other requests 
have come for peace in Korea, for sol- 
diers from our church in battle zones 
(never that they be kept from harm, 
but that God be with them in whatever 
danger they face), and for God’s spirit 
to rest upon the ministry of an ex- 
change minister from England during 
his months with us. 


People must be curious, a minister 
friend said, when he heard of these in- 
tercessions. No, not to the extent of 
asking who the persons are, except 
when mentioned that someone is in the 
hospital. Then two or three have asked 
the name, if permissible, that they 
might call, or send cards. 


Even young people come to me with 
requests. One lad came recently, and 
the statement on Sunday murning was: 
“A boy requests that we remember his 
piano teacher. This past week she 
slipped and fell from the second floor 
porch of her home, and was badly in- 
jured. Let us join our sympathy and 
intercession to the love and concern of 
the lad for his teacher, that through 
the skill of her doctors and the courage 
of her heart that God may use his 
healing power.” 

Continued requests week after week, 
and the intense silence, speaking so 
eloquently of the congregation’s recog- 
nition of the presence of God, give 
proof of the significance in the lives 
of our people of these prayers of silence 
and intercession. 


DISCIPLES TO HONOR 
W. E. GARRISON 

Nashville, Tennessee — Disciples of 
Christ leaders will pay tribute here 
December 4 to Dr. Winfred Ernest Gar- 
rison, church historian. The occasion 
will be the annual president’s dinner 
sponsored by the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society. 

Claude E. Spencer, curator of the so- 
ciety, said that Dr. Garrison, professor 
of philosophy and religion at the Uni- 
versity of Houston, Texas, will be hon- 
ored for his outstanding contributions 
to the understanding of the Disciples 
of Christ movement and the develop- 
ment of the ecumenical spirit in Protes- 
tantism. — RNS 
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“Time destroyed everything 
but the roof!” 


“Qur church built many years ago 
was constructed by the communi- 
ty’s first settlers. The old structure 
required renovation. When build- 
ing funds were available, we con- 
sulted our architect. We were 
amazed when he told us practically 
everything but the roof had to be 
restored. Imagine! after such long 
exposure to the elements, the slate 
roof was in perfect condition. 


Everyone is grateful to the orig- 
inal builders for investing in slate, 
a superior roofing material that is 
still saving us money. 


Now, more than ever, all of us are 
convinced that Stoddard Slate is 
the finest roofing slate you can buy. 
It is true economy to invest in a 
beautiful, long-lasting Cathedral 
Grey or a Gothic Blue slate roof.” 


Before you plan any repair or 
building work, read our informa- 
tive booklet telling about the many 
benefits you will enjoy when you 
invest in a Stoddard slate roof. 
Send for your free copy today. 
Simply address your request to 
Albion Vein Slate Company, De- 
partment 3D, Bangor, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Eathedral Grep 
AND 
Gothic Blue 


SLATE 





“THE BEAUTY OF NATURE’S STODDARD CATHEDRAL GREY AND GOTHIC BLUE SLATE 
CANNOT BE DUPLICATED BY MAN.” 


ALBION VEIN SLATE COMPANY, Inc. 
Box 67, Bangor, Pennsylvania 

















Booklet on Direct Mail 
For Churches 


Our readers are well acquainted with 
William M. Hunter, minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Robinson, 
Illinois. They have profited by his arti- 
cles in this magazine which deal with 
direct mail methods, duplicators, sten- 
cils, labor-saving machines, church pub- 
licity and other subjects. He has now 
brought together these articles in a 
single booklet. The book is reproduced 
by the duplicator to demonstrate some 
of the procedures which he has dis- 
cussed in the various articles. 

For instance, the cover which is well 
illustrated has been done by using the 
famous stenafax stencil. Use of the 
Vari-typer appears on a number of 
pages. The reproductions of pages from 
Church Management are very well done. 

The booklet is available at 50 cents 
per copy. There is a discount on quan- 
tity orders. Orders should be sent to 
Mr. Hunter at the address given above. 


GUIDANCE AIDS 

A most helpful series of booklets has 
just been published by the New York 
Life Insurance Company. They are 
designed to help ministers, parents and 
teachers guide children into careers 
suitable to their talents. Four pam- 
phlets already published cover the 
fields of medicine, law, teaching and 
aeronautical engineering. Two more 
on the way will deal with public serv- 
ice and farming. .The guides are en- 
titled “Should Your Child Be a ‘Doc- 
tor?” (or a lawyer? etc). They are 
written by men pre-eminent in the pro- 
fession which they are discussing. 
These are available to ministers free. 
Write the New York Life Insurance 
Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New 
York 10, New York. 


Direct Mail Evangelism 
(From page 70) 


the 1c permit mailing (Sec. 34-65s, 
P.L.&R.), we manage to save about 
35% on the cost of mailing first class 
in envelopes, with an almost 100% 
guarantee of readership. 

If you wish to see one of these en- 
velopes drop me a line at the address 
which follows: 

Why not send me samples of your 
work, along with any descriptive com- 
ment you may wish to make. Perhaps 
I can incorporate it in later issues of 
this column in Church Management? 
Write me directly: Rev. William M. 
Hunter, P. O. Box 506, Robinson, IIli- 
nois. 





We express our deep appreciation to our 
many friends who have made possible 
this past year of service, and exiend to 


all our best wishes for the coming year. 


° iF Steel in Organs 


HOLMBERG ORGAN COMPANY 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


2 
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Announcing New 


/ 954 Tah of eViesucal Objectives 


WELLS INSURED BUILDING FUND CANWASSES 


(150-WEEK PLEDGES) 





FAMILY 


CHURCH BUDGET GIVING LEVEL 


. 





$20,000 
to $24,999 


COUNT $5,000 $10,000 


to $9,999 | to $14,999 


$15,000 


$25,000 | 
to $19,999 


to $34,999 


$35,000 
to $49,999 


$50,000 
to $74,999 


$75,000 | $100,000 
to $99,999 |to $150,000 








See smaller church 
agreement form 


125 


199 $ 50,000 | $ 60,000 


Church published goals must be at 





200 


299 $50,000 $60,000 70,000 80,000 | $ 90,000 


least 15% higher than insured 
objectives. 





70,000 80,000 90,000 100,000 110,000 


$120,000 





90,000 100,000 110,000 120,000 





130,000 


$140,000 





110,000 120,000 130,000 


140,000 


150,000 | $160,000 








140,000 150,000 





175,000 


200,000 225,000 | $250,000 








200,000 


225,000 


250,000 275,000 300,000 





250,000 


300,000 350,000 400,000 



































350,000 425,000 500,000 





*Subject to change without notice 


@ Simply stated, no church employing Wells can fail, if it has an insured objective. Should 
the first canvass fall short of the insured objective, the church remains a Wells client until 
that amount is realized. Subsequent canvasses conducted under the insured-objective agree- 
ment are directed without additional fee. 


The maximum Wells Insured Objective for any church can be found by locating the box 
where the Family Count and the Giving Level cross on the Table of Insured Objectives, 
above. Family Count is the average of three counts: (1) Local mailing list, (2) Budget giving 
families, and (3) Budget pledging families. Budget Giving Level is the average of budget 
giving (current expenses and missions) for three consecutive years, including current year, 
but excluding any building funds, endowment, and rental income. 

With the world’s most exterssive experience in church financial counselling, Wells offers 
your church sound, dignified, professional assistance with its fund-raising program. Simply 
by contacting the nearest Wells office, you can receive confidential advice on your church’s 
financial problems, and competent counsel on its fund-raising potential ... without cost 
or obligation. 


ORGANIZATIONS 
Church Fund-Raising 


Se SE Ee ee eS SE SY OY le me 


WELLS ORGANIZATIONS, Suite 1001, 222 N. Wells St., Chicago 6 


Please send FREE Booklet 
“The Churches Answer Your Questions” to: 


Tes cooncess 
smewER youn questions BB) 





Church 
Address 





____.Phone__ 





City __ State 








Cc) We would like o Wells officer to meet with us at no cost or obligation. 


Ce eae ee eee 


a 


Before your church takes any definite 
action on a fund-raising program, be sure 
to read ‘‘The Churches Answer Your 
Questions about Wells Church Fund- 
Raising.” This booklet was written by 
leaders of churches which have recently 
conducted successful fund-raising pro- 
grams the Welis Way. They will tell 
you how it’s possible for your church 
to double its budget or to finance the new 
building you need. Write for your free copy. 


TODAY 


OFFIC. 











